Summer 2009

News & Views from the Watershed

Itch Control Underway
by Wayne Swallow
(see related story on pg. 5)

evaluating snails. However, SICon found no pond snail
beds in the south lake, even after a full day of two
snorkelers searching likely beaches. Pond snail beds with
concentrations over 20/square meter, in 2’-3’ of water, are
needed to allow efficient collection.
Merganser trapping will continue on both north and south
lake, because swimmers itch is occurring on both lakes.
However, assessing snail infection rates in the south lake
will likely not occur this year. Determining the reason why
swimmers itch is occurring on south lake without the
presence of the pond snail, is beyond the scope of SICon’s
contract. The LLLA board will seek advice on how best to
ascertain the presence of or control of swimmers itch in the
south lake in the absence of the pond snail.

Collecting Snails for Study

The Lake Leelanau Lake Association (LLLA), with the
help of Swimmers Itch Control LLLC (SICon) has
initiated common merganser trapping to control
swimmers itch, as promised in the LLLA's spring
newsletter (accessible online, at our website).
Controlling swimmers itch is a multi-year effort. This
is an initial progress report of where we stand.
LLLA has hired Swimmers Itch Control, LLC (SICon)
of Holland, Michigan to perform the merganser
trapping and has hired Dave Reeves as its coordinator
to maintain a hotline for merganser brood sightings (see
pg. 6), to verify the reports, and to notify SICon about
confirmed broods. Keep a lookout for merganser
broods and report them to Dave. We are experiencing a
late season hatch this year because of the cold spring.
SICon has removed two broods, one from each the
north and south lake. Other broods have been reported,
but Dave Reeves and SICon were not able to locate
them. SICon will return to the lake around the middle
of July to remove any broods that have been reported in
the interim.

An indirect way of measuring control success is to monitor
incidents of swimmers itch. The LLLA encourages riparian
residents and lake users to report swimmers itch cases by
using our website link to SICon or going directly to SICon's
form: http://www.swimmersitch.org/report.html: please put
your lake address in the blank for ‘nearest city’.

LLLA’s Future Swimmers Itch Control Program
Our 2009 spring newsletter outlined the Association's plans
to use SICon to begin its itch control effort this year. We
also mentioned that SICon would be selling its business,
and would not be available for the multi-year effort needed
for successful control. The LLLA board is dedicated to
reduce swimmers itch in Lake Leelanau because of input
from LLLA members. To that end we will review SICon’s
proposal to sell its business to determine the best method to
keep the service available for LLLA use. Alternatives
include teaming with other associations, seeking grants to
fund the service or business, and encouraging other entities
to buy the business.

SICon also conducted an evaluation of parasite
infection rates of snails to establish a “pre-control”
baseline. The snail which causes swimmers itch in Lake
Leelanau and other area lakes is Stagnicola
emarginatus, the St. Lawrence pond snail. SIcon had
good success in North Lake Leelanau collecting and

Snorkeling for snails
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2009 Annual Meeting
July 18th 9am-11am
Munnecke Room at the Leland Library

John Fitzpatrick
In the “Wizard of Oz”, Dorothy says to Toto, “We’re not in
Kansas anymore”. We lakeshore residents aren’t in Winnetka,
Birmingham, or Indian Hills anymore either. In fact, we are
in such a different place that we need to discard many old
ways of thinking. Trying to transplant them up here can result
in irreparable damage to the very thing that brought us here…
the lake.
You may be wondering what I’m talking about. Some of these issues will seem
obvious, but others may surprise you.
Waterfront vegetation: A greenbelt of native species provides a filter that
absorbs 80% more pollutants than a lawn. It’s also habitat for desirable creatures
like butterflies.
Disposals: Less use means less clogging of your septic system. Composting fruit
and vegetable scraps is an alternative that will help your garden grow.
Fertilizers: A pound of phosphates in fertilizer runoff can produce up to 500
pounds of aquatic vegetation. Buy fertilizer with a zero as the middle number on
the package.
Driveways: Paved surfaces create runoff of everything from fertilizer to road
salt. Gravel, pervious pavers, and Cor-Mat (used on golf course cart paths) are all
better.
Detergents: Non-phosphorus kitchen and laundry detergents are widely
available, but you need to look for them.
Lawn debris: Dumping leaves, twigs, etc. into the lake is pollution that feeds
undesirable vegetation growth. Again, composting is a great use of these
materials.
Septic systems: When was the last time yours was inspected? Every three years
is the standard. Otherwise, more weeds in the lake and health risks to swimmers
may result.
Outdoor lighting: It might be a safety or vanity issue back home, but it’s just
another form of unwanted pollution up here. Unnecessary light dims our glorious
night skies.
These are all issues we can do something about. The rest of the newsletter will
give you more guidance on each of them, so please read on.
If you think your household doesn’t matter that much, here’s a cautionary tale.
Phoenix was once the place to which Northerners with allergies were sent for
relief. Once there, they landscaped with familiar species…many of the same ones
that made them sick in the first place. Now the Phoenix area is considered one of
the best cities in America to practice allergy medicine. They brought Kansas to
Arizona. Let’s not make the same mistake.

