Fall 2009

News & Views from the Watershed

Phragmites Invades!
by Larry Hauser
continued on p. 10 | related article p. 5

An alien and highly invasive
strain of Phragmites australis has been discovered on
the shores of Lake Leelanau.
Nonnative Phragmites is a
large, coarse, perennial grass
that takes over wetlands and
road sides. Phragmites becomes so dense that it eliminates native wetland plants.
Alas, Phragmites does not
provide food and shelter for
fish and wildlife such as
those native plant communities provided. This plant is
extremely invasive. Its presence on Lake Leelanau's
shores threatens our beaches, native wetlands plants,
and the birds, and other animals that depend on these
plants for food and cover.
The Phragmites stand pictured above was discovered by
Lake Association member Jane Osiecki on the northwest shore of the south
lake. Fall monitoring of
the Conservancy land in
the Narrows (north of
the bridge) found several new stands there and
on neighboring properties. There is another
large stand (pictured
left) at the mouth of the
Cedar River on South
Lake Leelanau. Much of
the Cedar River stand is
on DNR land but “the
Conservancy is invested
to preserve this important wetland complex and in our
partnership with the DNR,” according to Rowe. The
Conservancy plans to treat as many of its properties as
they can in 2010.

Phragmites has a thick stalk with a hollow stem that can
reach 14 feet in height, and a large plume-like flower that
persists throughout the winter. It will spread by seed or
creeping rhizomes, but it also has surface runners that form
a dense mat of roots up to several feet thick. A single plant
can spread up to 30 feet in one year. According to Vickie
Smith of Wetlands and Wildlife Solutions, on average, a
stand of phragmites will double in size every growing
season.
The best way to combat phragmites is by
the application of the
herbicides glyphosate
and imazapyr. A DEQ
permit is required for
aquatic applications on
inland lakes, and imazapyr applications require a licensed applicator. The permitting process generally requires a preliminary survey of the area to be treated.
.

This past summer, Wildlife and Wetlands Solutions, the
licensed applicator in our area, treated some 51 miles of
Lake Michigan shoreline in Leelanau and Suttons Bay
Townships (pictured above), as well as six miles in Acme.
The Leelanau County applications were funded from a
grant (appropriated through MSU) from the National Fish
and Wildlife Federation, a non-profit agency. The Acme
application was paid for by the township. Though Grand
Traverse Bay phragmites eradication was designated the
number one invasive project for the state this past year,
state funds were not forthcoming.
.

Coping with this aggressive alien species on our shores will
require the vigilance and coordinated effort of shoreline
property owners. Since the best time for herbicide application is late summer to early fall, there is still time to
prepare a coordinated response. The Lake Association is
hoping to coordinate efforts with the Conservancy and
other interested parties in this interim. (Continued on p. 10.)
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To quote American Express, “Membership has its privileges”. Most of the
readers of this letter know there is one
very important privilege of belonging
to our lake association: the satisfaction
of being part of a group dedicated to
protecting the lake we all love. Every
Lake Leelanau property owner and
visitor is grateful for your continued support.

However, there are nearly 200 former members receiving
this newsletter who don’t share that privilege. For our
programs to be successful, we need the financial backing
of every riparian on Lake Leelanau.
As we have necessarily become more aggressive in the
face of so many challenges to the lake and its watershed,
we simply need to spend more and rely more on
membership dues. It is one of the best investments our
members make because their support is multiplied many
times by our dedicated volunteers.
Swimmer’s itch remediation alone will consume over half
our annual revenues at current rates. Phragmites (see
articles on pp. 1 & 5) has now invaded our waters and
we’ll need to help our property owners deal with this
nuisance. Continuing efforts to inform and educate
members through our expanded newsletter has meant
additional costs as well.
Our programs are designed to benefit all riparians, so I
urge all members, current and former to renew. Please
join us, whether at the basic $45 membership or at a
Legacy giving level of $100, $250, or $500. You’ll have
the privilege of joining forces with many of your
neighbors and friends who care deeply about our lake.
JF, pres
PS to members and non-members alike: Encourage your
children and grandchildren to join as well, or give them a
membership as a birthday or Christmas gift.

