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LLLA On the March
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Gordon Belanger caught one BIG Fish
on South Lake Lake Leelanau

SEE PAGE 8 STORY

CONTENTS
1.  You are here 
2.  Board of Directors | President's Letter
3. Letters to the Editor | Membership Report   
4.  Communications: Web Update Ahoy! 
5.  From the Handbook: Stewardship 
6.  On the WaterQuality Front 
7.  2013 Leelanau Bird Fest
8.  Fish Stories 
9.  Pan Fried Walleye | Boater Safety Classes 

Slated
10.  Rowing Report | UM Rowing Camps set at 

Fountain Point
11.  Leland Harbor Dredging Update | Septic 

System Sanity 
12.  Parting Shots

 -----------------------------------------------

Email Wayne Swallow (wayneswallow@att.net) or call 
him at 231-649-2087 to sign up for any of the volunteer 
activities mentioned

Lake Association Hires Watershed 
Biologist

Lake  Leelanau  Lake  Association 
has  taken a  big step to  stay better 
informed  of  water  quality  issues 
that it faces and to enhance benefits 
to its members. We have hired Wayne Swallow as part-
time contractor.

Many know Wayne as the former Water Quality chair, 
and frequent contributor to our newsletters. He authored 
the water quality section of Lake Leelanau’s Watershed 
Protection  Plan,  and  has  been  involved  with  Lake 
Leelanau  tributary  and  lake  monitoring  for  years. 
Before joining the LLLA,Wayne spent many years as a 
field and laboratory biologist, analyzing aquatic impacts 
from   municipalities, industry and agriculture.
Example projects include: lake and stream monitoring, 
swimmers itch, wetlands, working with local schools on 
watershed projects, establishing invasive plant surveys, 
summarizing historical data, and trying to obtain grants 
for lake research.
. 

As  a  member,  you  will  benefit  from  being  able  to 
contact  a  knowledgeable  individual  to  help  answer 
questions about your property or lake issues.  Email him 
at wayneswallow@att.net or call at 231-649-2087. 

Lake Leelanau Volunteer Opportunities
Wayne Swallow

We hope to expand our volunteer efforts this year in a few areas. 
We are in the process reviewing our records to identify members 
who indicated a willingness to volunteer on water quality issues. 
Expect a call to see if you still have an interest in water quality 
issues.

We also hope to initiate a plant sampling program.  It will involve a 
half  day  of  training,  and  half  day  of  sampling  plants  at  Lake 
Leelanau boat launch sites.    Volunteers with boats who are located 
near North and South Lake Leelanau boat launch ramps would be 
ideal, but we are not averse to a short boat run to reach a ramp, 
especially on a beautiful summer day.
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Help Wanted
email: leelanaulkassn@aol.com | phone: 271-6091

.
Township representatives are the Association's  eyes and ears, 
& sometimes voices,  in  the several  townships in  the Lake 
Leelanau watershed.  It is important that riparian concerns be 
considered,  and  riparian  interests  be  represented,  in  these 
townships'  deliberations.  WE  NEED  TOWNSHIP 
REPRESENTATIVES   IN  ALL  TOWNSHIPS.   We  are 
actively seeking representatives in Suttons Bay Township.

President's Letter 

Winter  around  Lake  Leelanau  has  been  pristine, 
interesting  and  entertaining.  We  have  enjoyed 
observing a variety of  wildlife  including coyote, 
fox,  deer,  eagles,  rabbits,  and  squirrels  by  the 
dozens,  all  foraging  for  food  to  sustain  them 
through the winter. We have also enjoyed hiking 
and numerous outings on snowshoes, cross country 
skis  and  snowmobiles.  Many other  folks  have  been  enjoying  these 
activities and ice fishing and kite skiing. 

Lake Leelanau is a truly magical place to play in the winter. However, 
winter is nearly behind us. Spring is about to bring us sprouts from the 
hardy flowers and shrubs, more chatter from the winter bird population 
and the return of migratory birds.  The days are significantly longer 
now versus last December and January. A few warm and sunny days 
are teasing us about the summer that will follow spring.

The  Lake  Leelanau  watershed  is  a  beautiful  area  that  your  lake 
association  continues to  study and  protect.  The Lake Association  is 
actively working on three projects that will become more visible as we 
proceed  into  the  spring  and  summer  months.   The  three  specific 
projects which the Lake Association identified as a high priority last
year are the following:
• Water Quality Program --- Wayne Swallow is now under contract 

to develop and manage a comprehensive water quality program that 
monitors lake conditions including invasive species identification 
and eradication. He will conduct zebra mussel, creel, and swimmers 
itch surveys and communicate prevention techniques.

• Boater  Safety Education and Training ---  Training materials  and 
training procedures are being identified for use later this year. The 
intent  is  to make the printed materials available to riparians and 
others  who use  Lake  Leelanau  for  any type  of  boating activity.  
Training in a classroom setting might also be offered.