Election of officers & committee chairs.
Discussion of the swimmers itch abatement
program and other issues facing the lake, and
regarding the direction of the organization. Meet
the officers and Board Members. Keynote address
In direct response to last year’s member survey, we have begun a comprehensive
on swimmers itch control by Glen Lake biologist
Rob Karner. Progress report by Swimmers Itch swimmers itch program. It is important …and expensive. To support our efforts,
we need EVERY riparian to join the LLLA, pay their dues, and join one of our
Control Coordinator, Dan Reeves.

Lake Leelanau Walkabout
Thursday, July 23 2009: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Veronica Valley County Park
Learn about the watershed and enjoy refreshments
and fun activities for the whole family. Volunteer
to help: call Colleen Moose at 231-256-7060
.

www.lakeleelanau.org

Legacy categories if they can. This program affects everyone on the lake, and we
need everyone’s help to assure its success.
PS Please come to our Annual Meeting on July 18. We have an expert speaker
on swimmers itch, and breakfast too. You can also learn more about how to be a
responsible steward for this precious and fragile body of water that we all love.
See you there!
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Earth Day 2009: Kids Plant Trees

A Tribute to Gwen Rich

by Larry Hauser

by Mary Taylor
It was sometime in the late 90's or early 2000 (neither of
us can remember exactly) when Gwen assumed
responsibility for ‘communications’ for the Lake
Association.... but I like to take the credit for finding her
and getting her to a accept a position on the Board of
Directors. I could not have performed my duties as VP
and then President of the Lake Association without her.
Hugh Farber, who followed me in these roles shares the
same sentiment: It is a good thing that the LLLA has
qualified and dedicated people to ‘fill the shoes’ of
retiring board members like Gwen Rich.
Her
contributions to the LLLA and my presidency were,
simply stated, HUGE, and I want to publicly thank her
again!

After hearing inspirational words and ceremonial
drumming at the Eyaawing Cultural Museum in
Peshawbestown, students from around the Grand Traverse
area scattered to the four winds to plant trees at selected
sites around the region. Two bus loads – elementary &
high-school students – planted trees at the Leelanau
Conservancy's Narrows Preserve under the supervision of
the Conservancy.

Hard Surfaces/Runoff
by E. J. Fitzpatrick
More hard surface means more storm run off – and more
rapid runoff – into our lake. Water running off hard
surfaces is warmer than ordinary rainwater, and higher
water temperature degrades water quality. Runoff also
carries salt, silt, pet waste, grass clippings and other
pollutants into the lake.

Gwen started as Communications/Newsletter chair and
sometime around 2002 assumed responsibility for
maintaining our membership files. In a short time, she
converted our system from 3x5 cards to a sophisticated
computerized data base from which all kinds of
information can be gleaned in a timely manner. She was
responsible for maintaining the data base, distributing
mail, sending out reminders regarding dues as well as
writing thank you notes to donors. Getting Gwen
committed came with a bonus - her husband Jim, who
was the only member of her ‘committee’. Three times a
year she and Jim would prepare the newsletter bulk
mailings (1400 total, in summer) which is no small task.
When asked if they needed help...they always declined as
they preferred to sit together in the evenings, sipping
wine, and getting the job done.
Gwen retired from the Board last year and it has taken
several individuals to almost replace her efforts. Gwen
& Jim plan to stay involved with Lake Association
activities as Legacy Circle members. The Board of
Directors send their sincere and heartfelt thanks to both
Gwen and Jim for their many contributions to the Lake
Association. The very best to them in their `retirement'.

