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Fall Day
by Ranier Maria Rilke

translation by Barbara Abbott & Larry Hauser
.

Lord, it is time. This was a very big summer.
Lay your shadows over the sundial,
and let the winds loose on the fields.

.
Command the last fruits to be full;
give them two more sunny days,

urge them on to fulfillment and throw
the last sweetness into the heavy wine.
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Help Wanted
email: leelanaulkassn@aol.com | phone: 271-6091

.

Township representatives are the Association's  eyes and 
ears, & sometimes voices, in the several townships in 
the  Lake  Leelanau  watershed.   It  is  important  that 
riparian concerns be considered, and riparian interests 
be represented, in these townships' deliberations.  WE 
NEED  TOWNSHIP REPRESEN-TATIVES   IN  ALL 
TOWNSHIPS.  We are actively seeking representatives 
in Elmwood and Suttons Bay.

New Water Quality 
Chair, Jeff Sanborn

Hello  everyone,  my  name  is  Jeff 
Sanborn and I must have been under 
the  influence  of  something  when  I 
raised  my  hand  and  then  talked  to 
Wayne about wanting to be involved 
in  Water  Quality.  I  thought  I  knew 
better - in the Marine Corps one never 
raises  one's  hand  to  volunteer.  Oh 
well. Here goes.

I am a Traverse City native, born in a hospital that no longer exists, 
and was introduced to Lake Leelanau when I was very young - like 
a month maybe. My father was a career Navy officer so full-time 
living here did not happen but every summer the family was here 
at the old homestead. My father's family first arrived in Elmwood 
Township in  1883,  starting  a  farm on what is  now Birch  Point 
Road (there is a CSA farm there now).

I have been interested in Lake Leelanau all my life, but I confess I 
did not live here all the time.  In fact, like many teenagers, I swore 
that  I  would  never  live  here  after  I  went  to  college.  Hmm  - 
something wrong here. After many years and a teaching career - 
high school and college Science - I returned to the TC area and 
bought out my sisters and built a house on the old cottage site at 
the south end very close to Birch Point. Needless to say, I have an 
interest in the quality of the Lake Leelanau water. I intend to work 
very diligently for the LLLA and you all. I have a lot to learn but 
Wayne is around to guide me and get me started. To follow in his 
footsteps and do as good a job will not be easy.  Wayne set the 
standards.  If I can just meet them I am ahead.

LOST & FOUND AT ELPOA PICNIC

Someone  left  this  Lake  Leelanau 
Lake Association garden flag, along 
with  the  handsome  wrought  iron 
stand pictured here, at the August 7 
East  Leland  Property  Owners 
Association  Picnic  &  Meeting,  at 
John  G.  Suelzer  Park.   If  this  is 
yours, or you know whose it is, call 
271-6091  to  reunite  it  with  its 
rightful owner. 
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President's Letter
As I write this letter, Leelanau County has 
just  ended  10  days  of  an  absolutely 
wonderful  Indian  Summer  filled  with 
beautiful  sunny days and temperatures in 
the 70’s.  The leaves were turning as my 
wife,  Jane,  and  I  took several  groups  of 
visiting downstate friends on wine-tasting 
tours of our magnificent county.  Fall  can 
be a truly blessed time to live in Leelanau 
County.

Fall  can  also  be  a  bittersweet  time.  For  those  of  us  who  are 
fortunate enough to live on Lake Leelanau full time, fall requires 
lots of work. Those beautiful leaves eventually fall to the ground, 
and must be cleaned up. Rakes and leaf blowers must be found 
and leaf collectors must be mounted onto lawn tractors. Screens 
need to  be removed and stored and storm doors  and windows 
need to  be  cleaned and installed.  Hoses  and sprinkler  systems 
need to be drained. Boats are reluctantly pulled from the lake and 
winterized (Gee dear, do you think we can wait one more week 
and see if the weather holds for a couple of more rides?). Docks 
and boat lifts are dragged to the shore and piled up on the lawn.

For those of us who have seasonal properties on Lake Leelanau, 
the fall tasks are more complex and challenging. Water systems 
need to  be  drained and drains  and pumps  must  be winterized. 
Refrigerators and cupboards need to be emptied and everything 
that can possibly freeze must be hauled downstate. Finally,  the 
cottage has to be secured for the winter. It is bittersweet indeed 
when the key is turned in the lock for the last time until spring.

Fall ushers in a variety of events for your lake association as well,  
from our annual Legacy Event to making certain that our channel 
marking buoys have been removed for the winter. However, fall 
does not mean that your lake association quits working to protect 
our lake. The board continues to meet and committees continue to 
work on problems ranging from swimmer’s itch and water quality 
to protecting against inappropriate development. 