• The website that makes available comprehensive information about 
the Lake Leelanau Lake Association is being improved for ease of 
use, modernization, and protection from unlawful modification. In 
addition, the data base that is maintained for tracking membership 
and  mailing  information  will  be  improved  for  ease  of  use  and 
accuracy.

An issue that is being followed closely by the Lake Association is the 
Federal Emergency Management Agencyʼs (FEMA) Flood Plain Study 
that includes the Lake Leelanau watershed. It is possible that riparian 
home ownersʼ insurance rates could be impacted significantly by the 
FEMA flood plain maps as currently drawn. Weʼll continue to track the 
FEMA activities and communicate information to you as it  becomes 
available.

Our guiding goal for the Lake Leelanau Lake Association is to protect 
the  lake  and  its  surrounding  watershed  through  education, 
communication, management, and proper use of the lake, the land, and 
the  wildlife.  We  will  continue  to  educate  our  board  members  and 
communicate the knowledge we gain to  all  members,  riparians,  and 
others that enjoy and value this beautiful lake and shoreline. It is your 
continued support that  allows us to do this.

Thank you for your support.
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Correspondence
Back When the Itch was bad, but the “Cure” was worse

Abbie Pannatierre {nee Abbott}

I enjoyed your Lake Leelanau newsletter particularly the article on 
swimmers itch. We had such bad times of it at the Lake when we 
were young. I'm glad to see that a good deal of research is being 
done to keep it under control and ease the terrible itching it causes. 
When I was something like 8 or 10 years old {circa 1945}, Mom 
{“Bobbie”  Abbott}  and Aunt  Carolyn  {Russell}  were given an 
experimental salve, I think it was, from a governmental agency, 
and they tried it  out on my cousin Mike Russell and me, since 
both of us had managed to get a bad dose of the itch.

The two of us spent an hour or so in great pain in our beds. Mike 
gritted his teeth and told me it was easier to bear if you didn't cry 
and howl (as I was doing), but just bore it. I found I couldn't do 
that and howled and cried a good deal until  I  must have fallen 
asleep. Everyone else was downstairs having lunch except the two 
of us. Thankfully, nobody ever suggested we use it again. 

I'm not sure this proves anything but hopefully the cures used now 
are more humane to young children!

Clay Cliffs: We   Did It!
http://leelanauconservancy.org/2013/01/clay-cliffs-we-did-it/

Dear Friends,

WE DID IT!!! THANKS TO YOU, WE HAVE 
MET OUR GOAL FOR CLAY CLIFFS! It  has 
been so exciting to experience your overwhelming support and to 
know that we are now in the position to protect this spectacular 
property for all time. Clay Cliffs seems to have touched people 
from throughout the peninsula and from all over the nation (573 
individuals/families donated to this project!). While we can’t be 
certain when Leland Township and the State will  complete this 
transaction, we are hopeful that we will open a trail for you in the 
fall!

Closing out the fundraising on Clay Cliffs is just one of the many 
things we are  grateful for. Thank you for  gifts made to  natural 
lands and farmland preservation, Leelanau Preservers, operations 
and  stewardship.  The  Staff  and  Board  of  the  Leelanau 
Conservancy is honored to translate your love for Leelanau into 
permanent protection of our most cherished landscapes. We hope 
that 2013 brings you and your family joy, peace, prosperity and 
good health. Thank you from all of us for your support!

Sincerely,

  
Brian Price         Anne Shoup
Executive Director           Director of Charitable Giving

Membership Report 
Sera Thompson

…  .  

With the arrival of March we anti-
cipate more fluctuations of weath-
er,  resulting  in  a  reduction  of 
snowfall and an increase in rain-
fall.  While some might grumble 
at the prospect of fewer winter activities and sloppy 
weather  for  a  while,  we  look  forward  to  other 
changes in coming months.  We will lose the heavy 
clothes and multiple layers,  schedule dock installa-
tion,  move  lawn  furniture  out  onto  porches  and 
lawns, and look forward to those golden days revel-
ing in and on the water, and basking in the sun.

Now well into 2013, we are grateful for every indi-
vidual member who joined or continued membership 
in 2012, and we look forward to further growth, not 
only in numbers, but in participation in events and 
activities.  Thank you for your membership in 2012, 
whether you are a long-time loyal member, someone 
who joined for the first time, or a donor.  Each of you 
is an integral part of continuing the work and stew-
ardship of this organization on behalf of the lake we 
love.  

By the end of December 2012 we had over 438 re-
newals,  donations,  or  first  time  memberships.   In-
cluded in those statistics were at least a dozen dona-
tions to the “Greening of the Wall” on the east side of 
North Lake Leelanau.  For those “Greening” donors 
who were not already members, the LLLA enthusi-
astically granted a year's membership as a thank you 
for their generosity. 

