Summer 2014
News & Views from the Watershed

Summer Ho!
President's Letter
The warm weather has finally arrived. The trillium have filled the
forest floor and gradually lost their white and pink blossoms. The
mushrooms have poked through the leaves and been pursued by
many local folks who know the secret locations. The fox, ducks,
and humming birds are busy caring for their young. The transition
from spring to summer is both fascinating and beautiful. It’s a
rebirth of life all around the Lake Leelanau watershed. Even the
gradual return of our seasonal neighbors feels like there is new life
and enjoyment all around us.
The activity level of your Lake Leelanau Lake Association also increases as the summer season arrives. Water quality monitoring is
back in full swing on both the north and south lakes. We have approved an intern program to study the health of the lake and shoreline at the south east corner of south lake. This activity will be conducted under contract with Wayne Swallow, with oversight by our
water quality chairperson, Hugh Farber.
We continue to search for a preventative substance to protect
against swimmers’ itch. We are well aware of the need for a substance that is truly effective.
With the increased level of sculling and rowing at the Fountain
Point complex, our water safety chairperson, Ray Malcoun, will
work with Erik Zehender of Fountain Point to improve the safety of
all those who participate in this sport.
Pete Taylor, Fish Committee Chairperson, has assisted with the
planting of fish in north lake. Pete is also organizing Fish Day at
Veronica Park, Sunday, June 29, 2014 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
is a well attended fishing event for young and old. Everyone catches fish. It is such a memorable event for so many young people.
Over the past four years my involvement on the board, as vice president and then as president, I have enjoyed working with our
board members and meeting many of you. We have increased our
membership over 30 percent during the time period which provides
the necessary funds to continue monitoring and protecting this
beautiful watershed.
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At our annual meeting on July 24th, George Prewitt
will transition from his vice presidential position to
president of the Lake Association. George is a very
capable leader. He and his wife Judy are now permanent residents on Lake Leelanau on Lakeview Road.
Per the bylaws I will continue as a board member assisting the board in protecting our lake for the safe
and healthy use by riparians and all user of the lake
for swimming, fishing and boating of all sorts.
I thank you for your support of the
Lake Leelanau Lake Association so
we have the resources to protect
and promote the best interest for all
that use this lake and watershed.
Respectfully,
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Introducing Barb Kobberstad
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John Popa, Bingham
231-947-1088 | jjpopa@charter.net
Gerry Laskey, Centerville
231-256-9130 | gerryL1@aol.com
Robert Bosch, Elmwood
231-421-1676 | rbosch10@yahoo.com
Tony Borden, Leland
231-271-5691 | hwborden@gmail.com
Wayne Wunderlich, Leland
231-256-9294 | Cedarhavencot@Hotmail.com
Gene Wishowski, Solon
231-941-2302 | LKLeelanau@aol.com
HELP WANTED, Suttons Bay
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.
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Pete Taylor, Fish
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Larry Hauser, Communication
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Sera Thompson, Membership
231-668-7984 | goodharbor@charter.net
Hugh Farber, Water Quality
231-946-8680 | hughnbetty@gmail.com

Hi! My name is Barb Kobberstad and I will be
taking over the job as membership chairman.
Three years ago I retired from teaching elementary
and middle school music downstate and we
completed our move to Lake Leelanau. I have
been a summer resident for over 30 years and my
husband, Jim, has known Lake Leelanau summers his whole life.
I am excited to be a member of the Lake Association board. Everyone
is so intelligent, hard-working and dedicated. After assisting Sera
Thompson, the present membership chair, for over 2 years, I am
finding out that these are big shoes I am filling. I welcome anyone who
might be interested in helping with this huge job to contact me at
musicmom4@juno.com. Have a great summer!

Introducing Ray Malcoun
Ray grew up in Michigan, in the Detroit area, where
he always dreamed of having a place “Up North”.
However, his career in technology, including a stint
with IBM, moved him away from Pure Michigan in
1979 so that wish was long delayed. Ray and his wife, Penny, have
lived in the Atlanta area since 1996.
As they neared retirement, they settled on a place on North Lake
Leelanau and have summered here since 2004. Ray enjoys golfing,
fishing, travelling and the outdoor life of Northern Michigan. He
enjoys hosting family and friends during the summer and introducing
Leelanau County to friends that have never been to the “Land of
Delight”. Ray has been doing water quality testing for the past three
years on the North Lake and will now also chair the Water Safety
committee.

Get on Board

.

Image Credits: Anita Abbott (p.12), Great Lakes Surf
Rescue Project (p.9), Cindy Kacin (p.10), Leelanau
Conservancy (p.11)
.

Mission Statement

Join us!

To make this body of water, Lake Leelanau, a better place to
live. To establish on-going programs to promote and protect
the best interest and uses of riparian owners, boaters, fishers,
bathers, and all other parties who have access to this body of
water. In doing so, the Association will review and respond
to all issues relating to the protection and preservation of the
Lake Leelanau environment, the surrounding land and the
water, including issues regarding safety, and recreational
enjoyment of the lake. In addition the Association will
address issues related to governmental regulation and
taxation, and will review all property development proposals
to determine what impact the projects could have on the
riparian owners and users of Lake Leelanau.

The Board meets the last Thursday of most months, in Suttons Bay.

Help Wanted
(231) 256-8873vemail: leelanaulkassn@aol.com | phone: 271-6091
.