www.lakeleelanau.org
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2009 Annual Meeting
Saturday, July 18, 2009
Munnecke Room at the Leland Library
The meeting was called to order after
welcoming comments by our President,
John Fitzpatrick, at 9 a.m. Twenty-eight
people signed the attendance sheet.
Secretary’s Report: The report from the
May 21 meeting was distributed at the
door for all to read. It was approved.
Election of Officers: Tom Coulter,
treasurer, and Colleen Moose, secretary,
agreed to serve in these positions again.
There were no nominations from the floor.
They were unanimously voted in with no
opposition.
Finance: Tom Coulter discussed his written report. It was approved
as written.
Fish Report: Pete Taylor reported on the success of Kids’ Fish Day
held on June 28th at Veronica Valley with over 600 people attending.
Inaugural Walkabout: Colleen Moose invited all to the family
walkabout to be held at Veronica Valley County Park on Thursday,
July 23 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. The following activities are planned:
Demonstrations of water quality sampling, phragmites workshop,
education about the watershed, current sewer and septic information,
swimmer’s itch information, kids art booth, self-guided tour of the
park and free hot dogs and soft drinks.
Swimmer’s Itch Program: Dave Reeves, Swimmers Itch Control
Coordinator, talked about the program. He has talked with and
identified a person every ½ mile around the lake that would permit
entering the lake to remove broods. To date 4 broods have been taken
off the lake and relocated to Lake Michigan.
Guest Speaker: Rob Karner (right) was
introduced by Bob Miller. Rob is a science
teacher at the Leelanau School and the
Swimmers Itch Coordinator and Biologist
for Glen Lake. He presented an excellent
talk and slide show about the successful
program at Glen Lake. He answered
questions and shared his knowledge as to
how the program might be successful on our
lakes
Volunteers: John Fitzpatrick thanked the volunteers attending and
encouraged all to become involved.
Announcements: John Fitzpatrick showed the picture of the lake that
will be given to Gwen and Jim Rich for their many years of service to
the lake association as membership chairman and mailing of the
newsletters. Bob Miller asked us to thank The Blue Bird for the
coffee they donated to the meeting today. A reminder that we have
been invited to the Glen Lake Assoc.
annual meeting on August 8 at 9 a.m.
Logan Hardie made the motion to
adjourn. Harold Martin second. The
meeting ended at 9:45 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Moose, LLLA Secretary

Lovers of Lake Leelanau Take Note!
The Lake Leelanau Lake Association, The Watershed Center and the Conservancy are
updating the Lake Leelanau Watershed Management Plan. As part of this process we
are hosting a Stakeholder Meeting to gather input from all interested citizens,
businesses, and organizations concerned about the health of Lake Leelanau. The
meeting will be held on December 1st, 2009 from 5-7 p.m. at the Leelanau County
Governmental Center.
The current watershed management plan no longer meets EPA requirements. As a
result, the watershed is not eligible for further funding under Section 319 of the Clean
Water Act and the Clean Michigan Initiative program. In addition to significant funding
potential, the revised plan will allow concerned citizens and watershed groups to focus
their objectives and delineate measurable goals that address the current concerns of the
watershed, some of which were not even present during the formation of the original
plan. The purpose of this initial meeting is to introduce the major partners, describe the
update process and gather any initial feedback from partners about revisions/additions
to the existing plan. Current concerns for the watershed will also be shared. For more
info: contact Yarrow Wolfe by e-mail (ywolfe@theconservancy.com) or phone (231256-9665) at the Conservancy.

Itch: Email Questionnaire Response Summary
by Wayne Swallow
Number Respondents 47
Number Reporting Itch 42
North Lake 32
South Lake 17
Number of People Infected
• Adults 105
• Children 104
Months of Occurrence
• May 2
• June 9
• July 21
• August 7
• September 1
Total Days of Itch (# infected x days lasted for each) = 1517
Treatment Cost
• < $50: 16
• $51-$100: 7
• $101-$200: 1
• > $200: 1
Doctors Visits 2
Recreation Days Avoided Because of Itch
• Number of People: 222
• Total Days Avoided (# people x days avoided each) = 1330
Years Swimmers Itch Has Been a Problem
• 1 to 5: 4
• 6 to 10: 6
• 11 to 20: 6
• > 20: 7
Thanks to 47 LLLA members who responded to the email survey we
distributed. The purpose of the survey was to gather information on potential
“health effects” and economic impact of swimmers itch on LLLA members.
The numbers we tabulated will help support our application to the US Fish and
Wildlife Service for a depredation permit. Two hundred nine LLLA members
and family encountered a total of 1517 days of swimmers itch. Another 222
reported they avoided entering the lake for recreation for 1330 days. While this
number cannot be directly related to lost economic impact, it supports some of
the comments members provided about seeking water recreation in other places.
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Letters to the Editor

Count me Out on Relocating Wildlife

One Guy's Opinion

While over my lifetime, we have had instances of
swimmers itch, I would not describe it as a problem.
Particularly in the last couple of decades. I don't agree
with relocating wildlife.

.