Once again, your lake association has had a very successful year. 
Our membership is continuing to increase. We have begun a water 
quality monitoring program on both the North lake and the South 
lake.  Working  with  the  Leland  Planning  Commission,  The 
Narrows has been protected from the further development of large 
marinas.  Your  contributions  allowed  us  to  purchase  the 
development rights to protect the East side of The Narrows. We 
could not have done it without the support of our membership.

Thank you!

Membership 
Report

by Richard & Sera Thompson

The  membership  drive, 
initiated  in  November 
2010, has come to a close. 
As  an  association  that 
takes seriously its stewardship of Lake Leelanau, the 
drive  was  about  more than  numbers.  The primary 
purpose of the drive was to increase membership in 
order to fund and support a variety of activities that 
support and nurture a healthy lake for all who love 
and enjoy Lake Leelanau – for the present and the 
future.

In November 2010 the LLLA had a membership of 
284.  Two  approaches  were  used  to  increase 
membership. In the first phase, letters were sent to 
all  individuals  who  had  once  been  a  member  but 
were not current members. More than 175 previous 
members were contacted, 135 of whom responded 
with payment to once again join the lake association. 
Letters were also sent to current members, updating 
their membership standing.

In the second phase, a list was created of neighbors, 
new or recent residents, and friends who live on the 
lake, use the lake, or who have some interest in Lake 
Leelanau.  The  names  of  potential  new  members 
were obtained from Legacy members, LLLA Board 
members,  and  others.  The  membership  drive 
committee contacted nearly 85 individuals by phone, 
letter,  or  personal  contact.  This  second phase  was 
completed in September 2011.

With  the  membership  drive  concluded,  the  lake 
association currently has 455 members, an increase 
of 171 members. The total annual revenue from dues 
is more than $45,000/year.  

Also  accomplished  during  the  membership  drive 
was  the  revision  of  the  procedures  for  reminding 
members  of  upcoming  renewal  and  for 
acknowledgment  of  payment  for  membership  and 
donations. Notecards have been printed to expedite 
that process.  Keith Ashley, an LLLA member, has 
graciously shared with the association a painting of 
“The Narrows”, done by his wife Sharon A. Ashley, 
who passed away in  March  2010.  That  print  now 
graces the front of the LLLA acknowledgment card 
sent to those who have renewed their membership 
and/or provided a donation. An appropriate reminder 
of the natural beauty we cherish.
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2011 Annual Meeting 

MINUTES
July 8, 2011 
Munnecke 

Room, 
Leland MI

Attending:  Dennis  Atkinson,  Karen  Atkinson,  Don  Austin, 
Loarine  Austin,  Nancy  Beights,  Tony  Borden,  D.  Jeannie 
Coulter,  Erik  Larsen,  Monica  Larsen,  Buzz  Long,  John 
Fitzpatrick, Larry Hauser, Dave Hunter, Barb Kobberstad, Jim 
Kobberstad, Kay Johnston, Jim Meyer, Bob Miller, Jane Miller, 
John Popa, Gayle Popa, Jeff Sanborn, Wayne Swallow, Mary 
Taylor, Pete Taylor, Rick Thompson, Sera Thompson

Call to Order by President Bob Miller: 6:00 p.m.

Secretary's  Report:  Larry  Hauser,  reporting  for  Secretary 
Colleen Moose,  stated that  the minutes of  the 2010 meeting 
were  available  online  at  our  website,  www.lakeleelanau.org. 
You will find them, there, in the online edition of the Fall 2010 
newsletter.  Hauser  promised  that  the  minutes  of  this  2011 
meeting would be similarly published. 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer David Hunter reported that the 
Narrows  fund  drive  has  reached  its  goal,  with  $100,000  on 
hand  or  promised.  We  have  already  paid  $75,000  to  the 
Leelanau  Conservancy.  “What  a  wonderful  success!”  he 
exclaimed. “Membership is strong and our finances are strong.” 
We have an $11,000 surplus for the year and $52,000 in the 
bank.

Keynote  Address: Invited  speaker  Buzz  Long,  Executive 
Director,  Leelanau Conservation District.  Long explained the 
history and nature of the Conservation District as “an unfunded 
local unit of state government” and pledged to continue to “be 
involved  and  work  with  the  Lake  Association  and  the 
Conservancy.”  Long  focused  on  ongoing  efforts  to  control 
phragmites on Lake Leelanau. The survey of the Lake should 
be complete by the end of July. In following through on the 
survey, help from the Lake Association in fast tracking funding 
for treatment, if necessary, may be needed. Spraying would be 
the  next  stage.  The  Conservation  District  continues  to  seek 
grant money to fund treatment but, so far, none has been found. 
The Conservation may also ask for Lake Association assistance 
in  contacting  riparian  owners  on  whose  property  invasive 
phragmites stands have been found. 