Township Representative Suttons Bay: Township Representatives
are the Association's eyes & ears, and sometimes voices, in the
several townships in the Lake Leelanau watershed. It is important
that riparian concerns be considered, and riparian interests be
represented, in these townships' deliberations.
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Membership Report
Sera Thompson

I have to admit it: It feels very odd
when I write this, knowing it will be
my last report as membership
chairperson. I have worked on
membership for the Lake Leelanau Lake Association
for the past four years.
Initially, I worked with my husband, Richard, on
membership when he stepped into the position of
vice president for two years beginning 2010. At that
time I was already a member of the LLLA
Communications Committee. That committee was in
talks about what action could be taken to increase
membership and member involvement in Lake
Association activities and events. With Rick taking
the role of Vice President at that time, he and I
agreed to work together on a membership drive. That
Membership Committeeʼs work resulted in increased
membership, and a more efficient system for
reminding members about renewals and for sending
acknowledgments. I continued as Membership Chair
beyond the year that committee convened.
Yes, the membership position involves a lot of detail.
Those details informed me about my neighbors
around the lake. I learned about where they spend
their time when they are not in our Leelanau paradise.
I read kind notes written at the bottom of membership
envelopes of their appreciation for the work of the
LLLA board, its officers and its representatives. I
received emails communicating changes regarding
their personal information. I happily noted offers to
volunteer, adding them to our volunteer roster. I
chatted with individual members about their specific
concerns and ideas. And I had the joy of meeting faceto-face those whose names I had previously only read
on rosters or envelopes. I loved making that personal
connection.
Having been fortunate enough to have lived in some
very special places in our country, including New
Hampshire, Connecticut, Jupiter, FL; and the
Yorktown-Williamsburg, VA, area, I do so appreciate
this particular gift of place. Michigan is my home
state, and I consider myself extraordinarily blessed to
live on this lake in this area of unsurpassed northern
Michigan natural beauty.
When Richard hands over the gavel to George
Prewitt, Jr. in July, I will hand over the position of
Membership Chair to Barb Kobberstad. Membership
responsibilities will be in good hands. Barb is well
aware of the tasks involved with this position and
has enthusiastically embraced her new endeavor. I
thank her for accepting this important responsibility,
and thank the LLLA officers and board members for
their support and pleasant camaraderie during my
tenure.

10th Annual Kids Fishing Day
Sunday June 29
Started in 2005 as a joint project between
the Lake Association and the Michigan
DNR, Kids Fishing Day has grown to where
last year over 500 kids and parents enjoyed
a day of family fun and fishing at beautiful
Veronica Valley Park in Leelanau County.
Today the event is backed by a dedicated
group of 20 Sponsors and Supporters (listed
below). Kids Fishing Day is FREE to all
and features fishing for over 1,500 bluegills
that are stocked in the pond. Bait and
tackle, hotdogs and pop, “fish painting,”
nature displays, fly fishing demonstration,
and more are all provided. As an added treat
this year, the Wings of Wonder Raptor Show
will be there to entertain and educate the
kids about hawks, owls and other wild birds.
The fun starts at 11a.m. and runs to 3p.m. So grab your kids,
grandkids, neighbor kids, or any other kids, and come out and join us
for a magical day of family fun and fishing. Bring rods and reels if
you have them; if you don’t we have some for you to use. If you have
any questions, or you are interested in helping at Kids Fishing Day,
please contact Pete Taylor at taylorpete997@gmail.com or 231-5903309.
Everything is FREE, compliments of these generous
sponsors and supporters:

Lake Leelanau Lake Association
Leelanau Enterprise
Leelanau County Parks and Recreation Commission
Michigan DNR
Cedar Rod and Gun Club
Cherryland Electric CO-OP
Leelanau Conservation District
Grand Traverse Band
Camelot Construction
Grand Traverse Children’s Museum
Lake Leelanau Community Association
Monstrey McDonald Events
Hansen Foods
PATH Foundation
The Fish Hook
Honor Collision Service
Chris and Heather Hettinger
The Narrows – Lake Leelanau
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BASIC MEMBERS

Albright, William & Patricia
Allan, Richard & Bobbie
Atkinson, Dennis & Karen
Austin, Donald & Loraine
Baillie, Forest & Shirley
Ball, Robert & Jeanine
Bannasch, William & Sandy
Barnes, Peter @ Old Cottage Assn.
Beard, James & Harriet
Beights, Stephen & Nancy
Bickel, Mark & Jacqui
Bingham, Kipp & Ellen
Bischoff, Thomas & Gwen
Blank, Thelma
Bosch, Robert & Diana
Brown, Edie
Buckhout, John
Bunchek, Lawrence
Burger, Dean
Burnham, Keith & Joanne
Cassady, Thomas & Karen
Chandler, Joan
Chase, Karen & David Bellizi
Chatfield, Malcolm & Christine : Main St.
Gallery
Cherup, Joseph C.
Ciavattone, Deborah
Clark, Harold & Janet
Cousino, Jerome & Sally
Craig, Michael & Susan
Cramer, Ronald
Crane, Kathleen
Curchin, Alexander & Cynthia
Dalton, Jane
Daston, George & Maryellen
Davis, Marjean
Davis, T. Jeff & Ken Smith
Dawson, Rex & Arlene
Dean, Connie
DeLong, Billie Dean & Jean
Dockter, William & Nancy
Doorlag, Darlene
Downs, Michael & Sue
Doyle, William & Jennifer
Duemler, Paul
Eckerle, Shirley & Elma Collins
Eddings, Gary & Pat
Elder, John
Elifritz, Nancy
Erway, Ron & Kathleen
Farkas, Alex & Frances
Fellows, Neal & Deb
Fitzgerald, Margery & Melinda
Flaska, Greg & Dorothy
Fleezanis, Nick & Elaine
Fleis, Lawrence & Jaqueline
Ganley, James & Kathryn
Garwood, Billy & Mary Lou
Gauthier, Ruth & John
Gilhooly, Walter & Joan
Girbach, Lloyd & Kay
Goodfallow, William & Betty
Gregory, George & Esther
Griffith, Tom & Liz
Grigereit, Robert & Carolyn