In researching information on swimmer's itch on line, all sources say that
all water fowl can contribute to swimmer's itch problems, including all
ducks, geese, and swans. Why is it that this is never mentioned in your
discussions on swimmer's itch. I can't imagine chasing a few broods of
mergansers off will make a difference when so many other water foul
habitat the shallow waters regularly such as the mallards, swans, wood
ducks, etc.
I'm not saying remove all water foul, as I enjoy them, but I'm wondering if
you are going to spend a lot of money trying to control a problem that
naturally increases and decreases with the weather and waterfowl ... all
water fowl. The people who get paid for working on the problem probably
can't be trusted to tell you that you are giving them money you may not
need to.
One guy's opinion
Don Payne
5935 E. Ryan's Way, Lake Leelananau

Editor's Response
Don, this response from SICon's FAQ document addresses part of your
concern:
.

Q: How do you know that mergansers are the primary carrier and therefore
primary cause of our swimmer’s itch?
A: We have checked thousands of birds for patent (mature) schistosome
infections over the past 35 years from dozens of lakes. Although mallards,
geese, swans, blackbirds and many other birds carry the parasite, our studies
have shown that the common merganser is unquestionably the main culprit in
clear-water lakes across the northern part of the country where Lymnaeid snails
are found. If doubts still linger for your lake, however, you will be fully trained
in how to check all bird species for the parasite, allowing you to make
conclusions for your lake.

The removal and inoculation of mergansers has shown success – fewer
reported cases of itch along with big reductions in snail infestation levels –
on Glen Lake. Record levels of infection found in Lymnaeid snails in our
North Lake point to merganser-Lymnaeid cycle schistosomes being also
the principal culprits in the North Lake. Doubts do linger as to the cause
on the South Lake where SICon found few Lymnaeid snails in surveying
the lake this past spring.
Larry Hauser

SICon Overpriced
The evaluation of SICon (Blankespoor's operation) is dubious. First, most
all results are "public", as I suspect most were obtained with government
monies. And, second, the first such grant supported program was on Lake
Leelanau, as well as Glen Lake. The first Summer, his students were very
visible, and there were postings- on the walls within a Fountain Point
Building- pictures and reporting of his initial findings. He and/or his
assistants were present to answer questions. In fact, one of the pictures was
taken when they were attempting to catch ducks with nets and maybe a
cage on our front yard. Other Lakes, beside these two, might need to
deposit some equity to buy-in to his results. But, having provided for his
kick-off effort (a very significant supportive motion), LLLA should not
owe much with regard to free use of the results. IMHO.

I think the LLLA did great work on the Narrows issues,
but I need further convincing that relocating wildlife is the
right approach. After not initially renewing my dues this
summer, I had reconsidered until I got this [itch survey] email. I would need a balanced look at wildlife relocation,
its impact on merganser populations, its likelihood of
success, etc., before I would rejoin.
Paula Greeno.

Editor's Response
Paula, thanks for you comments. I wish I could say I
"would not describe the itch as a problem" where I swim
on the east side of the North Lake. My friend down the
shore -- who has lived here many years and who has been
coming to the lake most every summer since she was a
child -- says this past summer was the worst she can recall.
My granddaughters (ages 12 & 13) wouldn't go in the
water for fear of it. SICon found the highest rates of
infestation they had ever recorded in snails gathered from
the North Lake. I understand that not all parts of our lake
are equally affected: wind and current affect the distribution of the organisms. Perhaps you are fortunately
located. Also, not everyone is equally sensitive. Perhaps
you are among the lucky ones.
I am sorry you have decided not to renew you membership
in the Association. We need good thoughtful people like
you. As for the ducks, I don't believe the relocation is that
hard on them. They are taken to Lake Michigan, so the
ducklings imprint on
that lake, and will return there, rather than
to Lake Leelanau, to
mate and nest next
spring. The adults, on
the other hand, having
already imprinted on
Lake Leelanau, will
return to our lake to
mate and nest again,
next year. That is why the captured adults, before being
released, are inoculated to kill the itch organisms in their
systems. You can learn more about the relocation process
at the Glen Lake website. There you can see pictures -even a video, I think -- of the capture & inoculation
process. This regimen has proven effective in reducing
snail infestation rates and reported cases of itch on Glen
Lake.
Thanks for your past support of our organization. I hope
your will see fit to rejoin us soon. We need the help of
concerned riparians like you.
Larry Hauser

Bill LeGray
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A Death Dealing Plant of Ponds, Lakes and Wetlands
by Kay Charter: Executive Director, Saving Birds Through Habitat
photos by Robert Epstein