Following his talk, Long fielded many questions from members 
in attendance. Questions notably included the following.

What  about  inland  phragmites  stands?  ANSWER:  while 
treatment of stands in the lake or on the lakeshore needs 
permits  and a professional  applicator,  treatment  of  inland 
stands  does  not.  Application  of  glyphosate  specifically 
formulated for aquatic use is the recommended treatment.  
This  can  be  undertaken  by  landowners  themselves. 
Landowners  should  contact  the  Conservation  District  to 
make  sure  of  they  have  correctly  identified  the  stand  as 
invasive  phragmites,  and  for  advice  concerning  the 
appropriate products and their application. 

How effective is treatment? Answer: Very effective.  Almost 
no phragmites has been found in follow up surveys of areas 
on the lake, such as Conservancy lands treated last fall.  But 
not  100% effective.  What  is?  Ongoing  vigilance  will  be 
required to follow up in areas where treatment has occurred 
to prevent recurrence, and to guard against new or repeat 
infestations (e.g., from untreated inland stands).

Introduction  of  Board  Members:  President  Miller 
identified  Board  Members  present  who  stood  for 
recognition.  These  included  President,  Bob  Miller;  Vice-
President,  Richard  Thompson;  Past  President,  John 
Fitzpatrick;  Treasurer,  Dave  Hunter;  Communications 
Chair,  Larry  Hauser;  Fishing  Chair,  Pete  Taylor, 
Membership  Chair,  Sera  Thompson;  Bingham  Township 
Representative,  John  Popa;  and  Leland  Township 
Representative, Tony Borden. The Association is seeking to 
replace  Wayne  Swallow  as  Water  Quality  Chair:  Wayne 
expressed his willingness to consult on an ongoing basis. A 
shout out was given to former LLLA President Mary Taylor 
who was also present.

Narrows  Property  Fund  Drive:  Past  President,  John 
Fitzpatrick, who chaired the drive, reported on its success. 
“This  was  not  difficult,”  he  said.  “We  were  constantly 
amazed by the generosity of those who live here; and also 
those who don't!” Fitzpatrick went on to praise the efforts of 
the  Conservancy and to extol  our  partnership  with them. 
Thanks to the combined efforts of the Conservancy and the 
Lake  Association  “a  half  mile  of  the  east  shore  of  the 
Narrows is now protected north of the bridge.” Dave Hunter 
mentioned that  Tim Cypher is  working with the DNR to 
replace the boathouse where 3 boat slips, for his use, are 
grandfathered in. 

As for the other Narrows shore, Fitzpatrick observed that 
“part  of  the  process  is  giving  us  credibility;  giving  us 
power.” We are still working with the Planning Commission 
to  protect  the  west  shore.  Changes  to  township  zoning 
ordinances  proposed  by the  Planning  Commission  would 
define facilities with more than 4 slips as “large marinas”, 
which would be banned; which is a large victory.
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Membership Drive:  Vice President Rick Thompson 
reported that, since Membership Chair Sera Thompson 
agreed to lead the drive, membership has grown from 
284 to approximately 430. The drive is proceeding on 
a two part plan: 

1. Contacting 170 prior members. This has been 
completed.  Of  those  contacted  134  joined 
bringing in $9680 in annual dues.

2. Contacting  other  potential  members, 
“neighbors  and  friends  …  you  don't 
necessarily have to be a riparian.” This part of 
the drive is ongoing. 

While  the  money  from  increased  membership  is 
important,”  Rick  observed,  “beyond  that,  it  gets 
people involved in caring about the Lake.” Our current 
membership level (+/1 430) is around 25% of the total 
number  of  riparian  parcels  (+/-  2000).  Glen  Lake's 
level  is  comparable;  slightly  under  25%.  Sera  gave 
kudos to Hauser for help in the drive and spoke of the 
many positive comments she has received along with 
membership  applications  and  renewals.  She  advised 
that we are undertaking a new proactive approach to 
renewals by sending out reminders in advance. 