Look  for  a  continuation  of  activities  provided  our 
members.  Those include Kids Fishing Day, the Leg-
acy Event for members at the Legacy level, and the 
LLLA Ice Cream Social.  Watch the website for the 
date of each event.  We hope to once again schedule 
the  ice  cream  social  during  the  Leland  Sidewalk 
Sales slated for the weekend of August 15-16.     
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LLLA Website Made Over
www.lakeleelanau.org

Be There the Ides of March!
Larry Hauser

Commuications Chair 

By  popular  demand,  your  Lake  Association  has 
taken  steps  to  advance  beyond  the  floppy disk  days,  and  to 
upgrade  our  website  to  provide  a  more  interactive  and  user-
friendly experience; in particular, to enable blogging.

Did I say, “interactive”? This new blog-based website can be a 
great communications tool for us, and a lot of fun; or it can be  
like that fancy power tool rusting away out there in your garage, 
or  that  party you  gave  that  nobody came to.   It's  up to  you, 
members and friends, to use this tool and have fun. 

Thanks to Frank DeMarco of Leelanau Communications for his 
site design prowess; and to Erin Darling of Black Chicken Host 
for hosting our site, and for her technical assistance. Kudos to 
them for the beauty and functionality of our site.

The new site with blogs is scheduled to launch on March 15. 
Besides being able to view this newsletter (pdf) there, various 
articles have been posted to the blog, awaiting your comments. 
Be there the Ides of March & ongoing.

How to Blog
Read the posts and pages. If something interests you, either scroll 
down  to  the  Comment  box  or  click  on  something;  you  will  be 
prompted to comment or reply. Enter your comment or reply.

• If you are a first time user, you need to provide your name and 
e-address to register: Publication of your comment/reply will 
be delayed, subject to site editor approval.

• Previously  approved  user  posts  are  published  straightaway, 
without further advance moderation. 

• Registered users have enhanced abilities to edit & post.
• If you say something you REALLY wish you hadn’t, our site 

editors can either tell you how to fix it yourself; or we will edit 
or delete it for you.

Enjoy

Becoming a Registered User:
Prudent Password Protection Practices

Some Association Members & friends of the Lake who 
comment on our site, or merely visit, will want to re-
gister as Users on our blog. NOTE: You can read the 
blog, and even comment without registering. But regis-
tration has its perks; such as the ability to initiate posts, 
and to edit them; and to have a User profile, and edit it.  

If you DO choose to become a registered User,  please 
use prudent password protection practices to help keep 
our site secure.  Heed the following.

WordPress (the software our site runs on) hints:   "The 
password should be at least  seven characters long. To 
make it stronger, use upper and lower case letters, num-
bers and symbols like ! " ? $ % ^ & )."  WordPress flags 
the estimated strength of your password as you enter it.

Fred Demarco (designer of this site) advises likewise: 
"You'll  have  to  make  passwords  at  least  8  characters 
long and include some caps and/or numbers to increase 
the security level."

Erin Darling (of Black Chicken Host: our site host) has 
interesting advice  on how "to create a secure yet easy-
to-remember password" here:
• blackchickenhost.com/password-secur  -  
ity-which-will-surprise-you/

"If WP requires more" to call your password strong, she 
advises, "use a capital letter and finish off with an ex-
clamation point."

If all this scares you, or you'd just rather not (another 
password?!) … don't register. Yes, you can do that.  You 
will still be able to access the site and comment on the 
blogs. you just won't have a profile or be able to origin-
ate posts.
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Solutions and Stewardship
from the Lake Leelanau Landowners Handbook (on our website)

by Mary Taylor and Mark Stone
.

Chapter 3
You Are the Steward

The first law of stewardship is to leave the land and water in no 
worse  condition  than  you  found  it.  If  you  have  a  younger 
generation in your family, then that statement needs no further 
explanation.  Ironically, the home on the water that represents a 
high quality of life to the owner (something one has worked 
many  years  to  attain)  and  fosters  a  deeper  appreciation  of 
nature’s beauty is itself the vehicle of natures deterioration.  As 
we  have  privilege  to  live  on  the  water,  so  we  bear  the 
responsibility to protect the quality of the water.  

The lakes of northern Michigan contain clear water for a reason 
- they are relatively free of nutrients that cause heavy biological 
activity  in  the  lake.  Nutrients  occur  naturally,  but  for 
millenniums the shores and tributaries of Lake Leelanau were 
buffered by heavy vegetation that absorbed the nutrients before 
they reached the lake.  In  short,  green keeps the water  clean. 
Water  quality degrades  remarkably fast  when human activity 
strips  away  the  natural  vegetation  from  the  lake  shore  and 
replaces it with the conventional suburban landscape. 

Collectively,  hundreds  of  home  owners  apply  thousands  of 
pounds of fertilizers to their new lawns. Each year, hundreds of 
thousands  of  gallons  of  waste  water  soak  into  the  ground 
around  Lake  Leelanau  from  septic  systems.  A  substantial 
portion  of  the  nutrient  content  in  fertilizers  and  waste  water 
migrate into the lake. If you’ve ever seen the suburban lakes in 
metropolitan Detroit, you know that aquatic weed growth and 
murky water quickly follow in this devolutionary process.

But  Lake  Leelanau  doesn’t  have  to  become  another  murky 
weed-choked lake. If we shift our thinking —embrace a new 
paradigm—Lake Leelanau could become an even more pleasant 
place to live. 