The title of this piece might bring to mind something like
deadly nightshade or Socrates’ cup of poison hemlock.
Virtually all living things are susceptible to some kind of
toxin. But there is another way in which plants can be
deadly. Those that find their way out of their normal range,
and thus have no herbivorous enemies, kill by outcompeting or suffocating native vegetation.
Kudzu,
oriental honeysuckles and black swallow-wort smother
vegetation, blocking the sun’s life-giving rays.
Phragmites australis, is a plant that kills native vegetation
by out-competing it. This nasty plant arrived in North
America several hundred years ago. In spite of the fact that
it has been here for centuries, only five of our native insects
have adapted to the chemicals it produces and can thereby
feed on it. Within its native range in Europe and Asia, a
hundred and seventy species of insects feed on this wetland
grass. That numerical difference explains why Phragmites
australis is so invasive here. Nothing eats it. Or, more
accurately, not enough things eat it to keep it under control.
This is bad news for lakefront landowners, where
Phragmites spreads until it has filled every inch of its
preferred habitat. It is worse news for wildlife, especially
migrating birds that are already in trouble.
The two birds shown here, regular Leelanau County nesters,
are particularly hard hit when “Phrag” overcomes native
wetland habitats. The first, Virginia Rail (below), is a
secretive species of freshwater marshes. If we were to look
at this rail head-on, we would see that its laterally
compressed body enables movement through dense wetland
vegetation in its required habitat. (It is this thin appearance
that gave rise to the phrase, “thin as a rail.”) In spite of the
bird’s ability to move through dense vegetation, it cannot
penetrate Phragmites australis; the stands are simply too
compact to allow for such movement. Even if rails could
get through Phrag, virtually none of the insects that are
important to the birds’ diets would occur there.

Common Yellowthroat (above), an engaging little masked
member of the warbler family (which also nests in our
area), is equally impacted, losing the dense, shrubby
vegetation it prefers for nesting. And since insects
comprise the entire diet for yellowthroats, there is no food
for them in stands of Phragmites australis.
The threats caused by this plant to riparian ecosystems
finally triggered action to control it. (It is both frustrating
and maddening that governmental entities once promoted it
for erosion control along roadways.) This past spring,
Michigan DNR, joined more than thirty nonprofit
organizations in an educational push that included
workshops, radio and television coverage and newspaper
articles. In conjunction with those efforts, DNR biologist
Brian Piccolo applied for grants to treat the plant. Brian’s
efforts paid off when he snagged a $100,000 Federal grant
to begin a Phragmites control program in the Grand
Traverse area. (A bit of confusion has developed about the
targeted area for the funds…they were to be used only for
properties on Lake Michigan and Grand Traverse Bay. No
inland areas were included.)
The funding reached the state by the middle of summer.
Unfortunately, the state legislature did not release the
funds for their intended use, but simply sat on them. They
are still sitting on them. Since there is a narrow window
for spraying, that means the control program will have to
wait until next year. Our legislators should hang their
collective heads in shame.
Members of inland lake associations might reasonably
wonder why they should care about what is happening on
someone else’s property. They should care because getting
control of Phragmites australis requires treatment
everywhere it occurs. Spotty eradication measures are
futile, as this habitat-devouring plant will just continue to
move in from infested areas. And we must control it. If we
fail to do so, private and public beaches will be adversely
impacted, as will many wildlife species, including nesting
Virginia Rails and Common Yellowthroats.
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Oh, What a Night
by Susan Green
photos by Larry Hauser

One hundred Lake Association Legacy members,
Kayakers, Runabouts, and Cruisers, gathered on
September 12th for an evening of celebration. Any year on
beautiful Lake Leelanau is a good year, but 2009, with the
beginning of aggressive action against Swimmer’s Itch,
more Legacy members than ever, and the most fabulous
September weather in memory was particularly worthy.

Stonehedge is the
third historic location
of the Legacy Celebration.
Karl and
Clarice Detzer built it
in the 1920’s on 17
acres with 365’ of
waterfront; so, yes, it
could have been the
scene of Gatsby-like parties; and if the stories
from long-time Lelanders are true, it was. The
Detzers who were reporters, book authors , and
later newspaper publishers commissioned the
original living room, dining room and kitchen,
and with the success of each new book added
bedrooms, a secret stairway, and a den. The
Detzers left the house in the 50’s and it was
occupied by a series of renters until Helen and
David Meeker of Troy, Ohio, bought it in 1968.
For 33 years generations of Meekers swam and
sailed, ran on the lawn, played Hide and Seek in
the hedges, and honed their game on the tennis
court. In 2001, Kim and Bruce Olson of St.
Louis, Missouri, bought Stonehedge and
extensively renovated it while preserving its
charm, magic, and history.

