
 

 Fall 2014
News & Views from the Watershed 

Seasons Change & So Did We
President's Letter

First  off,  I  would  like  to  thank  Rick
Thompson  for  his  leadership   of  the
Association  over  the  last  two  years.
Under his watch the “Hoover Dam,” on
the east shore of North Lake Leelanau
was  transformed  into  a  “Green  Wall”;
the  Association  is  financially  stable;
membership increased  by 30 percent;  the ninth & tenth
Kids Free Fishing Days were held with record turnouts;
the Association’s website was updated; a field trial  of a
topical cream to control swimmers itch was initiated. I am
sure  that  Rick  would  like  me  to  thank  the  Board  of
Directors  and the many volunteers that  made all  of  this
possible.

I would be remiss if I didn’t also thank Sera Thompson for
her work as Membership Chair for the last four years.

As for me, I became a permanent resident, along with my
wife,  Judy,  on  Lake  Leelanau  in  March  of  2013,  when
Judy and I were able to build our dream house. We have
been  riparian’s  since  the  early  1990’s.  In  2004  we  left
Kentucky to move to Traverse City where we started and
owned the FASTSIGNS Franchise until 2011. Our family
consists of our granddaughter and her two handlers, (her
parents, our son and daughter in-law)  in Lexington, and a
daughter and her husband in Denver.  You can tell who has
priority in our lives!

Along  with  my  election  as  President,   the  following
officers  were  elected  at  the  July  24,  2014  Annual
Meeting : Rick Thompson, immediate past President; Nick
Fleezanis,  Vice  President;  Dave  Hunter,  Treasurer  and
Cindy Kacin, Secretary. The following Committee chairs
were also elected;  Barb Kobberstad, Membership; Hugh
Farber, Water Quality; Ray Malcoun, Safety; Pete Taylor,
Fishing  and  Larry  Hauser,  Communications.  Township
representatives  are:  Bob  Bosch,  Elmwood;  John
Popa,Bingham;  Gerry Laskey,  Centerville; Tony Borden
and  Wayne  Wunderlich,  Leland  and  Gene  Wishowski,
Solon.  Thank each of you for  agreeing to  serve to help
protect Leelanau’s most valuable asset. 
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My goals  for  the  Lake  Leelanau  Lake  Association  are:  (1)
Become  proactive  in  the  stewardship  of  the  Lake  and  its
Watershed  by  engaging  not  only  the  riparians  but  also  our
neighbors  that  live/work  in  the  watershed;  (2)  Increase  the
attendance at the Annual meeting; and, (3)  Complete a long
range plan for the protection of Lake and the engagement of
those affected. 

I invite and encourage you to present your ideas by contacting
me  or  any  member  of  the  Board.  We  hope  to  poll  the
membership this Spring to get a better sense of how best to
serve  you.  By being  a  member  of  the Lake Leelanau Lake
Association,  you  are  helping  protect  Leelanau’s  most
important asset.

George Prewitt
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Mission Statement

To make this body of water, Lake Leelanau, a better place to
live.  To establish on-going programs to promote and protect
the best interest and uses of riparian owners, boaters, fishers,
bathers, and all other parties who have access to this body of
water.   In doing so, the Association will review and respond
to all issues relating to the protection and preservation of the
Lake  Leelanau environment,  the  surrounding land and the
water,  including  issues  regarding  safety,  and  recreational
enjoyment  of  the  lake.  In  addition  the  Association  will
address  issues  related  to  governmental  regulation  and
taxation, and will review all property development proposals
to  determine  what  impact  the  projects  could  have  on  the
riparian owners and users of Lake Leelanau.

Introducing 

Vice President Nick Fleezanis
Nick has been an educator his entire professional
career.   He  has  a  PhD  in  Higher  Education
Administration from Michigan State University.

After  teaching  science  at  the  elementary  and
high  school  levels,  Nick  made  the  decision  to  move  to  higher
education and, subsequently, spent thirty-six years in a variety of
advisory  and  administrative  positions  at  two  distinctly  different
institutions: at Detroit College of Business, which later merged with
Davenport  College,  which  became  Davenport  University;  and  at
Wayne County Community College District.  There he served as a
campus  President  and,  later,  as  Associate  Vice  Chancellor  for
Campus Operations.  