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP: 328
BASIC MEMBERS: 160
KAYAKERS: 135
RUNABOUTS: 20
CRUISERS: 13
Hackenberger, James & Lynne
Hamilton, Craig & Jan Himmelein
Hands, James & Audrey
Hartings, Michael & Nancy
Hamilton, Craig & Jan Himmelein
Hands, James & Audrey
Hartings, Michael & Nancy
Hilton, Page & Ruth Ann
Hinsch, Warren & Suzanne
Hopcian, Thomas & Patricia
Hunt, Alice
Johnston, Charles & Donna
Kelsch, John
Kiessel, Don & Janet
Kirby, Richard & David
Kirt, Russell & Pamela
Kitzul, Evelyn
Knighton, Thomas & Joan
Kyro, Gerald & Nancy
Laba, Robert & Kathleen
Lake Leelanau RV Park| Don & Marilyn Wilson
Lavrack, Merle & Marcia
Lawes, Bayard & Mary Lou
Lawicki, William & Mary
Leelanau Conservancy
Leland Cottage LLC c/o Vicky Gits
LeRoux, Alfred & Linda
Lesniewicz, Terry & Jeanne
Leugers, Paul & Ruth
Leupp, Skip & Liz
Lichty, Douglas & Therese
Liley, Tom & Nancy
Loftus, Family LLC
Mahar, Thomas
Maly, Frank & Kathleen
Manzor, Albert & Odette
Maring, Susan
Martin, Glenn & Dale
Martin, Harold & Irene
McConnell, Jr., Craig & Elizabeth
McFellin, John & Becky
McKee, Marilyn
Meyer, Jim & Paula
Mikowski, Charles & Cheryl
Miller, Betty & Jerry
Miller, Larry & Laureen
Morrow, Andrew & Kathleen
Mudgett, Karen
Munoz, Jim & Carol
Myers, Scott & Paula
Noling, Lawrence & Molly
Nottke, Robert & Phyllis
Oberski, Dan
Oberson, Randy & Lori
Olenzak, Robert & Susan
Orr, Bonnie & Heidi Kruse
Patton, Richard & Bette
Payne, Donald & Peggy
Pool, Robert & Jacqueline
Porritt, John & Nancy
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Join us!
www.lakeleelanau.org
Basic Membership: $45
Kayaker: $100
Runabout: $250
Cruiser $500

Reeves, Fred & Nancy
Renwick, William & Margaret
Ristine, James D. & Mardi Black
Rossman, Richard & Patricia
Rothermel, Mike & Laura
Ryan, Todd & Tammy
Sajkowski, Anthony & Sherry
Samples, Sally & Teddy
Sayles, Sharon
Schaller, Wendell & Ruth
Schenk, Christopher
Schermer, Kenneth & Jane
Schmidt, Terry & Jan
Schweikert, Marsha
Sebaly, Richard & Diana
Shera, Frank & Ellen
Shoaff, John & Julie Donnell
Sichler, Edward & Marilyn
Siddall, D. G. & Mary
Simmons, Norma & W.M. Schmidt
Slater, William
St. Clair, Larry & Beverly
Stephanic, Betsy & Don
Stewart, James & G. J.
Stoddard, Ken & Shirley
Stretlien, Thomas & Lois
Timberlee Property Owners : Michael Peron
Wadas, John & Carrie
Wall, Michael & Liz
Walter, Galen & Julia
Weaver, Alice
Wetters, Carol
Whaleback Inn
Wheeler, Kartherine
Wheldon, Jr., Gilbert
Wilcox, Timothy & Barbara
Wilcox, Robert
Yalda, Agnes

Float Crew Volunteers Wanted
Help keep the LLLA a-float,
in the parade, and on the march
info@lakeleelanau.org
LLLA, PO Box 123, Leland MI

If your check was in the mail when we went to press,
thanks! If we have you wrongly classified. or messed
up by failing to list you as we should have, please
accept our humble apologies and let us know so we
can correct our database and accord you the credit you
deserve. Thanks, again!!