This  chapter  {3 of  the HandBook} contains  a  series  of positive 
actions you can take as a resident to protect the quality of the Lake 
Leelanau watershed.  They are the best  of  the Best  Management 
Practices (BMP) - the technical term for living lightly on the land. 
These BMPs are field-tested, proven, and customized to the needs 
of  the  Lake Leelanau  area.  Some will  apply to  your  household 
more that others, but take the time to review all the BMPs, so as to 
inform  yourself  of  how  to  live  a low  impact-on-nature  life. 
Common sense is the most powerful medicine for curing the 
problem of non-point source pollution due to lakeshore property 
use and development

BMPs  use  natural  materials  and  natural  dynamics  to  protect 
natural systems. By definition, they are flexible and vary greatly 
from one situation to another. 

If  you  take  the  time  to 
understand  the  logic  behind  a 
BMP,  you  may  even  develop 
your  own  techniques.  Some 
have to do with changing daily 
habits,  other  with  simply 
stopping  certain  activities,  and 
still  other  with  a  slightly 
different approach to aesthetics. 
In general, by using BMPs you 
will save money, save time, and 
probably increase  the  value  of 
your home in the process.

A best  management  practice,  like  stewardship,  is  like 
planting a maple tree. It’s a long-term investment that you 
probably won’t see come to full maturity. The reward that 
you draw is the idea that some day, a great grandchild will 
sit in the shade on a hot summer day and thank whoever 
planted that  beautiful  tree.  Only in  this  case,  they’ll  be 
dipping  their  toes  into  the  crystal  clear  water  of  Lake 
Leelanau - circa 2050.

Additional literature on all the following BMPs is 
available at the Leelanau Conservation District or the 
MSU Extension office.

Consult the Handbook (Chapter 3) to learn about 
BMPs regarding:

• Landscaping and Lawn Care
• Stormwater Runoff Control
• Shoreline Stabilization
• Waste Water and Healthy Septic Systems
• Water Conservation
• Reuse and Recycling
• Hazardous Household Chemicals
• Angling
• Watercraft Operation
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Water World

Water Quality
Hugh Farber

At this time of the year there is not a lot of water quality 
activity to report. It appears the ice is in good shape.

Efforts are under way to compile past sampling results into 
an organized system for easier tracking of trends-- good or 
bad. Past monitoring confirms the high quality of the water 
in Lake Leelanau, but there are some shoreline issues and 
troublesome algae blooms at times.

The  Lake  Association  continues  to  work  with  "Leelanau 
Clean Water" to help residents and visitors understand how 
to  be  good  stewards  of  water  quality  in  our  lakes  and 
streams.   A refrigerator  magnet  (shown  below)  detailing 
best  water-quality  practices  for  septic  systems,  shoreline 
protection, etc., will be sent to all county residents as part 
of this educational effort.

It is important that all folks concerned with water  be alert  
for potential activities that could degrade the quality of this 
important  resource,  assist  in  correction efforts  and notify 
appropriate resources as may be needed.

the magnet

Local Ordinance Resource
Hugh Farber

There is a new, developing web site considered a resource 
for local officials and jurisdictions, e.g., townships, that will 
offer  scientific,  legal  and  regulatory references  as  well  as 
model lake and stream friendly ordinances to help officials 
interested in maintaining and improving the quality of the 
water resource in their area. 

www.mymlsa.org/resources-for-local-government-officials-2

Although  not  yet  complete,  this  web  site  should  offer 
information valuable to those riparian owners interested   in 
this subject independent of the regulatory aspect.

Leelanau Clean Water
www.leelanau cc/lcw.asp

suggestions for 2013 goals & focuses

• Excessive Nutrient Loading
• Communicate to Health Department and to the Board 
of Commissioners the need for a POS ordinance
• Sponsor a public meeting on what filters through 
septic systems into lakes and streams- agricultural 
runoff, phosphorus and other nutrients, drugs, 
cosmetics and provide education on alternative disposal

• Invasive Species
• Work on monitoring around marinas to study increase 
of species from non-resident boats
• Identify and publicize key plants that are increasing 
and jeopardizing our wetlands/waters- hold educational 
seminar

• Fracking
• Publicize potential county sites for fracking
• Alert public to invest in baseline water sampling 
(perhaps neighbors could collaborate on costs in test 
areas)

• Water Sampling
• Compare GTB and Conservancy water sampling
• Work on monitoring around marinas for water quality

• Communications
• Establish a 2-person membership committee to 
expand to organizations not attending or formerly 
attending. Require alternative representative to be 
identified for each organization
• Monthly forums in the Enterprise on topical issues
• Continual communication with elected officials at 
state and local level 
• Suggested public speakers – elected officials from 
legislature and DEQ to provide update on state 
activities
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Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine

Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine published in 
February,  May,  August,  & November  and devoted  to 
the management and wise use of Michigan’s lakes and 
streams.  The  cost  of  an  individual  subscription  is 
$14.00.   To subscribe,  mail  your  contact  information 
(mailing address & phone) along with a check for $14 
to   Or complete & mail the downloadable form from 
their website: http://www.mi-riparian.org/  .  
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The 2013 Leelanau BirdFest
May 29 - June 2, 2013 

Kay Charter
Executive Director: Saving Birds Thru Habitat

www.savingbirds.org

Again this year, the festival committee has made changes.