Nick has been married for 43 years to his wife Elaine and they have
three children, Paris, Melissa, and Jonathan.  Nick and Elaine lived
in Dearborn Michigan most their married lives and recently moved
to the Leelanau Peninsula, living on Lake Leelanau.

Nick is an enthusiastic and dedicated fisherman and plans to carry
on his passion for fishing on Lake Leelanau.

Get on Board

 Join us!
The Board meets the last Thursday of most months, in Suttons Bay.

Help Wanted
info@lakeleelanau.org | 271-6091

Township  Representative  Suttons  Bay:  Township  Representatives  are  the
Association's eyes & ears, and sometimes voices, in the several townships in
the  Lake  Leelanau  watershed.   It  is  important  that  riparian  concerns  be
considered,  and  riparian  interests  be  represented,  in  these  townships'
deliberations.
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Membership Report
Barb Kobberstad

I was working on “Thank You’s” for
the  wonderful  people  who  have
supported  LLLA  with  their

membership when all of a sudden it hit me.  Now
that I have assumed the chair of the membership
committee,  I  must  write  an  article  for  the
Newsletter.  Oh,  dear!   What  do  I  write?    Sera
Thompson is a hard act to follow when it comes to
beautifully composed articles.  

What I DO know is that the Lake Leelanau Lake
Association  board  is  a  vibrant,  hard-working  and
very  knowledgeable  group  of  volunteers.   Still,
Sera  (past  Membership  Chair)  and  Rick  (Past
President) Thompson are going to be hard to equal.
Their  professionalism  and  service  was  quite
impressive to me as a new board member.  

I  thank all  of  you  who have  taken  the  time and
effort  to  support  us  with  your  membership  and
volunteering  spirit.   You  have  enabled  us  to
continue  work  in  the  following  areas:   Kid’s
Fishing  Day,  continued  monitoring  of  lake  and
shoreline  quality,  education,  “Greening  of  the
Wall”, and ongoing swimmers itch research, just to
name a few.  A special thanks to Jessie Ray who has
graciously  responded  to  my  request  for  help  in
sending out monthly reminders renewals.  

So as I sit here writing this article, I am reminded
of how magnificent  our lake is.   The south wind
that  blessed  us  with  summer-like  temperatures  a
few days ago has abruptly vanished and has been
replaced by howling north wind and a temperature
drop  of  30  degrees.   You  never  know  what  is
coming,  but  every  bit  of  it  is  awesome  and  a
constant  reminder that  what we have here on our
lake is special; and we have a responsibility to keep
it that way.

 Membership Breakdown
as of October 1

Total Members: 322

Basic ($45): 163

Kayaker ($100): 125

Runabout ($250): 26

Cruiser ($500): 8

www.lakeleelanau.org 

Communications Communique
Larry Hauser

Follow up on the Legacy Event.  

• We are considering experimenting with an earlier
date - the Saturday before Labor Day week-end (which next 
year would be August 29th)

• Total attendance this year was 75
• Total expenditures: $1407.47 / $18.77 per person
• Young people not in attendance is concerning; this we fear is 

is a reflection of Leelanau County as a whole.
• 47% of our current members are Legacy!
• Labels of the food is very classy; thanks to Sera!

See further coverage of the Legacy Celebration below.

Leland Heritage Festival

Nancy Sweeney & Rick Thompson

For the first time ever, the Lake Association made it's presence felt at 
Leland Heritage Days with an informational display, and friendly 
presences such as Nancy Sweeney & Rick Thompson (above) and 
Nick Fleezanis & Sera Thompson (below).

Nick Fleezanis & Sera Thompson

Name that Tune Contest
Like many past issues this issue was conceived with a season-appropriate tune going thru
my head; to which the headline alludes. Can you name that tune?

Go to the online version of this newsletter, at our website, and click on the link below to
hear the Answer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqeSUAlI5uI
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LAKE LEELANAU LAKE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
MEETING
JULY 24, 2014

IN ATTENDANCE:  Hugh Farber,  Rick and Sera Thompson, Cindy Kacin,
George Prewitt, Pete and Mary Taylor, Terri Cayle, Jim and Barb Kobberstad,
Chuck Hesse, Wayne Swallow, Cindy Cuchin, Harold Martin, Nick and Elaine
Fleezanis, Harold Borden, Dave Hunter

Rick Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm.  He introduced Board
Members to those in attendance.  