Legacy members arrived under a canopy of trees, through
tall stone gates festooned with balloons.
The house,
Stonehedge, seemed like a set from THE GREAT
GATSBY. The evening was perfect- warm but not hot, no
humidity, a gentle breeze, and the view from the terrace
across the lake was so long that it disappeared with the
curve of the earth. It wasn’t hard to imagine women
dressed in organdy with roses in their hair and men in
white linen suits all sipping Rob Roys and Whiskey Sours The Lake Association owes a great debt of
under paper lanterns.
gratitude to the Olsons, Susan Nichols, owner of
The Lake Association’s Legacy Party was even better. Fountain Point (2008), and Rink Wheeler of
White fairy lights sparkled off Warden’s Point (2007) for generously opening
glasses of wines provided by their historic properties and homes to all of you
local wineries. They were a who love the lake and generously support its
perfect complement to the pristine beauty.
food, smoked trout, shrimp,
meatballs, stuffed mushrooms,
assorted cheeses, vegetables
and dips, and crackers and
breads artfully arranged on
long tables with colorful
linens and pitchers of wild flowers. Guests could eat,
drink, and explore the house and boat house, guided by
our gracious host, Kim Olson.
Photos: Stonehedge (top of page). Meatballs (above). Hostess, Kim Olsen (above
right). Susan Green, John Fitzpatrick, Maryellen Hadjisky (right).
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My Bad: Editor's Corrections

Stonehedge Revisted

by Larry Hauser

by Maryellen Hadjisky

.

History is constantly being revised. And so is the Stonehedge
story. For instance:
• The man in the extreme right of the men pictured at
Stonehedge (below) is, in reality, Karl's son, Mike. (Karl
had no brother Mark).
• There is NO evidence that Indian Joe hid out with Karl or
that building pictured (below) with Joe in his canoe is the
cabin.
• It is interesting to include the new information that the
Senior Dabney family owned and enjoyed Stonehedge
from the early 1950s until about 1964-5. A grandson,
Gordon Dabney Jr. fondly remembered visits there to the
“Big Lawn,” which is still, to this day, a landmark on the
North Lake Leelanau Shore.

Apologies are due to Maryellen Hadjisky, from the
editor' for two additions of dubious veracity that I
thought I had culled from our conversation and
included in the article, thus introducing doubtful
claims and possibly even falsehoods into her careful
and painstaking research. Again, I offer her my
sincere and heartfelt apology.
The claims of questionable veracity in questions
include the following:
•

•

L to R: Ray Bidwell, Karl Detzer, Earl McKinney, Mke Detzer

That, it was “with Joe” that Karl allegedly
hid out from the sheriff after “an escapade
with Indian bones”. While Karl is alleged to
have hid out in Joe's “Civil War era cabin
that was still on the lakeshore in the 1920s”
there is no evidence that Joe Manitou was
occupying the cabin at the time, such as
would warrant the assertion that it was with
Joe that Karl hid out.
That “legend has it that Joe's bones are
interred somewhere on the property” around
Stonehedge is another assertion that,
according to Maryellen, is unwarranted, and
probably derived from my misunderstanding
of something else she told me.

Again, as editor, I extend my sincere and heartfelt
apology to Maryellen for these misrepresentations,
and the Lake Association's hearty thanks to her for
her contribution to our newsletter, and in making the
recent Legacy Circle Celebration such a big success.
Fall Day
by Maria Ranier Rilke
translated by B. Abbott & L. Hauser
Lord, it is time.
This was a very big summer.
Lay your shadows over the sundial,
and let the winds loose on the fields.
Command the last fruits to be full;
give them two more sunny days,
urge them on to fulfillment and throw
the last sweetness into the heavy wine.

The Leelanau Historical Society photo above (currently on display at the
Eyaawing Cultural Museum) shows Joe Manitou on Lake Leelanau. The
building in the background, according to Laura Quackenbush, is
probably the old shingle mill near the Leland River entrance.
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Who has no house now, will never build one.
Whoever is alone now, will long remain so,
Will watch, read, write long letters
and will wander in the streets, here and there
restlessly, when the leaves blow.

2nd Annual Freshwater Summit: Strategy
Sesssion Features Itch Control Discussion

Itch Email Questionnaire Comments

by Larry Hauser

LLLA President John Fitzpatrick, Water Quality Chair
Wayne Swallow, and Communications Chair Larry
Hauser attended the 2nd annual Freshwater Summit at
NMC's Hagerty Center. Keynote speaker Tom Kelly
addressed the Ecological History of the Great Lakes.
Concurrent session topics included Hybridization
between Invasive and Native American Milfoils and its
Management Implications, a Hydrographic Survey of
Grand Traverse Bay, Lake Association Partnerships
with High Schools, and Community Resiliency-- a
Case Study on Phragmites, Green Infrastructure &
Watershed Forestry, and Michigan's Wetlands
Program.
In the late afternoon Lake Association Strategy
Session, John Fitzpatrick discussed the Lake Leelanau
Lake Associations itch initiative, and invited the
cooperation of other lakes in carrying on the SICon
inoculate-and-relocate program after the dissolution of
SICon. The Glen and Crystal Lake Associations are
among those considering partnering with our
association in taking over this program. The feasibility
of any of this depends mightily on the ability of our
association, or the partnering associations, to obtain a
federal “depredation permit” to allow removal of
mergansers from our lakes.