Legacy
KAYAKERS

Abbott, Porter & Anita
Abbott, Barbara & Larry Hauser
Alflen, Robert & Janet
Anderson, Gary & Judy
Andress, Frank & Janet
Angus, Thomas & Katherine
Atha, David & Gay
Baker, Martha
Baty, Donald & Anne
Bauer, Peter & Antoinette
Bayer, Bob & Nancy
Beers, Royce & Margie
Bierley, Bob & Nancy
Boesel, Bud & Lucy
Bogus, Janet
Borden, Tony & Cathy
Buckingham, Scott & Michele
Burnheimer, Mark & Gretchen
Burns, George & Diane
Burns, John & Catherine
Carr, Robert & Lydia Arnold
Clodfelter, Paul & Nancy
Collins, Edward & Bobbie
Coppins, Donald & Laurie
Coyle, Gary
Dennler, William & Jeanne
DeWeese, George/Sally | DeWeese Hardware
Dickson, Anna & Thomas
Draper, Hayward & Kathy
Encherman, Bill & Martha
Eubanks, Edward & Norma
Fisher, Jim & Elizabeth
Fisher, Cathy
Flick, Russell & Layne
Frick, Bud & Cherryll
Gatch, Lewis & Noralee
Golden, Eleanor
Greeno, John & Christine
Griswold, Jeanine
Haag, Charles & Ginny
Hammond, Carl & Mary
Handloser, John & Jane
Hardie, W. Logan & Sherwood
Herrold, John & Memo Cabin Trust
Hinkle, Robert & Margaret
Holcomb, Gale & Jennifer Reid
Horness, Mark & Sarah
Howard, Richard & Laura
Johnston, Walter & Marilyn
Kaufman, Charles & Karen
Kaye, Paul & Yoka
Kepler, Charles & Alisann
Kobberstad, Jim & Barb
Koeze, Ruth
Krause Barbara
Kristen, Karl & Kaye
Kurnick, Robert & Susan
LaFave, Judy & Jamie
Lamb, Susan
Lambert, Lucy
Larkin, Harry
Larsen, Erik & Monica
Larson, Wilfred & Joan

Circle

Laskey, Gerry & Ginny
LeGray, William & Carol
Leugers, Tom & Diane
Leugers, Joseph & Kimberly
Leugers, Jr., William
Levin, Sheldon & Judy
Malcoun, Ray & Penny
Martin, William & Karen
Martineau, Steve & Deb
Maximovich, Jane & Alex
McKenna, Charles & Dorene
McNamee, Jim & Marilyn
Meeker, Peggy
Meeker, George & Cindy
Michelmore, David & Christina
Mileham, Richard & Lynne
Miller, Peter & Lisa
Mogle, Jim & Nancy
Moose, Preston & Colleen
Motlow, Lyn
Nielsen, Walter & Jeanne
Pacer, Robert & Christine
Passarelli, Charles & Yvonne
Pavelka, Thomas & Lynda
Phillips, Margaret
Plamondon, Guy & Anneke Wegman
Popa, John & Gayle
Prewitt, George & Judy
Prugh, Clayton & Eleanor
Ray, Larry & Jessie
Reeves, David & Sally
Reid, Jennifer
Rink, Bernard : Boskydel Vineyard
Risbridger, Robert & Bonny
Risbridger, Gary & Anita
Rollings, Mary Beth & Al
Ryan, Tim & Janet
Schlabach, Judy & Karl
Schoeneberger, Thomas & Suzanne
Sehnert, Paul & Cathy
Shoaff, Thomas & Eunice
Shugart, Scott & Dena
Shugart, Marie
Sikes, Page
Smith, Allan & Melissa
Sprout, David & Gretchen
Stankowski, Gary & Susie
Stanton, Terry & Donna
Stogsdill, Don & Tricia
Stricof, Daniel & Debra
Strietmann, George & Linda
Stuhldreher, Don & Toni
Sweeney, Dan & Nancy
Takayama, Phyllis
Taylor, Pete & Mary
Tostige, Steve & Sonya
Turner, Katharine
Vermeulen, Robert
Weaver, Jennifer & Allen
Webb, Larry & Marcia
Weidenaar, Bernard & Janice
White, Daniel & Marguerite
Williams, Nancy
Williams, Brian & Linda Fisher-Williams
Woods, Randy & Joan
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Wooton, Roger & Linda
Wunderlich, Wayne & Dorothy
Wysor, Jim & Kit
Yearn, Charles & Barbara
Zimmer, Gordon & Sharon
Zink, John & Mary
Zink, George & Kathleen
RUNABOUTS

Bogley, Gil & Anne
Coulter, Dorothy Jean
Elder, Joan
Finke III, Harry J.
Gallini, Marc & Linda
Gottschalk, Jack & Nancy
Greeno, Paula
Hunter, David & Nancy
Kacin, James & Cynthia
Kedzierski, Michael & Mary
Kirby, Alan & Susan
Lund, Eloise
McNamara, John & Nancy
Miller, Jim & Pattie
Olson, Bruce & Kimberly
Paine, Tom & Laura
Palmer, Jerry & Rita
Petersen, Audrey
Swallow, Wayne & Pat
VanDyke, Douglas & Judy
CRUISERS

Barbee, George & Molly
Croom, James & Patricia
Engerer, Vincent & Barbara
Grogan, James & Mary Jo
Howard, David & Beth
Lippert, Richard & Kathy
Meese, Richard & Sally
Miller, Robert & Jane
Payne, Laura
Reahard, Richard & Rebecca
Thompson, Richard & Sera
Vilter, Barbara
Wilson, Barbara

To our members, THANKS!!
Not a member? JOIN US!
www.lakeleelanau.org
PO BOX 123, LELAND 49654

Minutes of 2013 Annual Meeting

2014 Annual Meeting
Thursday, July 24 6 p.m.
Munneke Room

Lake Leelanau Lake Association
Annual Meeting: July 19, 2013
Leelanau County Government Center, Suttons Bay
Present:, Nancy Beights, Janet Bogus, Tony Borden, Bob
Bosch, Don Carlsen, Hugh Farber, Larry Hauser, Dave
Hunter, Kay Johnson, Chuck McKenna, Bob Miller, John
Popa, George Prewitt, Jeff Sanborn, Laurel Seale, Wayne
Swallow, Pete Taylor, Richard Thompson, Sera Thompson.