Minutes of 2013 Annual Meeting were presented, accepted, and approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT, David Hunter

The balance sheet standard was available for all to read, and
David discussed the financial  trend of the organization and
differences  between  last  years  report  and  this  year’s.
Receipts  were  down  –  from approx.  $50,000  for  2013  to
$38,000 for 2014.  The change can be attributed to a drop in

membership dues and a decrease in contributions to major projects.  It is not a
concern because we have had reduced operating expenses and event expenses.
Program spending went from $24,000 to $12,000.  We are looking to expand
programs and projects sponsored by the organization.  Our assets total $95,356
as of June 30, 2014 as compared to $80,000 in June, 2013.  In response to a
question about an audit, David responded that we schedule an audit every year.
It  is  necessary to  have  an  external  audit  every  year  in  order  to  apply for
financial grants.  

IRS 990 form will be filed in the middle of August.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMUNICATIONS – Larry Hauser was absent.  Beforehand, he provided
the minutes from last year’s meeting.  He has maintained the website and blog
for the organization, and has maintained and improved the efficiency of our
database. 

WATER QUALITY – Hugh Farber

Hugh commended the organization and associated other persons who volunteer
their time and energy to the endeavor to preserve the
quality of our lake.  Water monitoring this summer is
being done on the North Lake by Wayne Wunderlich,
Ray Malcoun, and Jeff Green; and on the South Lake
by  Jeff  Sanborn,  Kay  Johnston,  Sue  Maring,  and
Chuck Haag.  The monitoring is under the direction of
Wayne Swallow.  Hugh is also the liaison person for
our organization for the Clean Water Group.

WATER SAFETY

George Prewitt reported on the current safety efforts being implemented for the
skulling activities at  Fountain Point.   The wake created by other boaters is
particularly unsafe for rowers because they do not wear life jackets and have
little free board on their boats.  No wake zones are determined by the DNR.
They  will  issue  “no  wake  permits”  for  special  events.   The  LLLA  is
encouraging  boaters  to  demonstrate  courtesy to  those  involved  in  skulling.
LLLA has donated funds  to  Fountain Point  to  purchase portable/removable
buoys to mark courses and encourage no wake when skullers are present.  “No
wake” is defined as the slowest possible speed a boat motor can run while in
gear.  

There is a buoy missing in the no wake zone in the river.  LLLA will see that it
is replaced.  

The DNR has expressed that it  does not  have the manpower to adequately
patrol  and  enforce  no  wake  zones.   Residents  are  encouraged  to  call  the
Sheriff’s Department when they observe violations to “no wake” during peak
boating times.

Rick Thompson passes the torch to George Prewitt

FISH COMMITTEE – Pete Taylor

The DNR planted 7,000 trout in the lake this last
spring.   This  is  down  from  20,000  which  were
planted the previous year.  The decrease was due to
problems at the fishery.  
Approximately  600  people  attended  the  Kid’s
Fishing  Day  at  Veronica  Valley  this  year.   Pete

shared  an  email  he  received  from  a  family  who  very  much
appreciated  this  free  activity.   Pete  expressed  thanks  to  all  the
volunteers  that  made  this  event  possible.   The  LLLA provides
fishing equipment that kids can use at the event.  This year more
people  brought  their  own equipment  which would indicate  that
kids and their families are getting involved in fishing, which is a
goal of this event.  3500 fish were planted for this event.  The
intent is that the pond at Veronica Valley will be reserved just for
kid’s fishing.  Currently, there is an effort to get this put into law.

A question from the floor asked what has happened to the perch
population in the lake?  Fish populations are cyclical.  Also, the
perch population in Lake Michigan has been affected by quagga
and zebra mussel populations.  This may have affected populations
in Lake Leelanau as well.

A question from the floor concerned the high fishing license fee
for  non-residents  and  the  discontinuing of  a  one  week  license.
Can the LLLA help to influence a  change to this ruling?  Our
senator and congressmen have been responsive to similar issues.
A letter could be sent to them expressing this concern.  Also, a
drafted letter from a resident to a senator or congressman about
this issue would be reviewed by the LLLA and we could endorse it
and send it out on LLLA letterhead.