Water  Quality:  ex  officio  
Water  Quality  Chair,  Wayne 
Swallow, said that 3 reports of 
swimmers  itch  had  been 
relayed to him. John Popa said 
that  he  had  just  contracted  a 
“pretty  terrible”  case  himself, 
at his place on the west side of 
South Lake Leelanau. Swallow 
noted that the merganser trap-
relocate-release  program  we 

had recently undertaken was essentially “dead in the 
water” given the refusal of the responsible government 
agencies to grant the needed permits. A product called 
“Swimmers  Itch  Guard”  seems  promising,  Swallow 
said;  as  has  been  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
Harvey Blankenspoor. This product seems to be a mix 
of waterproof sunblock and eucalyptus oil. On South 
Lake Leelanau there is suspicion that the mallard, not 
the  merganser,  is  the  principle  avian  host  for  the 
offending  organisms.  The  latest  snail  survey  of  the 
South Lake failed to find the snails associated with the 
merganser-to-snail  cycle.  Water  quality  monitoring 
efforts  are  ongoing:  weekly  secchi  disk  readings 
(measuring  water  clarity)  and  monthly  chlorophyl 
measurement (monitoring for algae) are ongoing.  He 
also called for volunteers to assist in a new effort that 
would  monitor  for  macroinvertebrates  in  our  lake 
system. 

Guest Speaker, Buzz Long

Fishing: Committee  Chair  Pete  Taylor  jocularly  observed  that 
fishing on the lake, “is good and bad.”  As always, “10% of the 
fishermen catch 90% of the fish.”   The best news is that whitefish 
are being caught. Though only stocked once, these fish seem to be 
doing particularly well in our lake; and folks are figuring out how 
to catch them. Lake trout are also being stocked. Walleye fishing is 
going well for those fishing at night. The recent Kids' Fishing Day, 
Taylor reported, was a big success. 16-18 sponsors chipped in over 
$4300 to fund this event. Changes to state law are being sought to 
restrict  fishing  at  the  Veronica  Valley to  kids,  exclusively.  John 
Popa  pointed  out  that  the  Tribe  is  funding  replacement  of  two 
culverts at Veronica Valley.  “It's going to be a showplace.”

Communication:  Committee  Chair,  Larry  Hauser  detailed 
ongoing preparations for the Legacy Circle Celebration at Crooked 
Creek  Ranch  on  September  10.  “It  will  be  great!”  said  Sera 
Thompson. 

Other:  President  Miller  reiterated  our  need  for  Township 
Representatives for Solon and Elmwood Township; and we are also 
seeking committee chairs for Water Quality and Water Safety.

Adjournment:  7:25  p.m.  Moved  by  Borden;  second  Hauser; 
unanimously approved.

Repectfully submitted,
Larry Hauser
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Leelanau Clean Water Group Report
by Hugh Farber

The Leelanau Clean Water group (LCW) sponsored a presentation 
on "fracking" by Dr. Grenatta Thomassey of the Tip of the Mitt  
October 19. Fracking is a process of injecting engineered fluids 
into  the  deep  shale  formations  to open  up  the  shale  and allow 
natural gas to be extracted. Considering the timing, 5:30 PM, the 
attendance of over 50 people showed a strong interest in this topic. 
The  message  was  one  of  concern  for  accidents;  e.g., 
contamination of groundwater. It does not appear the geology in 
Leelanau  County  favors  this  kind  of  effort  to  increase  gas 
extraction  from  such  deep  wells,  although  leases  have  been 
acquired by some developers.

To help protect the high quality of our lakes, the LCW strongly 
urges waterfront owners to assess the need and timing for septic 
tank pumping prior to the onset of snow and colder weather.

Landowners  are  also  being  reminded  that  Michigan  law  will 
prevent  the  sale  of  phosphorous  containing  fertilizers  for  most 
uses, including existing or established lawns.  For those who want 
a healthy lawn, installation of a lake watering system is strongly 
recommended.  These  don't  have  to  be  complicated  and  the 
nutrient in the lake water is valuable for lawn health, and very 
economical after initial system costs. LCW plans to  have more 
information  on  such  systems  available  before  2012 
watering/fertilizing  season.

100 Year Flood!!!
by John Popa

FEMA has completed a map of Lake Leelanau and defined 590' 
above sea-level as the elevation to which the lake would rise if 
there  were  a  100 year  flood.  FEMA does  these  flood  reviews 
throughout the country and the insurance companies use the data 
to determine if your house is flood prone.

The data has been submitted to each township in Leelanau County, 
and  is  available  for  review. The  legal  notice  that  must  appear 
twice in a local paper has not yet been published but should be 
soon.  The 90 day public comment period starts when the second 
notice  appears.   The  notice  should  give  all  of  the  information 
about where the public can address its concerns.

When FEMA does flood reviews they do not take into account 
dams.  But our Leland dam automatically drops down and out of 
the way, depending on the necessary water flow that it has to pass 
to maintain lake level. I am furnishing information to FEMA that 
gives the criteria and design of the Leland dam that was built in 
2005-2006.  It was built to automatically handle a 200 yr flood.