(in Leland at the library)

Agenda
Call to Order
Secretary's Report

Call to Order by President Richard Thompson: 6:05 p.m.

Minutes of the 2013 Annual Meeting

Treasurer's Report
Committee Reports

Minutes of the 2012 Annual Meeting were approved as
written.

Communications
Fishing
Membership
Water Quality
Water Safety

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Hunter's
written reports were distributed to members
in attendance. Treasurer Hunter explained.
Yearly income from June 30, 2012 to June
30, 2013 was just over $50,000, with some
$38,000 from dues, and $12,300 from
additional contributions. Total expenses were just under
$45,000. Resulting net income was just over $5400.
Though down almost $18,000 from last year (June 201112), this is mainly due to extraordinary income last year
due to donations earmarked for the Narrows Project. On
the expense side, Hunter noted increased consulting fees,
and approximately $5400 in membership/Board expenses
for the current year. We have an $80,800 balance. Jeff
Sanborn urged us to make a donation to Leelanau County
Fire & Rescue from this ample coffer.

Election of Officers
President
Candidate: George Prewitt

Secretary
Candidate: Cindy Kacin

Vice President
Candidate:

Township Reports
Bingham
Centerville
Elmwood
Leland
Solon
Suttons Bay

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Communications Chair Hauser reported that
the updated website is off and running and
urged all to engage there. Member Don
Carlsen offered kudos to Hauser for the
excellence of the Lake Association newsletter.

New Business
Adjourn

Water Quality Chair Farber reported that, “basically,
Lake Leelanau is a healthy body of water” while
stressing the importance of ongoing
monitoring, and other efforts to keep it
that way.
Farber explained how
Leelanau
Clean
Water
fosters
cooperation between various lake
associations,
nongovernmental
stakeholders like the Conservancy, and local
government units in coordinating such ongoing
efforts; and expressed concern that the County
Commission might disband Leelanau Clean Water,
despite its small budget.
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Lake Association Water Quality Consultant,
Wayne Swallow, talked about the prevalence
of Swimmers Itch, this summer.
He
recommends use of Swimmers Itch Guard as a
preventative measure. Jars of Swimmers Itch
Guard are available from the Association, at
cost, thanks to the efforts of David Hunter. Hunter reported,
“no one has reported lack of success with this product.”
Swallow added that other lake associations are testing this
product and the (as of yet, still) anecdotal evidence suggests
that this product is an effective preventative. Bob Bosch
expressed concern about the feeding of waterfowl and
wondered whether there were any legal remedies. “No,”
Swallow said. “We can just educate and hope.” Farber
added that counties and townships can enact ordinances –
and some have – but, even then, enforcement is problematic.

Fish Committee Chair Taylor reported that this spring the
DNR stocked 20,000 lake trout in North Lake Leelanau. This
is the only ongoing stocking program on the lake, and should
continue. The recent Fish Forum was not so
well attended as we had hoped, but the
program was excellent. We will do it again
next year. The ninth annual Kids Fishing Day
enjoyed a record turnout. 3000 fish were
planted prior to the event which Taylor
characterized as “the best ever.” Taylor
thanked the many sponsors and volunteers, “many here in this
room” for making it so. “It was fantastic,” Rick Thompson
said.
Candidate(s) for Vice President & Election: Tony Borden
has stepped down as Vice President, and George Prewitt has
volunteered to take on that office. After commending
Prewitt's character and abilities, Bob Bosch moved the
election of Prewitt as Vice President. Farber second. The
motion was unanimously approved.
Rick Thompson
announced that Colleen Moose wants to be replaced as
Secretary, and called for volunteers. He also noted that
Membership Chair Sera Thompson will retire at the 2014
annual meeting; so, we'll be looking to replace her, also.