MEMBERSHIP – Sera Thompson

Barb Kobberstad will now be taking over the membership duties
of the association.  Sera reported on membership items.  We have
363 members as of 6-1-14.  Since 2010, we have completed the
following:

 Held a membership drive that has increased our membership.

 Updated our procedure for reminders of expiring dues.

 Updated our procedure for acknowledgements featuring a note
that includes Sharon Ashley’s drawing of the Narrows.

 Recently did a smaller scaled membership drive for persons
whose  membership  had  expired  more  than  a  year.   150
reminders were sent yielding 54 renewals. 

 Identified areas and way to improve the collection and keeping
of  accurate  data.  Sera  suggested  that  membership  data  be
collected within the same time frame as the fiscal year for our
finances.

Sera expressed her thanks and appreciation for a gratifying four
years working with the Board.
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OTHER BUSINESS

OTHER BUSINESS

There  was  a  question  from  the  floor  about  a  booklet  that  gives
information  about  preserving  the  shoreline  with  plantings  and  good
practices  for  water  quality.   This  booklet  is  available  on  the  LLLA
website.

Resident Chuck Hesse, 1344 N. Manitou Trail, posed the question about
development  of adjacent  property that  interferes  with the drainage of
water into the lake.  He has a situation where property adjacent to his has
been built up about six feet at the shoreline.  The Board responded that
development  that  changes  drainage  needs  to  have  a  permit  from the
Drain  Commission.   He  should  contact  the  Drain  Commission  for
inspection.

Wayne Swallow reported that he has 25 volunteers to test a product for
prevention of swimmers itch.  He needs 5 more volunteers.

NEW BUSINESS

No new issues or questions were offered from the attendants.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

All officers were elected with an unanimous vote from the membership.

President (new):  George Prewitt

Vice President (new):  Nick Fleezanis

Treasurer (continuing):  David Hunter

Secretary (new):  Cindy Kacin

COMMENTS FROM RICK THOMPSON (previous President):

Rick commended several board members for their service to the LLLA:

 Larry Hauser has developed the website, blog, database, and
continues to produce an excellent newsletter.

 Colleen Mouse has served as secretary for 11 years.

 Pete Taylor has directed Kids Fishing Day since its inception
and is instrumental in getting sponsors for funding.

 Mary Taylor has directed the Legacy event for 8 years.  Help is
needed for this endeavor and the vice president will co-chair
this committee in the future.

 David Hunter manages the cash flow of association effectively
and  provides  detailed  reporting.   His  endeavors  are  very
important and help to drive the decision making process.

Rick cited the accomplishments of the LLLA:

 The LLLA was instrumental in the greening of the wall on the
North Lake.  It has been 2 years since the planting which has
eliminated the eyesore on the lake.

 The LLLA has been monitoring water quality on the lake and
has  explored  the  possibility  of  using  university  interns  to
further  the  study  of  water  quality  on  the  lake.   Rick
commended the efforts of Wayne Swallow who heads up this
endeavor.

 Kids  Fishing  Day  continues  to  be  a  great  event  for  the
community.

 Membership has increased.

 Wayne Swallow was commended and thanked for his research
and his endeavors to find a solution to swimmers itch in the
lake.  Formulation of a lotion to be applied prior to swimming
is being developed by Wayne Swallow.

COMMENTS FROM NEW PRESIDENT
GEORGE PREWITT

George read the mission statement from the bylaws of
the  association.   Copies  were  available  for  the
attendees.  Included in the handout was a map of the
watershed of Lake Leelanau.  George stated that his

goal would be for everyone who lives in the watershed to be involved in
A ssociation activities.  The next LLLA meeting is August 28, 2014 at
8:30 am at the Village Inn in Suttons Bay.

Nick Fleezanis commented on the association’s intent to reach out to
other organizations for collaboration of efforts.

George Prewitt adjourned the meeting at 7:10 pm.