Fortunately, homeowners have a range of options available
for reducing these impacts, including the following.
Divert runoff around disturbed/construction areas to
minimize erosion. Minimize hard surfaces like parking
areas: gravel is better than paving but can become
compacted: pervious pavers are an option for light traffic
areas. Plant native trees and shrubs rather than lawns,
which carry eight times more phosphorus to the lake than
runoff from wooded areas. Direct downspouts onto your
landscaping, not onto hard surfaces. Protect or restore
your shoreline buffer to create a filter for runoff from
roads, roofs, decks and driveways.

To this
awesome
twosome,
Thanks!

.

http://www.doitgreen.org/article/home/yourdriveway is a
good source of information & advice.
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Shoreline Workout
by Cymbre Foster

When landscape designer Erick Takayama works with
waterfront homeowners, he always suggests shoreline
plantings. “Shoreline buffers'' or “green-belts'' are
areas of natural vegetation along a shoreline that act as
filters and stabilizers. The trick, Takayama says, is
doing it effectively without infringing on access or
enjoyment of the waterfront. ''Shoreline planting is
beneficial to the lake, but homeowners don't always
want to plant a buffer that would ideally be 20 to 25
feet of plants with a 10-foot path of access between,'' so
Takayama works with homeowners: something is
better than nothing.
Valerie Bartell works with the Michigan Groundwater
Stewardship Program and teaches homeowners ways to
protect local water by using shoreline landscaping and
management. The main idea is to have an area of
natural vegetation along the shoreline – whether it's a
lake, stream or wetland – to act as a filter and last line
of defense from contaminants coming from
surrounding land uses. She explained, “I think we need
to change our ideas of what an ideal shoreline
landscape looks like. There is still room to incorporate
many different tastes and objectives in order to
preserve local water quality in a way that is still
visually appealing to people. People should know that a
lake polluted with lawn/garden chemicals, eroding
shoreline and potential algae blooms is going to
decrease their property values as well. Shoreline
buffers help protect their investment.
Natural
vegetation also stabilizes the shoreline and can actually
be stronger than a seawal1,” she added. “It's also
critical for wildlife habitat and beneficial insects.”

photo by Mary Taylor

If you are a do-it-yourselfer, visit your county's
conservation district where the staff can help you
decide what will work best for your property. They
hold annual native plant sales in the spring as well.
“There's a lot that can be done to protect the
shoreline and it's important that more people are
aware that it is critical to maintain healthy plants
along the shoreline,” said Steve Largent, Director of
Land Management Services at the Grand Traverse
Conservation District. Native plants are always
preferable for a number of reasons, Largent agreed.
“They typically need less fertilizer and water, they're
resistant to disease and not invasive like some plants
can be, like the Japanese hawthorn or purple
loosestrife.”
Once you know what you need, select plants that will
provide interest in your landscape. Keep in mind
bloom time, plant height and other characteristics
like shades of green and textures to keep it
interesting year round.
Other tips include
minimizing any unneeded lawn because the shallow
roots don't filter water well. Keep what lawn you do
have mowed high (three to four inches) to keep out
weeds and reduce the need for water. Avoid using
fertilizers and pesticides, but if you do, do not use
them within the shoreline buffer area (25 feet or
more). “Use phosphorous-free lawn fertilizers
(unless a soil test indicates it is needed), and always
measure the area of the lawn and apply the proper
amount because any fertilizers not used up by the
plants will soak down through the soil and reach the
groundwater, which in turn will carry it to the lake,”
Bartell explained.