Farber recommends shoreline plantings to improve water
quality and called our attention to the informational flyers
regarding shoreline planting available on the handout table.
Nancy Beights wondered if there were a way to put this
information in the hands of new residents who are apt to be
unaware of best practices regarding lawn care and fertilizer
use, in particular. It was suggested that the flyers could be
distributed to local realtors with a recommendation that they Township Reports: Elmwood Township Representative, Bob
be given out to shoreline property purchasers.
Bosch, reported on a controversy regarding inclusion of
Water Safety Chair Miller showcased the shoreline greenbelt requirements, such as the LLLA supports,
Safe Boating Tips flyer and huzzahs were in the Elmwood zoning ordinances. The Township Planning
heard around the room. He also noted the Commission all opposed the proposed requirements as
availability of LLLA-logo-emblazoned “unworkable,” Bosch said; and County Supervisor Jack Kelly
safety whistles, and their popularity. said it would not be in the next draft. Hugh Farber wondered
“These will attract attention,” Hunter said. if alternative wording was being considered, and Bosch
Farber wondered if they might even deter replied, not; it's just being deleted.
waterfowl.
Glen Lake is using Bingham Township Representative, John Popa, reported that
pyrotechnics for that purpose. Miller
Bingham is working on an ordinance to allow
thanked Hauser for helping with the layout and design of the
businesses to operate in property zoned
flyer.
residential, as most lakefront property is.
Membership Chair Sera Thompson broke down our
membership by level, citing the figures from the recent
newsletter. 351 Member Households: 183 Basic, 130
Kayaker, 25 Runabout, 13 Cruiser.
Though total
membership seems to have leveled off after our membership
drive, more and more members seem to be increasing their
support by renewing at Legacy levels. Thompson reminded
all of the upcoming Ice Cream Social and showed-off the
poster. The Social is on the Leland Village Green, from 1-4,
on Saturday August 16, the day following Leland Sidewalk
Sale Days. Don Carlsen rose to thank Bret and Molly
Crimmins, the proprietors of Hulabaloo, across the street
from the Green, for their great help in putting on last year's
Social. Sera noted that they are prepared to assist us
similarly this year, and seconded Carlsen's gratitude.

Bosch reported a similar situation in Elmwood,
on Lakeview Road, where a lakefront owner
has started a vineyard and is hosting wedding
receptions on his adjacent shoreline property.
He was ordered by the township to cease and desist from this,
and there may be a legal battle over this order.
Informational Presentation: Communications Chair Hauser
gave a brief demonstration of the new website focused on how
to become engaged and participate there, as he urged all to do.
Adjourned 7:30 p.m. by President Thompson,
Next Annual Meeting: July/August 2014 (time and place
TBA)
Respectfully submitted,
Larry Hauser (acting as Secretary)
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Wayne's
from the desk of water quality consultant,
Wayne Swallow

Report Swimmers Itch
Incidents in 2014

World
Is a Swimmers Itch Remedy On The Horizon?
As many are painfully aware, swimmers itch has been common in
northern inland lakes since vacationers traveled north. Many lake
associations, including Lake Leelanau Lake Association (LLLA), have
tried to control swimmers itch for decades. Despite these efforts, the
pain and discomfort of this skin rash continues to ruin summer
recreation for anyone who is allergic to the organisms, approximately
one third of us.

We appreciate members logging onto our
report link to report swimmers itch incidents. It forms
the source of advisories that we provided in the
companion article (below). We urge you to continue
your reports. Use the link on our web site to make your After several years of research, some relief from swimmers itch may be
reports for 2014.
on the horizon. Wayne Swallow, LLLA’s Watershed Biologist, found a
The reporting information has changed a little. laboratory research project, where a cosmetic ingredient prevented
Previously, we itemized preventive measures individuals penetration of the swimmers itch parasite (cercariae) into human skin.
have used. None of these precautions have worked to Wayne formed a company, SI Solutions, LLC (SISLLC), to pursue
prevent swimmers itch. Therefore, this year they simply possible commercialization of a lotion with this ingredient. He worked
appear as a text box. We have added two additional with Barnet Products, a cosmetic supplier, to produce a sufficient
questions, the first related to wind direction. Wind amount of cosmetic lotion to test 30 volunteers for its effectiveness on
direction, primarily on-shore, was demonstrated to be a preventing swimmers itch.
contributing factor to swimmers itch incidents in a 2012
Crystal Lake study. The second question relates to the
incubation period for swimmers itch symptoms to appear.
Last year,three cases were reported in which the
symptoms started while bathers were still in the water,
rather than a delay of several hours. We are trying to
develop information on this new variation of swimmers
itch.

The original research Wayne found was a laboratory study. His intent is
to conduct a field trial to determine if the laboratory results can be
replicated in a natural setting. He is soliciting volunteers among LLLA
members as well as other area lake associations.
The new product, SI Lotion, is similar to moisturizing lotions that many
use for dry skin. No fragrances have been added. Its ingredients are all
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for
cosmetic application.

Swimmers Itch: Locations to Avoid?

Those who suffer from swimmers itch might like to volunteer for the
field trial, which could possibly end their annual battles with the
malady. The laboratory study was quite impressive, achieving 100%
effectiveness in keeping swimmers itch organisms from penetrating
human skin. If you would like to participate as one of the 30 volunteers
please access the link on our website or go directly to http://swimmersitch-volunteer-survey.questionpro.com. As an added incentive to
volunteers, SISLLC will offer four free containers of “SI Lotion” off the
These reports show that, during 2013, several severe first production run (assuming the field trial is successful). To volunteer
cases were reported in North Lake: at Nedows Bay, at the an individual must agree to or meet the following requirements:
base of Horn Road, at the far north end of the lake, and at
1.
Volunteers must be susceptible to swimmers itch and over 21
the north end of the Narrows.
years of age.
2.
Volunteers must attend an education/instructional meeting
before participating.
Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine
3.
Volunteers must sign a liability waiver indemnifying Wayne
Swallow and SI Solutions LLC.
Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine
4.
Volunteers must follow the experimental protocol designed for
published in February, May, August, &
the study.
November and devoted to the management and
5.
Volunteers must agree to fill out and submit the swimmers itch
wise use of Michigan’s lakes and streams. The
logs to Wayne Swallow
cost of an individual subscription is $14.00. To
6.
A volunteer may withdraw from the field study at any time if
subscribe, mail your contact information
he/she becomes uncomfortable.
Lake Leelanau Lake Association (LLLA) members have
made swimmers itch reports for the last two years. The
information has allowed us to advise members and
visitors about locations that are more prone to swimmers
itch incidents. See the complete reports from 2012 and
2013 at http://lakeleelanau.org/swimmers-itch/.