We had less of a problem in the past when CuSO4 was applied along the
shoreline regularly. There is a definite correlation to wind drift & increased
wave action, both of which increase daily itch levels when they occur.
Editors Note: Application of Copper sulfate (CuSO4) requires a permit
from the DEQ and, in the opinion of the Lake Association is inadvisable in
any case. It adds heavy metal pollution (Copper is a heavy metal) to the
lake, unnecessarily harm other mollusks, and poisons spawning fish.
We waded in the water and within 10 minutes felt the itch. Everyone took
showers immediately. My husband who rarely gets bit by anything was
covered on his ankles. My 2 boys had it also, one worse than the other on
their legs and arms. One boy had to take Benadryl for 4 days, one for 2 days.
It seems to be in the shallow water which is where kids usually spend their
time. We did not swim as much this year.
Don't really know because it doesn't affect me. And, I'm a real water bug.
I'm in the water as much as possible; however, I mainly like to swim in
water over my head. Will anchor boat and swim in middle of lake.
This is a terrible situation for such a beautiful lake! My Children and
Grandchildren are afraid to go into the water on this lake because of this
issue. Not sure next year if we will have any water activities on this lake
with my kids. Now we will drive over to Lake Michigan to play in the
water.. How sad is that? My one Grand Daughter broke out a week after
being in the water on Lake Leelanau and it did not show up until she was
back in Colorado a week later and taken to a Doctor...This was the most
severe case of swimmers itch we have ever had.
We have heard about this problem for years, but the only time we ever get
wet in the lake is in waders doing work on the boathouse or dock. Never
expose ourselves.
I was at our home on the north lake (2793 N. Lake Leelanau Dr.) for 10 days
in July. The three of us never set foot in the lake because of the itch and the
return of the mergansers.
I have never personally suffered from the itch until this past summer, I now
have a whole new understanding of just exactly what my children went
through all those years they were small, in the shallows and came out
covered with the itch. It affects your very quality of life. Your sleeping
habits are disrupted, your enjoyment of outdoor and water activities is
severely limited, the itching makes you frantic at times, it goes on and on.
Nothing really soothes it for any length of time. I used to treat my children
with Benadryl, all that did was put them to sleep, probably not a bad thing
for the wee little ones, not so great for me. So you're tired, itching, unable to
enjoy the lake and generally grumpy with no end in sight, or so it seems
while your in the midst of it. I am not sure what happened this year that I
ended up with it (over 100 spots, I counted) but I assure you, I will not be
swimming like I have in the past, I'll always worry that the itch is lingering
just below the surface and I'll fret over every little itch until this thing is
resolved.
.

If you just dry off after you get in the water. Stay out of the shallow waterthis is the hard one for the kids. We have used the sun screen with bug
repellent in it but I do not like putting that stuff on my kids or on myself.
.
This summer I took precautions as recommended by the Association and did
not get the itch. I also warned renters and as far as I know, no one got it. At
least no one told me about it if they did.
We have owned our property for 5 years and never had an incidence of
swimmers itch. However, we always have the children use an outdoor
shower to wash off after lake swimming. We also tend to do most of our
swimming off the boat in deeper water. Our neighbors did have children
who contracted swimmer's itch this summer. Their shoreline is located aprx
800-1000 ft north of ours.

John Fitzpatrick addresses the Lake Association Strategy Session
regarding the future of the LLLA Swimmers Itch initiative.
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I know people who no longer vacation on Lake Leelanau and bought
cottages elsewhere because of many years of getting the itch. It has a
definite negative impact to the local economy.

Inaugural Family Walkabout
by Colleen Moose
Photos by Larry Hauser

The inaugural Family Walkabout took place July 23 at
Veronica Valley County Park. The free event had forty-one
people participate and enjoy the beautiful day. The attendees
listened to information on the Current Swimmers Itch Program
presented by Dave Reeves, Lake Leelanau Swimmers Itch
Coordinator; viewed phragmites and learned about their
destruction on our shore line in West Bay from Susan Cordes
from the Leelanau Conservation District; saw a picture of the
Lake Leelanau Watershed (below) and had questions answered
by Matt Heiman from the Leelanau Conservancy.
Additionally, Wayne Wunderlich, chairman of the Leland
Sewer Committee, talked about current sewer and septic
information, and a kids painting station was set up with
supplies donated by the Great Lakes Children’s Museum with
Lake Association members Marilyn McKee and Jessie Ray
helping the children.
Free hot dogs and soft drinks were supplied by the Lake
Association and enjoyed by all with the help of Russell Flick
and Bonnie Gotshall, Association members and volunteers at
the grill.
A special thank you to all who attended and helped to make
this day informative and interesting.