To facilitate more web traffic, we have changed our name to 
Leelanau  Peninsula  Birding  Festival,  although  we  have 
maintained  the  same  website  address:  mibirdfest.com.  The 
name change will improve our ranking on the Internet. We are 
very pleased  that  the  historic  Fountain  Point  Inn  has  again 
offered to be headquarters for the festival.  The Inn’s central 
location, its wonderful facilities and grounds, and its beautiful 
place on Lake Leelanau make it the perfect place for our event.  
Other changes include a daily registration fee of $15.00, rather 
than $35 for the entire festival, with a maximum of $40.00 for 
the entire event. 

There  are  two new field trips.  One will  be  a  bus  trip  from 
Fountain Point to a location west of Kalkaska for an exclusive 
look at the Kirtland’s Warbler.  The bus will make two other 
stops, one at the restored Flowing Well Trout Farm in the hope 
of seeing Golden-winged Warbler,  as well as both Louisiana 
and Northern Waterthrush. After that it will be off to Hartwick 
Pines  State  Park in  search of  nesting Red-shouldered Hawk 
and  Evening  Grosbeaks.   The  other  new field  trip  will  be 
“Birding for Beginners” at the Suttons Bay Wetlands.  A third 
field  trip,  “Birding  by Ear,”  has  both  a  new location  –  the 
Leelanau Conservancy’s Teichner Preserve – and a new leader 
– Doug Cook from Manistee.

Our keynoter will be Brian Allen, one of the premier birders in 
Michigan. Brian will give a PowerPoint presentation centered 
around  a  Big  Year  in  Michigan.  He  will  offer  tips  and 
recommendations on how have your own big birding year.

Brian Allen leading last year's highly successful Otter Creek Outing 

photo by Wayne Richard Pope

Eastern Kingbird 
which can be seen on the Cedar Creek trip

photo by Becky Alsup-Kingery

Friday  evening’s  speaker  will  be  Jerry  Weinrich, 
retired  from  Michigan  Department  of  Natural 
Resources in 2003, where he worked as a biologist for 
more  than  thirty  years.  Jerry  is  a  specialist  on 
Kirtland’s  Warbler  recovery  efforts  and  spent  three 
winters  in  Antarctica  while  conducting  studies  on 
Adele Penguins. Jerry will talk about his experiences 
with  the  birds  in  Antarctica.  We  will  also  have  a 
special  Saturday  afternoon  seminar  on  digiscoping 
with  Wayne  Pope,  professor  of  photographer  at 
Lansing Community College.

The rest of our field trip offerings are the same as in 
the past  two years,  except  that  the pontoon trips on 
Lake Leelanau to Cedar Creek will only be offered in 
the mornings. That change resulted from high winds in 
the  afternoon that  created safety issues  for  the  boat 
crew and participants last year when heavy rains and 
stiff winds resulted in cancellation of some activities, 
including the Lake Leelanau pontoon trips.

Let’s all hope the weather is more cooperative for this 
year’s event.  Go to  mibirdfest.com to find out more 
about our 2013 event, or to register for field trips.

Sora
can be seen at Charter Sanctuary & heard (if not seen) on Cedar Creek

photo by Doug Tallamy 
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Fish StoriesFish Stories
One BIG Fish

Pete Taylor
Have a fish story to share with our readers?  Contact me: Pete Taylor at taylor-

pete997@gmail.com or phone: 231-590-3309.

Ice fishing is not for everyone, but for those who en-
joy braving the sometimes-nasty winter weather, it can be very 
rewarding.

On  January  18,  2013,  Gordon  Belanger  of  Lake 
Leelanau was fishing on South Lake Leelanau with 
his  friends,  Tony  West  (left),  and  John  McWethy 
when he landed a 15 pound brown trout.  The fish 
was 30 inches long and had a girth of 17 ¾ inches. 

“I at first thought I had a large pike” commented Gordie, “but 
the excitement mounted when I finally saw the fish go by the 
hole and realized it was a brown trout”.  It took a lot of fishing 
savvy to bring this big fish to gaff.  Great job Gordie. 

Brown trout are quite uncommon in Lake Leelanau, but a few 
are caught every year.  Heather Hettinger, fisheries biologist for 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and the man-
ager of the Lake Leelanau fishery had this to say about brown 
trout in the lake:

“The last time the Fish Division stocked browns into South Lake 
Leelanau  was  1991  (11,900  fish  stocked  in  1991),  but  we 
stocked browns into North Lake Leelanau until  2000 (14,480 
fish stocked in 2000). The stocking in North Lake Leelanau was 
discontinued because Fisheries Division was not catching any of 
the stocked brown trout in our netting surveys. In South Lake 
Leelanau the brown trout stocking was cut in favor of a walleye 
stocking program. Brown trout survival was low, 
walleye were a more popular fishery with anglers, 
and  South  Lake  Leelanau  lacks  the  deep  water 
habitat needed by trout in the summer time. 