(mailing address & phone) along with a check
for $14 to The Riparian | 300 N. State St. Suite
A | Stanton, MI 48888 Or complete & mail the
downloadable form from www.mi-riparian.org/.

This field study has potential to finally achieve a break-through for
swimmers itch control. Even if you do not want to volunteer for this
study, you’re encouraged to complete the survey at the above link. It
allows you to provide information on the impact of swimmers itch to
you, and other information that will help develop a business plan to
commercialize Si Lotion. If you are interested, contact Wayne at
SiSolutionsLLC228@gmail.com.
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SWIMMERS ITCH FIELD STUDY:

Lake Association Initiates College Intern Program

REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS
In an effort to expand our water quality knowledge of Lake
Leelanau, the Board approved an intern program for 2014. Dear Member:
Wayne Swallow will supervise two students from Northwestern
Swimmers itch is a common problem in northern latitude lakes
Michigan College.
around the world. While its severity seems to vary from year to
Their project will be a study of a bay on South Lake Leelanau, year we are never free of it. Many lake associations, including
bounded by Birch Point on the North, and E. Waterside Drive on ours, have tried to find ways to control swimmers itch for
the South. Perrin’s Landing is located on the bay.
decades, but the itch continues to ruin summer recreation for
The project will compare shoreline with a survey conducted in anyone who is allergic to the organisms,approximately onethe mid 1990’s, benthic (bottom-dwelling) organisms, plant beds, third of us.
and exotic/invasive plant presence. Fish will also be sampled Wayne Swallow, a contractor to Lake Leelanau Lake
with shoreline seining approximately once per month (Jul-Sept). Association (LLLA), found tropical medicine research studies
The figure with this article shows bars on the shoreline which that showed that an ingredient used in many cosmetics was
indicate our preferred seining locations. If you believe your nearly 100% effective in preventing penetration of swimmers
cottage or property is in one of the shaded areas, we would like itch organisms into human skin. Barnet Products Corporation,
to obtain your permission to sample on your shoreline. Please an ingredient supplier to cosmetic companies, now holds
contact Wayne Swallow by phone at 231-649-4087 or e-mail to distribution rights for the ingredient. Barnet has collaborated
wayneswallow@charter.net to provide permission for sampling. with Wayne to develop a lotion containing the ingredient, which
We encourage you to observe to learn more about your shoreline. Wayne has named “SI Lotion”. His intent is to conduct a field
trial with about 30 participants from the LLLA and other
northern Michigan lake associations to determine if the
laboratory results can be replicated in a natural setting.
SI Lotion is similar to moisturizing lotions that many of us use
for dry skin. No fragrances have been added. Its ingredients are
all approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
for cosmetic application.
Wayne has asked the Association whether any of our members
would like to participate in his field trial. While the Association
cannot endorse SI Lotion, the Board is excited about its
potential and believes that this field study has great potential to
finally achieve a breakthrough for swimmers itch control. If you
would like to participate, please contact Wayne of SI Solutions
LLC, at his email: SiSolutionsLLC228@gmail.com.
Best regards,
Richard Thompson,
Lake Leelanau Lake Association President

Water Safety

Wayne Wunderlich Honored
Wayne Wunderlich was honored May 16 at
the Suttons Bay-Leelanau County Rotary
Club Evening to Remember at Black Star
Farms. Along with Andrea Sealey, Wayne
received the annual Owen Bahle Award for
Community Service for his extraordinary
leadership over the past decade with the
Rotary Youth Exchange Program.
The commitment to youth on a global scale is extremely
important now that we are a global community,” Wunderlich
said. “Both the inbound student and the outbound student
experience a life changing event in their lives. Just ask the
student or parent. Hopefully we are changing the world for the
better one student at a time; besides ... they make me feel
young.”

http://glsrp.org/water-safety/
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Enjoy, Give Back, and
Pay Forward
Cindy Kacin

Have you been longing for fun in the sun days
of summer on Lake Leelanau? Yes, summer has come again: a
time to enjoy life and be with family and friends enjoying this
wonderful paradise. The pictures on this page epitomize the joy
our family has every year on Lake Leelanau.
No one who has ever visited our beautiful lake and county can
refute the beauty and wonder of this area. We who live here
year round or seasonally are so fortunate! Let us never take our
lake and community for granted. Investing in our area is
something we all can do to give back to the land and water that
has so enriched our lives!
Giving back doesn’t have to be expensive. Of course, our Lake
Leelanau Lake Association and other groups, like the Leelanau
Conservancy and the Fishtown Preservation Society, can always
use donations and funding. That is a personal decision based on
what you can afford. Your volunteer time and expertise in
specific areas is just as valuable. Our lake is what it is because
of the efforts of people like you! In addition, there are other
ways (free and easy!) that you can give back to this beautiful
land and water.
First and foremost, is to respect the land and water. Our
association does much to research and study the effects of
invasive species in the water and exotic plants on the land and in
the water. We try to get that information to you so you can
make decisions about landscaping that will not harm our lake
and perhaps even enhance its health. If you have questions or
concerns, contact someone from the Association or from the
Board and we can help you or direct you to someone who can.
Secondly, we can all use good judgment and follow the rules
and recommendations concerning the water. Rules are made,
not to punish people, but to promote the safety of all using the
lake and protect the health of the lake. Make yourself aware of
the rules and recommendations and be diligent to follow them.
Convey them to your guests as well.
Most important of all, teach your children and grandchildren
about the lake and land of Leelanau County. Promote their
investment in this area by your example and your
communication to them about all that goes into keeping it the
paradise that it is. Nothing is more rewarding than to see our
children and grandchildren love the lake as much as we do!
Their investment is the most valuable contribution we can give.
Pass it on!
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Tributes to
Walt Nielsen