Shoreline  owners  who  are  concerned  should  draft  a  short 
comment, and give it to your township representative, so that it 
can be forwarded on to FEMA.  The comment should request that 
FEMA take into account the fact Lake Leelanau is regulated by an 
automatic dam that was required, designed, built,and paid for to 
handle a 200 yr flood. There is only a 90 day comment period.  

Phragmites Update
Daniel Schillinger

Contracted employee for the Leelanau Conservation District 

Thanks  to  assistance  from  local  partners  such  as  the 
Grand Traverse Conservation District, and the Leelanau 
Conservancy, the Leelanau Conservation District has the 
invasive shoreline plant Phragmites australis on the run 
in  the  County.  We  have  made  a  concentrated  control 
effort  with  intensive  county-wide  GPS  surveying  and 
chemical treatment where permission was granted. Both 
surveying and treatment were covered by Federal grants 
through the Leelanau Conservancy and Grand Traverse 
Conservation  District.  Further,  the  Leelanau  County 
board of commissioners has helped with administrative 
funds and covering application costs for chemical DEQ 
treatment  permits  County  wide.  To  date  we  have  all 
known infestations of Phragmites australis GPS mapped 
and are investigating control work for the future.

On  Lake  Leelanau,  we  completed  an  intensive 
phragmites  survey  this  summer  by  boat  and  the 
Conservancy  was  mapping  the  native  and  non-native 
phragmites along the mouth of  the Cedar River.   This 
survey showed us that most of the Phragmites found on 
the  lake  was  the  native,  non-aggressive  variety, 
Phragmites  australis  ssp.  americanus.  We  hope  to  be 
compiling all  of  our maps of  survey work this  winter. 
Across the lake we, the Leelanau Conservation District, 
found  one  incidence  of  the  non-native  aggressive 
phragmites  at  the south  end and are  in  the  process of 
finding out the owner and getting permission to treat this 
stand next summer. The Leelanau Conservancy is doing 
the same near the mouth of the Cedar River.

Thanks  to  our  partnerships  and  grant  monies  our 
intensive survey has shown us that Lake Leelanau is in 
very  good  shape  to  not  be  invaded  by  Phragmites  
australis. With our continued grant supported efforts this 
plant should be controlled on the lake inside of the next 
two years. You can learn more about local  Phragmites 
control  efforts  on  the  world  wide  web  at: 
http://www.leelanaucd.org/services/phragmites-australis-
information-control-work/
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Wayne's World now Jeff's Jurisdiction
from Former Water Quality Chair Wayne Swallow & Current Chair Jeff Sanborn

Summer of Lake Sampling Completed
 

The  summer  newsletter  informed  members  about  lake  water  quality 
sampling  that  was  initiated  on  the  north  and  south  lake.  The  sampling 
equipment,  analysis  and  data  management  are  supported  by the  MDEQ. 
We  successfully  completed  weekly  sampling  of  secchi  (water  clarity), 
biweekly  temperature  and  dissolved  oxygen  depth  profiles  (surface  to 
bottom),  monthly measurements  of  chlorophyll  (indirect  measurement  of 
phytoplankton), and two measurements of total phosphorus (spring and late 
summer). When the analyses and data entry have been completed, we will 
report  on  our  findings  (hopefully  in  the  winter  newsletter).  Go  to: 
http://www.micorps.net/data/view/search/ to  view the data  that  have been 
entered to date: skip the survey, select “lakes”, scroll down to “Lake Name” 
and select  “North Leelanau” or  “South Leelanau”,  narrow date  range  as 
desired, and select “search”. There is quite a history of secchi data from 
North Leelanau, and somewhat less from South Leelanau.   The data for 
north and south lake represent multiple sampling locations.  These will be 
reviewed, and narrowed to our current sampling sites.  Once completed, we 
will provide some observations on trends.  For questions, feel free to contact 
Wayne  Swallow  (wayneswallow@att.net)  or  call  231-649-2087.   The 
Leelanau Conservancy also sampled the lakes.   We hope to integrate these 
two data sets for a more complete picture of water quality trends. 

DON'T FEED THE DUCKS!!
Jeff Sanborn

It's was noted at the last board meeting (10/27) that there are renters on the 
lake who feed the waterfowl - like, no kidding. But this time, it came across  
as  a  problem;  because  the  dock  was  a  real  mess;  unwalkable;  a  duck 
outhouse. 
.

Now we all know that feeding the waterfowl keeps the animals here too 
long, too close to  the shore,   causes swimmers itch,  and creates a duck 
condo.   But when there is so much fecal matter that you can't walk on the 
dock,  it  becomes a  problem -  perhaps a  health  problem.  So I  called the 
Benzie/Leelanau health  department and am waiting for  an answer to  the 
question of health. 
.
.