I hear  of  brown trout  being caught by anglers in  South Lake 
Leelanau on a fairly regular basis, with at least a couple of not-
able ones each year. This most recent fish caught by Mr. Be-
langer is certainly the largest I have had reported. This does not 
come as a total surprise to me - many of the larger lakes that I 
manage in northern Michigan have decent tributary streams, and 
often have a naturally reproducing population of brown trout. 
These streams offer good spawning and juvenile rearing habitat, 
and the lake offers a very productive food source as these fish 
grow into adulthood. The brown trout population in both North 
and South Lake Leelanau is being supported by natural repro-
duction in these streams, with the largest producer most likely 
being Victoria Creek.”

When asked what he did with his fish Gordie said he had it pho-
tographed and measured by a taxidermist so that he could have a 
replica made in the future if he so chooses. Then he had the fish 
smoked and ate it. Sounds like a good plan.

Gordon Belanger with 15-pound Brown Trout 
caught on South Lake Leelanau on January 18, 2013.

photo credits: ??? | Tony West | Tony West | Tony West

New Fishing License Needed By April 1, 2013
Don’t  forget,  you  will  need  a  new fishing  license  by 
April 1 to fish in Michigan waters this year.

Here are some season openers for Lake Leelanau:
• Walleye, Northern pike: April 27
• Bass (smallmouth, largemouth): May 25
• Panfish, whitefish, ciscos: open all year

Be sure to to check the 2013 DNR Fishing Guide for oth-
er open seasons and regulations.

Kids Fishing Day: 2013 Date Set
Mark your calendar. Kids Fishing Day at Veronica Valley 
Park is scheduled for Sunday June 30 this year.  Mark 
your calendar and plan to attend this very popular, fun 
day for  kids and their  families.   The  event  runs  from 
11a.m. to 3p.m. 

Fishing Shantytown off Houdek Creek 

photo credit: Cathy Fisher

8



Fresh Lake Leelanau Walleye is Fine Table Fare
Pete Taylor

Fresh caught Walleye is one of the finest eating fish to come from the clear, clean 
water of Lake Leelanau.  If you are fortunate to catch some, or if your friendly 
neighbor gave you some, here is one of my favorite ways to prepare them.  I like to 
serve these fillets with mashed potatoes, a green vegetable, and a salad.

Pan fried Walleye with mango salsa

(serves 4)

INGREDIENTS

2 lb fresh walleye fillets cut into serving size pieces
2 cups  buttermilk
1 Tbs.hot sauce (Franks Louisiana Hot Sauce is good)
1 cup flour
½ cup cornmeal
1 tsp. salt
vegetable oil
mango salsa (recipe follows)

INSTRUCTIONS

Combine buttermilk and hot sauce in large bowl.  Add fish fillets and marinate for 
30 min.

Combine flour, cornmeal, and salt in pie pan or other wide dish.

Using tongs, drain excess buttermilk from fillets, one at a time, and dip in flour 
mixture until well coated.  Place on wire rack and rest for 10 Min. while pan heats 
up.

Add oil to a heavy 12 inch skillet to a depth of ¼ inch and heat over medium high  
heat until oil shimmers.  Quickly place fillets in pan so as not to crowd and cook  
without moving the fillets for 2-3 minutes until bottom side is golden and crisp.  
(Reduce heat if fish seems to be cooking too fast - you don’t want to burn them.)  
Carefully flip  fillets  and cook the other side until  golden and crisp and a fork  
inserted into thickest part of fish meets little or no resistance, about 2-3 minutes.  
Do not overcook.

Remove fillets to large plate or sheet pan covered with paper towel and place in a  
preheated 200-degree oven while cooking the remaining fish.  Cook the remaining 
fish, adding more oil to the pan if necessary.

Serve with mango salsa on the side.  Enjoy.

Mango salsa

INGREDIENTS

large ripe mango, peeled and cut into ½ inch dice
½ C    peeled seeded cucumber, cut into small dice
1 Tbs. finely chopped fresh jalapeno pepper without seeds
1/3 C  finely diced red onion
1Tbs.  fresh lime juice from 1 lime
1/3 C  coarsely chopped cilantro leaves
salt and pepper

INSTRUCTIONS

Combine mango, cucumber, jalapeno, onion, lime juice, and cilantro and mix well. 
Season with salt and pepper to taste.  You can make this ahead of time and 
refrigerate.  Bring back to room temperature before serving.