The simplest way to create a buffer is to stop mowing
in a 10- to 25-foot-deep strip along the shoreline while
leaving access to the water. “Over time, the native
plant communities come back,” Bartel said. As the
area fills in, it becomes fairly maintenance-free as well.
If a homeowner prefers a more manicured or traditional
look, he or she can add native shrubs and flowers as
well as borders and mulch.
Before planting, get a soil test and determine what kind
of light you have. “A soil test is essential.'' Takayama
said. Both Takeama and Bartell recommend planting
native species. “You can add wildflowers like Joe Pye
Weed or blue flag iris, native grasses and shrubs like
dogwoods and serviceberries,'' Bartell said. ''There are
really a lot of pretty, showy native plants.”
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SI Control Coordinator Dave Reeves

Common merganser brood
Itch Avoidance & Treatment: Things to Do
The Lake Association has hired Dave Reeves as our
Swimmers Itch Control Coordinator. Dave's job is to
coordinate efforts with Swimmers Itch Control LTD
(SICon) and lakefront property owners. He is also assisting
SICon in the work of capturing common merganser broods
on the lake and relocating the broods to Lake Michigan.
Reeves has a Bachelor's degree in Biology & Science from
Central Michigan University and taught, coached, and
served as an athletic director at Traverse City's West Junior
High School for many years.
Recently retired, Reeves lives on the lake with his wife of
32 years, Sally. He has extensive familiarity with all areas
of the lake dating back to the 1950s. “I feel swimmers itch
has been a serious plague to Lake Leelanau residents and I
feel I can do my share, and more, to help control it,”
Reeves says.
Reeves enjoys “the water, water sports, the outdoors,” and
tennis ... among other things. If you do not already know
Dave, perhaps you will have the chance to meet him as he
makes his rounds of the lake in as part of the Lake
Association's effort to fight the itch. If you see a common
merganser brood report it to Dave at 947-9152 or 6453153. Include the location and time of the sighting in
your report.
Report cases of itch by clicking the link on our website:
www.lakeleelanau.org or send an e-mail directly to Wayne
Swallow at wayneswallow@att.net. Include the location on
the lake, the date, and the severity of the case (mild < 10
spots: moderate 10-100 spots : severe > 100 spots) in your
report.
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adapted from the Lake Leelanau Landowners Handbook

by Mark Stone & Mary Taylor

•

•

•
•
•

•

Towel off vigorously after swimming and change into
clean dry clothes. It can take 10-30 minutes for the
cercariae to burrow into the skin after contact. The
larvae cannot tolerate dry conditions and will die
immediately.
Avoid swimming at midday when the cercaria are
most active and in areas exposed to prolonged
onshore winds (the larvae drift near the surface and
accumulate in a wind).
Swim in deeper water where the snails are less likely
to occur.
Apply an oily substance such as baby oil or a
waterproof sunscreen before entering the water.
Avoid feeding waterfowl and attracting them into
your swimming area. Their presence will only
exacerbate an existing problem.
If you get it, apply a topical antihistamine such as
hydrocortisone cream or Benadryl to reduce
inflammation and help relieve the itching.

5th Annual Kids Fishing Day a Huge Success
by Pete Taylor

Over 600 kids, parents, and grandparents enjoyed beautiful
weather and a fun-filled day at the 5th annual Kid’s Fishing
Day held at the new Veronica Valley Park on Sunday, June
28. The kids caught lots of the over 1,600 bluegills that had
been stocked in the pond for their fishing fun. In addition to
fishing, the kids enjoyed a nature display of frogs,
salamanders, turtles (including some big snappers),
crayfish, and other critters, provided by Jim Kacin, our
LLLA Water Safety Chair. And they had the opportunity to
create their own “fish painting” artwork to take home with
them. While doing all this,
they managed to consume
over 650 hotdogs along with
potato chips and pop.
All of this was free thanks to
our Sponsors who, in addition
to the LLLA, included the
Cedar Rod and Gun Club, the
Leelanau Enterprise, the
Michigan DNR, Cherryland
Electric Coop, the Leelanau
County Parks and Recreation
Commission, the Sheriff’s
Youth League of Leelanau,
Camelot Construction, and
the Grand Traverse Band of
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. Additional supporters
included Jim Seeley, Hanson’s Grocery, TC Pepsi,
Monstrey’s Tents, Suttons Bay EMS, Buck’s Bait, CHUCK,
and the Great Lakes Children’s Museum.
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Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine
Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine published in
February, May, August, & November and devoted to the
management and wise use of Michigan’s lakes and streams.
The cost of an individual subscription is $10.00. To
subscribe, mail your contact information (mailing address &
phone) along with a check for $10 to The Michigan
Riparian | P.O. Box 122 | Long Lake, Michigan 48743.
Or complete & mail the downloadable form from their
website: http://www.mi-riparian.org/.
.