.

Now, is there a way to stop the feeding without causing hard feelings or  
animosity? One can ask the offenders to please stop: maybe say that feeding 
causes the ducks to cause swimmers itch. And who wants swimmers itch? I 
guess it all depends on the moment - it is certainly something to think about 
for next summer.  

Stream Macroinvertebrate Monitoring

We  informed  members  in  the  summer 
newsletter  about  a  stream  monitoring  startup 
grant  LLLA  received  from  Michigan  Clean 
Water Corps (MiCorps). The deliverable (due 
May 2012) is to be a study plan to initiate a 
volunteer  sampling  program  of  stream 
macroinvertebrates. The study plan will  serve 
as a grant proposal for field sampling that will 
be in summer 2012. If successful, we will need 
six  to  eight  volunteers  to  help  us  out.  Time 
commitment  would  be  a  half  day of  training 
(late spring 2012), and a half-day of time early 
summer and early fall 2012. Preliminarily, we 
have  identified  either  Mebert  or  Cedar  Run 
Creek as a possible stream for the program. We 
are thankful to several members who expressed 
interest  in  volunteering  with  their  dues 
submittal. We will be following up to see if you 
are interested in this effort, and would be able 
to help out. Others, who might be interested in 
participating, e-mail  wayneswallow@att.net or 
call me at 231-649-2087.

Zebra Mussels
Many of you have encountered zebra mussels 
in Lake Leelanau, either through cuts on your 
feet or unsightly deposits of the critters on any 
solid structure in the water.  The accompanying 
photo is of a boat bottom, that sat idle for an 
extended period this summer.   Power boaters 
(in board and out board) are reminded to check 
your cooling systems.  This nuisance organism 
can  reduce  the  effectiveness  of  your  cooling 
system,  or  cause  an  outright  cooling  system 
failure.   Of course  “Murphy”  assures  us that 
the  failure  will 
appear  just 
when  you  have 
company, or the 
grandchildren 
are all ready for 
some  tubing.  
Watch  for  the 
spring news-
letter  for  more 
information  to 
protect your motors.
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2011 Kids Fishing Day
More than Fishing Fun and Hotdogs

Pete Taylor

The 2011 Kids Fishing Day was once again a huge success with 
over 600 kids and their families enjoying a beautiful summer day at 
Veronica Valley Park.  

While catching some of the more than 1500 fish stocked in “Kids 
Pond” and enjoying free hot dogs and pop were probably numbers 
one  and  two  on  the  “most  fun  list”,  there  were  several  other 
interesting and educational activities for the kids to enjoy as well. 
Rebecca  Lesard  thrilled  kids  with  her  unique  collection  of  wild 
raptors which, this year included a turkey vulture and several barn 
owls. Also on hand to entertain and amazed the kids were several 
large snapping turtles courtesy of LLLA member, Jim Kacin.  “Fish 
Painting” has been part of Kids Fishing Day for the last four years 
and  has  become  more  popular  each  year.   In  this  activity,  kids 
“paint” rubber molds of fish in their own choice of colors and apply 
them to white cloth which is then hung up to dry. This art provides 
a great souvenir for the kids to take home as a reminder of the fun 
time they had at Kids Fishing Day.

All this is made possible through the efforts of a large group of 
volunteers and the financial support of the following contributors 
and supporters:

Hanson’s Grocery 
Michigan DNR
Meijers
Monstrey’s Tents
Suttons Bay EMS
Fountain Point
P.A.T.H.
Leelanau Enterprise

Cedar Rod and Gun Club
Traverse City Children’s Museum
Camelot Construction
Cherryland Electric COOP
Lake Leelanau Lake Association
Lake Leelanau Community Assn. 
Leelanau County Parks and Rec.

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa & Chippewa Indians

Rebecca Lessard & her “pet” turkey vulture
{continued on page 12} Fish painting fun!

8



General Plan Update: Call for Input
The Leelanau County Planning Commission has been working on 
updates to Chapters 6-12 of the Leelanau General Plan, and will 
be working to update the remaining chapters.

The Leelanau  General  Plan is  intended  to  serve  as  the 
foundation  for  planning  on  the  Peninsula.  Developed  with 
support  and  guidance  from  many  citizens  and  all  local 
governments  in  the  County,  the Plan sets  forth  a  vision  of 
balanced  growth  to  protect  and  enhance  the  County's  high 
quality of life. To attain that vision, the Plan provides a policy 
framework  that  is  founded  on  coordination  between  the 
County's governments and citizens.  The General Plan was first 
adopted in 1995. Updates were approved in 2000 and 2005.