Brian Price
Leelanau Conservancy Executive Director

Walt Nielsen was always willing to talk about how to
protect the water quality of Lake Leelanau and lakes and
Hugh Farber
streams throughout LeelanauCounty. But he was much
LLLA Water Quality Chair
more interested in action rather than talking - in this case
Former LLLA President
assembling the scientific data needed to make good
Some of you may not have known decisions, and in understanding how to use that date to
Walt Nielsen-- but I wanted to let guide decision- making. To Walt, actions spoke louder
those of you that did know him, than words.
that he died Sat evening, April 19.
For example, soon after the establishment of a water
Walt was a great LL water quality quality monitoring program for Leelanau County, our
pioneer, worked closely with the small team of expert advisers, which included Dr. Tim
Conservancy and LLLA, my close Keilty and Dr. Ray Canale, met to talk about the
friend and a great neighbor!!
importance of establishing nutrient budgets for our area
lakes. To protect water quality, we needed to know where
He will be missed!!!
nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus were coming from,
Mary Taylor
and the relative importance of each source. The advisors
Former LLLA President
wanted to create a “nutrient budget” for Lake Leelanau Walt Nielsen....a mentor, a good friend. When it came to safeguarding but first we needed a “hydrologic budget” – a way of
our water quality the one name that comes to mind above all others is accounting for the inflows and outflows of water to the
that of Walt Nielsen. He was the kind of man who preferred to not be system. One of the big questions was: just how much
noticed or recognized, yet he was so very committed to our county, to water actually flows over the dam in Leland?
our lake.
Rather than talk about this any longer, Walt did a little
Walt retired to Leelanau County to his home on South Lake Leelanau
after retiring from Dow Chemical in about 1983. He was instrumental in
protecting our lake, working closely with the Leelanau Conservancy on
water quality monitoring. He spearheaded the stream-monitoring
program, spending hours measuring, sampling arranging for analysis
and compilation of reports.

research in how “discharge” is measured over dams, built
some homemade equipment that could be lowered into the
water above the dam to measure depth of the water
flowing over each section of the dam, got the necessary
permissions, created a computer algorhythm to plug his
date into, and began weekly measurements at the dam.
So for about a year Walt took weekly measurements,
storing his equipment at nearby Conservancy office
building. And at the end of that year Walt and Ray
Canale took all the data collected on area streams, and
Walt’s discharge measurements taken at the dam, and
created not only a hydrologic budget but also a nutrient
budget for the lake. No one asked him to do it, he saw a
need and quietly went about getting it done.

When I retired to Leelanau on the North Lake in 1989 and was
interested in getting involved in the water quality program, Walt took
me under his wing. I fondly remember spending many a day with Walt,
in all kinds of weather, performing stream monitoring. During one
holiday season he worked long hours with the conservancy to develop
the Lake Leelanau Watershed Management Plan, which the board
continues to use for our strategic planning. This Plan was instrumental
in getting a $723,000 Clean Michigan Initiative Grant specifically
designated for protecting wetlands in the Lake Leelanau Watershed. Over several decades Walt played a critical role in
Will he be missed....oh yes, by so very many!
overseeing stream water monitoring throughout the
county, and he took a special interest in any effort to learn
Wayne Wunderlich
more about Lake Leelanau, where he and Jeanne lived
first LLLA President & Founding Member
happily in retirement for several decades. Walt was truly
LLLA Leland Township Representative
a “super-volunteer” and he exemplified the truth of the
Everything Hugh mentioned is very much on point concerning the statement that “its amazing how much you can get done if
development of our current water quality efforts.
you don’t care who gets the credit.” And in recognition
Walt was really the glue that kept it all going in the beginning and was a of Walt’s quiet leadership, every year since 2002
great mentor and truly loved this lake. A tribute to the man and his the Leelanau Conservancy has awarded the Walt Nielsen
Volunteer of the Year award to the person who has
efforts is well deserved! It is the least we can do.
followed in Walt’s footsteps. We will miss his dedication
and his quiet leadership.
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Lake Leelanau Lake Association
P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123
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www.lakeleelanau.org

Coming Events
10th Annual Kid's Fishing Day
Sunday, June 29 1-4 p.m.
Veronica Valley County Park

2014 Annual Meeting
Thursday, July 24 6:00 p.m.
Where: Munecke Room
in the Leland Township Library in Leland

8th Annual Legacy
Circle Celebration
Saturday, September 6
Lake Leelanau RV Park Lodge

Photo credit Anita Abbott
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