DATES OF FUTURE BOARD MEETINGS:

 8-28-14, 9-25-14, 10-23-14, 12-04-14, 1-22-15

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Kacin – Secretary
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Wayne's  World 

from the desk of water quality consultant, Wayne
Swallow

In Pursuit of a Water Quality Grant

Funding  for  basic  water  quality
research is very limited.  So, a lot of

excitement was generated in Leelanau County when
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ)  announced  availability  of  Clean  Michigan
Initiative (CMI) funds.  The Leelanau Conservancy
(LC)  led  preparation  of  a  grant  application  in
collaboration  with  the  Lake  Leelanau  Lake
Association  (LLLA)  and  Western  Michigan
University (WMU).  

If successful, the grant will support varied work in
the Lake Leelanau watershed: shoreline surveys of
North and South Lake Leelanau (last conducted over
a  decade  ago);  monitoring  of  nutrients,  flow,
temperature  and  dissolved  oxygen  in  10  streams
flowing into Lake Leelanau; and sampling of bottom
dwelling organisms in North and South Lake along
with  the  10  streams  being  sampled  for  nutrients.
The  major  thrust  of  the  research  is  to  assess  the
nutrient  levels  in  the  lakes  and  tributary  streams.
The bottom organism sampling is to assess the status
of zebra mussels compared to prior studies, and to
determine if the dreaded quagga mussel has invaded
Lake  Leelanau.    The  grant  request  also  includes
similar work on Little Traverse Lake, Lime Lake and
Cedar Lake and their  tributaries.   It  was fortunate
that  WMU  recently  started  a  freshwater  science
baccalaureate  program  in  conjunction  with
Northwestern Michigan College.  Students enrolled
in that program will staff the field sampling.  

This grant application process has underscored the
value of our volunteers who conduct lake and stream
sampling.    Not  only  do  these  volunteers  provide
invaluable  information  to  understand  what  is
occurring in the Lake Leelanau watershed, their time
also contributed $22,573 as “matching funds” in the
grant.    THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!!!!    Stay
tuned to learn if our request was successful.

Cooperative Lake Sampling Volunteers
Complete another Season of Sampling

Many  thanks  go  to  Wayne  Wunderlich,  Ray
Malcoun, Jeff Sanborn and Kay Johnston for their
hours of lake sampling.  Our cadre of volunteers was
rounded out by Jeff Green, Sue Manning and Chuck
Haag.  Data analyses will  be conducted in the near
future.   Our  winter  newsletter,  will  include  a
summary of this year’s data along with a summary
of past years’ data.  

Is a Swimmers Itch Remedy On The Horizon?

This title captioned an article from LLLA’s spring newsletter.  Twelve
LLLA members volunteered as “guinea pigs” to test a new product, SI
Lotion. What would you say if I asked you to purposely get swimmers
itch?  Well, luckily these 12 didn’t respond “&*#%!*@?!". They were
dedicated  participants  exposing  themselves  to  swimmers  itch.
Fourteen  other  volunteers  from Cedar,  Crystal,  and  Higgins  Lakes
joined their ranks.   

By way of review, the field study was initiated based on a laboratory
study that  showed the ingredient  mix in  SI Lotion may serve as a
deterrent  to  swimmers  itch.   A volunteer  had  to  be  susceptible  to
swimmers  itch,  sign  a  liability  waiver,  apply  “SI  Lotion”  and  a
placebo to the left and right legs, expose both legs to lake water either
by  wading  or  swimming  for  at  least  20  minutes  (on  5  different
occasions), and record the incidence of swimmers itch on a data sheet.
Volunteers were phenomenal!  Many endured the unpleasantness of
swimmers itch, and returned datasheets resulting in a response rate of
65.4%.