The  entire  Plan  (broken  down  by  Chapters)  can  be  found 
at http://leelanau.cc/generalplan.asp. Information  on  the  Update 
process, and Chapters 6-12 which are being modified  can be found 
at  http://leelanau.cc/government695405.asp.  Each of the Chapters 
will be posted as Issues to Revise which is the document that has 
been modified from its current version; and also posted as DRAFT 
which is the edited version with all proposed corrections so far.

You, and other members of your organization, are invited to review 
any/all  of  these  Chapters  and  submit  your  comments  to  the 
Leelanau  County  Planning  Commission  by  email 
to:  tgalla@co.leelanau.mi.us; by fax to 231-256-0174; or in writing 
to:  LCPC, 8527 E. Government Center Dr. Suite 108 Suttons Bay 
MI  49682.  Please  be  sure  to  review  any  Chapters  that  would 
directly  involve  you  or  your  organization.  (Example:  Road 
Commission review of Chapter 7 Transportation).

Please  submit  your  comments/input     as  soon  as  possible  .  The 
county  planning  commission  will  go  over  these  at  their  special 
meeting of November 8 to review the General Plan. 

Thank you.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

Trudy Galla, AICP
Leelanau County Planning Director 

Our Association on the the March
In the Parade

by Colleen Moose

The Fourth of July float was a crowd pleaser with our 3 fishing 
sisters, Marieo, Alena and Brianna Manzor, who reside during 
the  summer  with  their  parents  on  The  Narrows,  having  a 
winning catch.

The float was designed and built by Sharon, Linda, Gordy and 
Dennis Zimmer who summer on Sunset Shores with assistance 
from neighbor Preston Moose. Many thanks to our volunteers 
for their enthusiasm and hard work in making our float.

It Was a Very Big Summer
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Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine

Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine published in 
February, May, August, & November and devoted to the 
management  and  wise  use  of  Michigan’s  lakes  and 
streams. The cost of an individual subscription is $10.00. 
To  subscribe,  mail  your  contact  information  (mailing 
address  & phone)  along with  a  check  for  $10 to  The 
Michigan Riparian; 304 East Main Street; Stanton, MI. 
Or complete & mail the downloadable form from their 
website: http://www.mi-riparian.org/  .  

http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
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Section 9/.08 TEMPORARY DWELLINGS
B. Camping  (tent or RV) for a period of not more than 30 days per 
calendar year shall be permitted  on any parcel of land, without issuance of 
a temporary land use permit, provided the following conditions  and 
limitations are met:

1. No more than one (1) recreational vehicle shall be permitted.
2. Any tent or RV must be located to  meet all applicable setback 

requirements for principal structures, shall not be used for commercial 
or business purposes

Section 9.18 DOCKS AND MOORINGS (shall apply to all waterfront 
properties) 
A. On inland lakes, one (1) dock attachment per lot or one hundred feet 
(100') of lot width shall be permitted. A dock of 20 feet or the minimum 
length necessary to reach a depth of four (4) feet six (6) inches shall be 
permitted, and in no case shall the dock, or any boat moored at the dock 
extend into the navigational channel, as defined by the MDEQ.  
B.  No more  than one  slip,  mooring,  boat  hoist  or  any other  means of 
anchorage  per  twenty five  feet  (25')  of  frontage  on  the  water  shall  be 
allowed. 
Section 9.19 COMMON USE WATERFRONT(applies to all non-
commercial waterfront properties) When more than two (2) families share 
a waterfront lot, such common use and/or ownership of the waterfront lot 
shall be governed by this Section. The provision herein shall apply 
regardless of whether access to the waterfront is gained by easement, 
common or joint fee ownership, single fee ownership, lease, license, site 
condominium unit, stock, or membership in a corporation, or any other 
means. Discuss Cottage Trust issue. All such common use waterfront lots 
must comply with the following regulations and standards: 
A. Site Plan approval is required by the Planning Commission, pursuant to 
Article  6,  except  that  the  following  additional  information  shall  be 
included in the site plan: 

1. The specific uses permitted on the common waterfront area, the 
locations of same, and all conditions that must be met to entitle one to 
such uses. 