Share Your Recipes: If you have any favorite Lake Leelanau fish recipes that you would 
like to share with our readers, just send them to me, Pete Taylor at taylorpete997@gmail.com

http://www.leelanau.cc/government025774.asp

Boater Safety Classes 2013
Toll Free: 877-256-6911

E-mail: marine@co.leelanau.mi.us

The Leelanau County Sheriff’s Marine Patrol will be offering 
Boater Safety classes this summer for boaters who will be at 
least 12 years of age by the end of the boating season.
• Youth 12 to 15 years of age may operate a boat powered 
by a motor of more than 6 hp legally only if they have a 
Boater Safety Certificate or are accompanied by a person at 
least16 years of age.
• Those less than 14 years of age may not legally operate a 
Personal Watercraft.
• In addition, youth 14 and 15 years of age may operate a 
PWC only if they are accompanied by a parent or guardian 
or  are  operating  not  more  than  100  feet  from his  or  her 
parent or guardian.
• Persons  born  after  December  31,  1978,  may  operate  a 
PWC legally only if  they have obtained a Boating Safety 
certificate.
• Persons  born  on  or  before  December  31,  1978,  may 
operate a PWC legally without restrictions.

Classes will be held on the following dates:
• June 17,18,19, at the Leelanau County Law Enforce-ment 
Center, EOC
• July 8, 9, 10, at the Glen Lake Yacht Club
• July 22, 23, 24, at the Northport Fire Hall
• August 5, 6, 7, at the Leelanau County Law  Enforce-ment 
Center, EOC

All  classes  start  at  9:00  a.m.  and  conclude  at  12:00  noon. 
Participants must attend all three days in the course sequence 
and pass a test to receive a certificate. There is no charge for  
the course, and the only requirement is that participants come 
with  a  positive  attitude  and  a  desire  to  be  a  safe  boater. 
Information  about  Boater  Safety  classes  and  Replacement 
Boater Safety Certificates and on-line classes can be found at 
www.michigan.gov/dnr. Search boater safety certificate.

Class locations are as follows:
• Glen Lake Yacht Club, 6617 S. Sunset Drive, Glen Arbor
• Leelanau  County Law Enforcement  Center  (Emergency 
Operations  Center  -  Follow the  signs  to  the  rear  of  the 
building), 8525 E. Government Center Drive, Suttons Bay, 
• Northport Fire Hall, 108 W. 8th Street, Northport
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Photo credit: S. Theo Early 
Boats launching and returning from 5km races at Fountain Point.

Rowing Report
Erik Zehender

This news may be of interest. U of M is actually going 
to offer  five camps,  including one for women cancer 
survivors. I'm assuming members know that a first high 
school rower from our area – Katie Long of Suttons 
Bay – has been recruited to row for MSU, earning a full 
ride scholarship to college, as reported in the Leelanau 
Enterprise.

Also, I have a pic from our last regatta (shown above): 
over  100  boats  entered,  mostly  from downstate  high 
schools Northville, Saline, Skyline, Forest Hills, Rock-
ford, Grand Rapids, and even Michigan Tech! 

Mothers Day weekend there will be high school teams 
on the Lake scrimmaging. 

Rowing Camps Slated at Fountain Point
http://michiganrowing.org/camps/

The  University  of  Michigan  Men’s  Rowing  Team  is  proud  to 
partner with the Fountain Point Resort to offer a series of junior 
and masters rowing camps on Lake Leelanau, near Traverse City, 
in scenic Northern Michigan.

Led  by  Head  Coach  Gregg  Hartsuff,  Associate  Head  Coach 
Charley Sullivan  and Freshman Coach Russell  Giacobbe,  these 
series  of  camps  are  designed  to  offer  a  variety  of  rowers  the 
opportunity  to  improve  their  rowing  technique  and  knowledge 
under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  country’s  most  successful 
coaching teams.

Each  camp  will  also  feature  a  unique coaching  mentorship 
program for a limited number of junior and masters coaches who 
will study and ride along with the Michigan staff during the camp. 
The mentorship will include individualized in-depth consultations 
on  the  details  of  each  coaches’s  individual  program  including 
training  schedules,  technique  and  teaching  approaches  to 
structuring your program for success.

Junior Boys High Performance Camp – July 15 -20

• For strong high school rowers interested in experiencing the 
volume and intensity of a collegiate program in a spring break 
training week, including drill work, long steady state rows, seat 
racing and selection.  The week will conclude at the Michigan 
Club Invitational Regatta in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Junior Boys Learn to Row Camp – July 21 – 24

• For exceptional high school athletes with no prior experience 
in the sport interested in exploring rowing at the collegiate level.

• This camp is open to rising juniors and seniors, and to recently 
graduated high school seniors who will attend Michigan in the 
fall of 2013.

R.O.W. BLUE- June 15-18

• A rowing camp for women surviving breast cancer.

• The camp will run on two tracks, one for expereinced rowers 
and the other for those who have never taken a stroke before but 
want to learn.

Masters Sweep Camp – June 20 – 23

• For Masters rowers, male or female of any age.  The camp will 
take both individual rowers and those looking to work in existing 
lineups from their club.

Masters  Championship  Tune  Up  Camp (Sweep  and Sculling) – 
July 27 – 30

• This is designed for established line-ups to polish their rowing 
for  late  season  competition.  (Canadian  Henley,  Masters 
Nationals)
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Leelanau County Solid Waste Programs

Thank you to all Leelanau County Residents who participated 
in the 2012 Household Hazardous Waste Collections! 