Wildflowers of the Watershed

Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine
Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine published in
February, May, August, & November and devoted to the
management and wise use of Michigan’s lakes and streams.
The cost of an individual subscription is $10.00. To
subscribe, mail your contact information (mailing address &
phone) along with a check for $10 to The Michigan
Riparian | P.O. Box 122 | Long Lake, Michigan 48743.
Or complete & mail the downloadable form from their
website: http://www.mi-riparian.org/.
.

Repeat Notice: savings to members being slight ($2 yr.), takers being few,
and the troubles many, the Lake Association is no longer offering grouprate subscriptions to the Riparian. If you are currently subscribed through
the Association, just renew yourself at the individual subscription rate (as
described above) when your current subscription expires to continue
receiving this fine publication. Mention you are an LLLA Lake
Association Member, and they may still be willing to offer a discount.
.

Further notice: If you are not receiving issues of the Michigan Riparian for
which you have paid a subscription, please constant them at the above
address, or through their website, to verify your mailing addresses with
them. Apparently they are experiencing difficulties with their mailing list.
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Cont. from pg. 1
Phragmites Invades!

Art of the Watershed
The Narrows
by Sue Quinlan

In the meantime, if you discover phragmites on your land, we
recommend that you cut a stem and take the sample to the
Conservation District Office in Lake Leelanau for positive
identification. There is a noninvasive native variety of
Phragmites australis which – though it, generally, grows less
densely, is smaller in stature, and has thinner and more reddish
stems – might easily be mistaken for the invasive sort. The
Conservation District Office is also a good source for
information about what to do about invasive phragmites, if you
have it, and how to go about getting rid of it.
“Catching it early is the best thing to do,” Vickie Smith says.
Jenée Rowe expresses a similar thought: “it will only spread
and become more costly” if we fail to deal with it now. In
other words ... Kill it before it multiplies! It has come for our
birds and our beaches.
.

Leland Township Planning Commission
Narrows Overlay District Proposal
.

The Leland Township Planning Commission is currently
deliberating changing the zoning ordinances to recognize a
special “Narrows Overlay District”: what protection this
special district designation affords the sensitive Narrows area,
of course, depends on the details that remain to hashed out. If
you would like to have input – or just be a witness – to these
deliberations the Planning Commission generally meets the
first Wednesday of each month, at the Leland Township Office
at 112 Philip St. in Lake Leelanau (adjacent to the
Conservation District Office). The next meeting will be
Wednesday, December 2nd.
.

INTENT (draft statement)

LLLA Encourages
Leland Township Sewer Options Task Force
The Board of Directors of the Lake Leelanau Lake
Association supports the efforts of the Leland Township
Sewer Options Task Force. Finding practical solutions to the
problems of sewage disposal for the riparian property owners
on North Lake Leelanau is critical to the future quality of our
lake.
Since the primary mission of our lake association is to protect
the quality of our county’s greatest asset, Lake Leelanau and
its watershed, sewage issues are a topic of great concern to us;
but a concern we don’t have the resources to pursue on our
own. Surveys of our members have shown a consistent
interest in dealing with sewage as a threat to water quality,
with a majority favoring an inspection process. We applaud
the Task Force's exploration of alternative solutions to aging
septic systems that we fear are already degrading the lake.

It is the intent of the Narrows Overlay District to acknowledge the unique
and sensitive nature of the Lake Leelanau Narrows area and provide
protection of this resource while allowing for residential development and
limited commercial development where some development can be
adequately accommodated. This area is characterized by primarily existing
residential and commercial shoreline development and is designed to
incorporate these existing land uses and provide for their continuation and
redevelopment. This Narrows Overlay District also includes limited areas
of vacant land and is intended to provide for the use of this vacant land
while preserving the character of the nearby existing stable residential
areas, neighborhoods and commercial areas in the District. The fragility of
the Lake Leelanau Narrows associated wetland areas and the sewer
availability issues result in some significant development constraints in this
area. The purpose of this district is to permit shoreline development along
the Narrows area while assuring the maintenance of safe and healthy
conditions, prevent and control water pollution, reduce hazards to persons
and damage to property as a result of flood conditions, protect fish and
other aquatic life, and guide development so as to preserve the economic
and natural environmental value of the shore lands. The Narrows District is
intended to implement, in part, the Waterfront Residential and Village
Mixed Use components in the future land use plan of the Leland Township
Master Plan.
The Narrows Overlay District is generally depicted on the map below (not
shown), and is an area 100 feet in depth from the water’s edge.
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Legacy Circle Members
as of 10/31

Kayakers

Kayakers

$500 or more contributors

$100-$249 Contributors

$100-$249 Contributors

Victoria & Peter Alpaugh
Pam Fortune & Dan Werbe
David & Beth Howard
Susan Nichols
Paul & Katy Rady
Barbara Wilson