2. The bearings, distances, and calculations showing compliance with 
subsections (B), (C), and (D) below. 

3. Proposed location of docks or other waterfront structures. 
B.  The land comprising the common waterfront  shall  have  a minimum 
frontage on the water of not less than one hundred (100) feet, measured at 
the  water’s  edge,  and  shall  have  an  area  of  at  least  fifteen   thousand 
(15,000) square feet. The required frontage shall be increased by at least 
fifty  (50)  feet,  and  the  land  area  shall  be  increased  by at  least  seven 
thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet, for each family in excess of two 
(2) having waterfront privileges associated with the common waterfront. 
C.  One  (1)  parking  space  shall  be  provided  for  each  family  having 
waterfront privileges, unless this standard is reduced or otherwise waived 
by the Planning Commission due to the proximity of the families having 
such privileges to the common waterfront. 
D.  No more  than one  slip,  mooring,  boat  hoist  or  any other  means of  
anchorage  per  twenty five  feet  (25')  of  frontage  on  the  water  shall  be 
allowed. 
E. On inland lakes, one (1) dock per one hundred feet (100') of lot width 
shall be permitted. A dock shall be a minimum length necessary to reach a  
depth of four (4) feet six (6) inches, and in no case shall the dock, or any 
boat moored at the dock extend into the navigational channel.  
F. Commercial boat launch facilities are not permitted. 
G. The Planning Commission shall approve, disapprove or approve with 
conditions the site plan based upon the standards pursuant to Section 6.05, 
except that the following standards shall be considered as well: 

1The  extent  of  contemplated  injury  or  nuisance,  including  noise,  to  owners  of  
riparian, adjacent and nearby lands.
2 The impact upon the public’s enjoyment of the navigable waters. 

 New Leland Township Zoning Ordinance: 
Public Hearing

The  public  hearing  for  the  new  Leland  Township  zoning 
ordinance was held on November 2nd at 7 pm in the Munnecke 
room. The room was packed. The sections on the “Docks and 
Moorings,”  “Common  Use  Waterfront,”  and  title  B  of 
“Temporary  Dwellings”  section  (see  left  column)  generated 
controversy.   The  new  restrictions  on  “Dominant  Ridgeline” 
under  Section  16.05:  Sensitive  Lands (not  shown)  also 
generated spirited discussion.

The  entire  draft  ordinance  can  be  found  on  the  web  at 
http://leelanau.cc/government126285.asp.
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2011 Legacy Circle 
Celebration: Yee Hah!

Susan Green

Lyle Lovett would have been right 
at  home.  The,  "You  can  have  my 
girl  but  don't  touch  my  hat"  man 

would blend in with the blue jeaned, plaid shirted, you-
know-what  kicking  boots  crowd  of Legacy  Circle 
members, eating, listening to live music, and enjoying the 
Crooked  Creek  Ranch  barn.  There  was  even  some 
dancing.

And what about hats? Hats were 
everywhere  –  Stetsons,  straw 
hats, farm hats, even a boater or 
two  graced  the  heads  of  Lake 
Leelanau  Lake  Association 
members as they strolled the 160 
acre ranch and walked down to 
the  1700  feet  of  shoreline  on 
South  Lake  Leelanau  to  pay 
homage to the lake we all love.

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Kozelko 
(above)  were  our  hosts.  Their 
party barn, trimmed in fairy lights, 
provided tables and chairs, hot and 
cold serving bars, and a drinks bar 
(below)  staffed  by Legacy  Circle 
volunteers. Communication Com-
mittee members dressed the tables 
with  red  checked  cloths,  and 
sunflower  bouquets  were  all 
about.    Lenny  McNeil  and  his 

guitar provided music.

Outside, 100 yards away, stood a portable bathroom with 
posh, multiple stalls, granite countertops, wood veneered 
doors,  and piped-in music.  I  half  expected  someone to 
hand me a towel.

The Communication Committee 
and  Lake  Association  Board 
members  again  provided  food. 
This  year,  the  ranch-inspired  a 
menu  of  two  kinds  of  chili, 
jalapeno  and  standard  corn 
breads,  meat  balls,  cole  slaw, 
and  an  assortment  of  desserts, 
including  pies,  crisps,  cookies, 
cobblers,  and  brownies.  The 
appetizer  table  was  laden  with  dips,  chips,  cheeses, 
nachos,  smoked  fish,  and  fruit,  including  some  locally 
grown table grapes. As we always do, every effort was 
made to "eat local."

We certainly drank local.  The following wineries graciously 
donated wines that disappeared as Legacy Circle members met, 
mingled and ate and drank: 

Black Star Farms
Boskydel Vineyard
Circa Estate Winery
French Valley Vineyards

Leelanau Cellars
Raftshol Vineyards
Willow Vineyard

Remember  these  generous 
folks when you take guests to 
wineries or purchase wine for 
dinner.  They  support  us;  we 
should support them.

Remember  Crooked  Creek 
Ranch – a perfect venue for a 
party, a wedding, or a family 
reunion. The sun shines, the barn smiles, and the lake sparkles.

Communication Communards Amy Chatfield & Mary Taylor
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Partly Cloudy, Chance of Armageddon
photo by Kathy Fisher

Share your photos, news, tales, of the Lake with us.  Please!
{continued from page 8} 
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