The dates for 2013 are:
 Saturday, May 18, 2013 at the Maple City Road Commission 

Garage
Saturday, August 17, 2013 at the Government Center (Suttons 

Bay)
A third collection will be held in October in Peshawbestown if 

funds are available.
Call the Planning Department at 231-256-9812

to make a Reservation.  RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!   
Click Here  for full size list of 

Acceptable/Unacceptable items
NOTE:  We CAN NOT accept refrigerators, freezers, air-

conditioners, or dehumidifiers.  Also, TV's can be taken back 
to Best Buy.  No cost if under 32" in size.

 
Recycling Video

 RECYCLING HOTLINE:  256-8444

http://michiganrowing.org/camps/
http://www.leelanau.cc/recycling_video.asp
http://www.leelanau.cc/downloads/hhw_flyer_half_sheet2013.pdf
http://m.leelanaunews.com/news/2012-11-20/Front_Page/Rowing_Scholarship.html
http://m.leelanaunews.com/news/2012-11-20/Front_Page/Rowing_Scholarship.html


Leland Harbor Dredging Update
Tony Borden

With water levels in Lake Michigan at a historic low, the 
Leland  Harbor  Commission  is  faced  with  a  greater  than 
usual challenge in funding the dredging of the channel this 
year. Until about three weeks ago it was uncertain where the 
necessary  funding  would  come  from.  Fortunately,  about 
three  weeks  ago  Governor  Snyder  announced  he  was 
seeking to reallocate approximately $10 million from other 
parts  of  the  current  state  budget  in  order  to  provide 
emergency funding this year for the many Lake Michigan 
and Lake Huron harbors that have been so heavily impacted 
by the low water.
Leland could be the recipient of as much as $400,000 for its 
dredging  expense.  Specific  details  of  when  these  funds 
would be forthcoming and when the harbor channel would 
be dredged remain uncertain. It is known that Leland will 
have to provide some matching funds, but that amount is 
also unknown at this time.
Harbormaster Russell Dzuba has been coordinating closely 
with the Great Lakes Small Harbors Coalition, which has 
been very effective at bring this significant problem to the 
attention of the Governor and the state legislature.

March Meltdown

Septic System Sanity
Kay Charter

Executive Director: Saving Birds Thru Habitat
Originally appeared as a Forum in the Leelanau Enterprise

Last  year,  after  attending  a  number  of  Leelanau  Clean  Water 
meetings, I was finally moved to have our septic tank pumped. It 
had been more than a decade since we’d last had it done, and it 
was time. I am perhaps more concerned than most about the need 
for this kind of maintenance; twice during my youth our home 
septic systems had to be completely replaced. Only later did I 
learn  that  both  expenses  could  have  been  avoided,  had  my 
mother heeded warnings not to put coffee grounds and grease 
(and heaven knows what else) down the kitchen sink drain. 

Northport  excavator Jimmy Calhoun installed our system, and 
recommended against putting a garbage disposal in our kitchen. 
He said that if we took good care of our system, it would last  
virtually forever. There are installers who will tell you there is 
nothing wrong with garbage disposals, but we heeded Jimmy’s 
advice. He was, after all, quoting his father, Harry, who was said 
to  know more about septic  systems than any one else  on the 
planet. 

When the pumping company came last year, the man who did 
the work pronounced our tank “very clean.”  And this  after  at 
least 14 years of use. While I don’t recommend going that long, 
you  might  just  want  to  consider  some  of  the  ways  we  have 
maintained a healthy septic system. We followed Jimmy’s advice 
and did not install a garbage disposal (which increases the load 
of solids in the tank, thus decreasing capacity and shortening the 
time  between  needed  pumpings).  We  do  not  dump  coffee 
grounds or fats down the drain, which build up and clog septic 
tank pipes. We do not use strong chemical cleaners and we don’t 
dump solvents down our drain.

I  learned  a  few  other  things  while  researching  the  care  and 
maintenance of septic systems: Our systems can be overloaded 
by simply using  a  lot  of  water  during  a  short  period,  as,  for 
example,  doing all  the family laundry at once, or taking long 
showers and doing laundry immediately after. I’ll be changing 
my laundry schedule in future to one load a day. 

Finally, like many people, I wondered if we should perhaps pick 
up one of those commercial products to help along the process in 
the  tank.  The  answer,  according  to  every  objective  expert 
(including several universities), is a definite “no.” Septic systems 
function when naturally occurring bacteria (from our digestive 
tracts) break down solids. Additives can actually damage septic 
systems by breaking up scum and sludge, causing them to flush 
out of the tank into the drain field. That can result in clogging the 
filtration bed. And that can require installation of an entire new 
system. 

So take care of your septic system, have it pumped regularly, and 
it will last you a good, long while. 
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Leelanau Conservation District
Annual Tree and Shrub Sale

Downloadable Order Form
http://www.leelanaucd.org/

PICK-UP DAY – APRIL 26th
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