Jack & Irene Fiebing
Brian Williams & Linda Fisher-Williams
Peggy Fitzgerald
David & Alice Fox
Bud & Cheryl Frick
Marc & Linda Gallini
Eleanor Golden
Jack & Nancy Gottschalk
R. Jeffrey & Susan Green
John & Christine Greeno
Carl & Mary Hammond
John & Jane Handloser
Sherwood & Logan Hardie
Alan & Elisa Harold
Charles & Anne Hesse
Frederick & Judy Hill
David & Nancy Hunter
Walter & Marilyn Johnston
James & Cynthia Kacin
Michael & Mary Kedzierski
John & Rosemary Kelsch
Jim & Barb Kobberstad
Rick & Sandy Koehler
Charles & Barbara Krause
Judy & Jamie LaFave
John Leugers
Bill & Lynda Leugers
Sheldon & Judy Levin
Eloise E. Lund
Ray & Penny Malcoun
Jane & Alex Maximovich
Ben & Betsy McCallister
Charles & Dorene McKenna
Michael & Kimberly McWilliams
Peggy Meeker
Richard & Sally Meese
Richard & Lynne Mileham
Valarie & Robert Miner Foster
Jim & Nancy Mogle
Preston & Colleen Moose
Bill & Jackie Morrison
John & Carolyn Motlow
Charles & Yvonne Passarelli
Thomas & Lynda Pavelka
Thomas & Christine Pfennig
Margaret Phillips
David & Sally Reeves

Robert & Bonny Risbridger
Mary Beth Rollings
Jeff & Kay Sanborn Johnson
Ron & Mary Sexton
Marie Shugart
Allan & Melissa Smith
Terry & Donna Stanton
Don & Tricia Stogsdill
Daniel & Debra Stricof
Donald & Toni Stuhldreher
Wayne & Pat Swallow
Leroy & Bonnie Taglauer
Peter & Mary Taylor
Richard & Sera Thompson
Ron & Ann Thompson
Barbara Vilter
William G. Vogt
John & Carrie Wadas
Bernard & Janice Weidenaar
Rob & Joanne Witte
Randy & Joan Woods
Roger & Linda Wooton
Wayne & Dorothy Wunderlich
Charles & Barbara Yearn
Gordon & Sharon Zimmer
George & Kathleen Zink

Cruisers

Runabouts
$250-$499 contributors

George Basta, Jr.
Gilbert & Anne Bogley
John & E.J. Fitzpatrick
Janet Goettle
Paul & Laura Jacobson
Richard & Kathy Lippert
John & Nancy McNamara
Robert & Jane Miller
Bruce & Kimberly Olson
Michael & Josefina Sebaly
Kayakers
$100-$249 Contributors

Barbara Abbott & Larry Hauser
Robert & Janet Alflen
Frank & Janet Andress
Daniel Appel
Keith & Sharon Ashley
David & Gaye Atha
Martha Baker
Donald & Anne Baty
Bob & Nancy Bayer
Royce & Margie Beers
John & Catherine Burns
Don & Jan Carlsen
Robert & Pattie Coffaro
Donald & Laurie Coppins
Thomas & Jeannie Coulter
Anna Dickson
William & Jennifer Doyle
Rick & Kathy Ehrenberger
Vincent & Barbara Engerer
Hugh & Betty Farber
Robert & Catherine Fast
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Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Lake Leelanau, MI
Permit # 11

P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123
Address Service Requested

NAME _____________________________________________________________

BASIC MEMBERSHIP

E-mail ______________________________________________________________

[ ] $45

Spouse/Partner’s Name ________________________________________________

LEGACY MEMBERSHIPS: Basic included. Watch for
special events in 2009 for Legacy Members

E-mail _____________________________________________________________
OFF-SEASON OR YEAR-ROUND MAILING ADDRESS
Street ____________________________________________

[ ] $500 Cruisers
[ ] $250 Runabouts
[ ] $100 Kayakers
DONATIONS _________

City ____________________________ State ______ Zip ___________

TOTAL ENCLOSED___________

Phone _____________________ E-mail _________________________

Will you donate your time?

SUMMER MAILING ADDRESS if different

[ ] Yes!! I’m here year ‘round

Street ____________________________________________

[ ] Yes!! I’m here summer only

City ____________________________ State ______ Zip ___________

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Phone _____________________
photocopy or cut out this form, complete, enclose check for the appropriate
amount, and mail to
LLLA, PO Box 123, Leland, MI 49654
Or use the online payment option available at our website.

www.lakeleelanau.org
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] Fish Committee
] Township Representative
] Legacy Events
] Communications Committee
] Water Quality Committee
] Membership
] Safety/Boating Committee