Repeat Notice: savings to members being slight ($2 yr.), takers being few,
and the troubles many, the Lake Association is no longer offering grouprate subscriptions to the Riparian. If you are currently subscribed through
the Association, just renew yourself at the individual subscription rate (as
described above) when your current subscription expires to continue
receiving this fine publication. Mention you are an LLLA Lake
Association Member, and they may still be willing to offer a discount.
.

Further notice: If you are not receiving issues of the Michigan Riparian for
which you have paid a subscription, please constant them at the above
address, or through their website, to verify your mailing addresses with
them. Apparently they are experiencing difficulties with their mailing list.

Stonehedge
by Mary Ellen Hadjisky
photos courtesy of the Leland Historical Society and the Hadjisky's private collection

“Stonehedge” – the home & property of Bruce and Kim Olson on the
south shore of North Lake Leelanau – was originally owned by the
Detzer Family from Fort Wayne Indiana, the earliest of the Indiana
Woods summer families
(1899). The land – identified
in the county Atlas of 1881
as “Say-he-go-bay” – had
significance early for the
Detzers because of the
Native American villages in
the hills above. Karl Detzer
formed a boyhood friendship
with “Indian Joe” (pictured
left). It was with Joe that
Karl is alleged to have hid
out – probably in a Civil War
era cabin that was still on the
lake shore in the 1920s –
from the sheriff after an
escapade with Indian bones. Legend has it that Joe's bones are interred
somewhere on the property.
In 1923 Karl's mother, Laura (the owner by 1911) deeded 365' of
waterfront and 17 acres to Karl and his wife, Clarice, both reporters and
authors. The house was constructed over a period of 7 years by a Dufek,
a stone mason. It was said that Karl kept the masons of Leelanau County
going all through the Depression. By 1927, Stonehedge was lived in, and
had a living room, kitchen, and dining room. By the '30s, new rooms
were being added with each new Detzer book, including bedrooms, a
“secret stairway,” and Karl's office in the west wing. A spring flowing
under the basement was drained by a pond and cemented in. Among
Karl's many books was Car 99, about the Michigan State Police. Karl
adapted this book for the 1935 Paramount Studios film (of the same
name) starring Fred MacMurray and Ann Sheridan.
For the next 20 years, at Stonehedge, Karl (2nd from left below: pictured
with brother Mark (far right) and friends Ray Bidwell (far left) & Earl
McKinney) enjoyed a
distinguished
literary
career, with Clarice being
his typist, editor, and
“taskmaster”. He was the
first Roving Editor of the
Reader's Digest (19391957). During WWII he
served as a staff officer to
Generals
Marshall
&
Summervell and, after the
war, Karl became the
owner and publisher of the Leelanau Enterprise (1947-1951). The
Detzer home was a salon for literati, social activists, politicos, friends,
and musicians including John Philip Sousa and Amelita Galli-Curci.
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In the early '50s, the Detzers moved to Leland and.
Stonehedge became home to a series of renters and was
briefly owned and occupied by Ohioan Homer Thoms.
In 1968 Helen and
David Meeker (right),
of Troy Ohio, purchased Stonehedge as
a seasonal residence
for their burgeoning
family. Extensive renovations were made
to fit the needs of this
active, fun-loving clan, including a new kitchen, a larger
dining room leading to an enclosed front porch, basement
play rooms for games and crafts, a tennis court, and a
garage with rooms above for “marrieds”. For the next 33
years the generations enjoyed every inch of it. Who can
forget the maritime skirmishes between the south shore
Meekers and the north shore Biggs, with water balloons,
and one year with tennis balls. Several Meekers,
including George and Susie, now own houses on land
partitioned for them before Stonehedge was sold to the
Olsons.
In 2001, Stonehedge was purchased by Kim and Bruce
Olson of St. Louis, Missouri, who have added their own
style and love of place. The Olsons have graciously
agreed to host our 2009 Legacy Circle Celebration at this
historic venue, their home.
.

3rd Annual Legacy Celebration
Saturday, September 12 2009
at the Olson Cottage aka “Stonehedge”

.

This is an Invitation Only event for Legacy Circle members.
Beer, wine, and lite bites will be provided. Contact Larry
Hauser at leelanaulkassn@aol.com or at 271-6091 for more
information, or if you wish to help.
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