So, is a remedy on the horizon?  Maybe.  The results ranged from
“mixed” to really dramatic.   Phone discussions and emails I had with
volunteers  indicated  that  they  were  not  detecting  any  marked
difference between swimmers itch occurrence on either leg, one being
treated  with  SI  Lotion  and  the  other  the  placebo.   I  decided  to
challenge SI Lotion by wading “Fudgie Beach”, a location known for
active (and severe) swimmers itch cases.   This beach is on the west
side of North Lake Leelanau, along M-22 about a half mile south of
Leland.   I waded for 20 minutes in the shallows, churning up bottom
sediments; the wind was “on-shore”.   A prickly-itching sensation was
felt after 10 minutes in the water.  Severe itching symptoms with red
pustules started soon after  exiting the water, and lasted for 3 days.
The red spots lasted for 13 days.  Sounds bad don’t it?   Not really!
The good news is that almost all of these symptoms occurred on the
right leg.  A count of pustules showed 125 on the right leg and only 10
on the left leg.  A subsequent trial resulted in 15
pustules on the right leg and none on the left. The
second  trial  followed  a  day  in  which  Lake
Leelanau  received  three  inches  of  rain.
Presumably the rain event decreased the presence
of cercariea in the water during the second trail.
A check of records showed the right leg had the
placebo and the left leg SI Lotion.  As an aside, I
was  told  by  John  Popa  that  a  pharmacist
recommended Zyrtec (or a generic alternative) to relieve itching.  It
seemed to work pretty well for relief of itching.

These results were quite striking, but a positive result from one test 
subject is not sufficient evidence to initiate a manufacturing run of the 
product costing thousands of dollars.  A more refined, rigorous short-
termed test is planned for early spring 2015 to corroborate these initial
results.  For those interested as a volunteer or to simply follow study 
progress, please contact Wayne Swallow at 
sisolutionsLLC228@gmail.com. 
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2014 Swimmers Itch Reports

We apologize for a little confusion this
summer in reporting swimmers itch on
the LLLA website. We included both a
blog and an offsite statistical reporting
tool. The confusion will be corrected for
next  year  so  we  clearly  delineate  the
blog  entry  (where  one  can  expect  a
reply)  and  the  statistical  report.  The
following  information  is  based  on  the
18  individuals’  who  completed  the
statistical  report.  This  article  shows
maps of incidents in both lakes. To view
locations and details of 2014 and past year’s reports on North
and South Lake Leelanau click on Swimmers Itch under the
Water  Quality  tab  at  our  website,  or  go  directly  to  the
Swimmers Itch page at http://lakeleelanau.org/swimmers-itch. 

Respondents  reported  swimmers  itch
problems from early June through the end
of August.  79% contracted swimmers itch
in the afternoon.   A Crystal  Lake study
clearly  showed  that  “on-shore”  winds
(blowing towards shore) were a significant
contributing  factor  for  getting  swimmers
itch.  Our data showed on-shore winds had
slightly higher incidence rate compared to
calm winds  and  winds  parallel  to  shore:
35%  on-shore;  29.5%  calm;  29.5%
parallel  to  shore;  and  6%  away  from
shore.   There was only one report  when
winds  were  away  from  shore.   Still,  I
would  recommend  avoiding  water
recreation  when  winds  are  blowing  on
shore. 

This was the first year we inquired about the speed in which
the itch symptoms appeared. Immediate itching was reported
by 65% (11)  of  the  respondents  and  35% (6)  individuals
reported  the  symptoms  started  6-12  hours  after  exposure.
One  person  did  not  report  how soon  symptoms  occurred.
This information runs counter to perceptions that typically
swimmers  itch  symptoms  appear  several  hours  after
exposure.  We are trying to find literature or experts that may
help explain the difference.

Respondents reported 73 individuals were in the water and
that  52  (71%)  got  swimmers  itch.  Thirty-nine  percent
reported severe cases (>100 papules), 44% moderate (11-99
papules),  and  17%  mild  (<10)  cases.   Three  cases  were
reported  from  South  Lake  and  the  remainder  15  cases
occurred in North Lake.   

The Water Quality Committee
by Hugh Farber

The  Primary  purpose  of  the  Water  Quality
Committee  is  TO HELP the  riparian  owners
and  other  users  of  North  and  South  Lake
Leelanau maintain and improve the quality of
the water and their experiences with these lakes. Our efforts
involve  monitoring  water  quality  parameters,  shoreline  and
watershed  observation  and  information  transmittal  and
cooperation  with  other  organizations  involved  with  similar
goals.  But  please  note  the  BOLD  TYPE  above  since
observable results often depend on the "boots on the ground"
concept-- you who are reading this !

Since  the  aesthetic  and monetary value  of  property on and
near Lake Leelanau greatly depends on it's reputation for and
the reality of clean water, it behooves all of us to be alert for
potentially  negative  impacts  from  our  activities.  The
Lake Leelanau Lake  Association  is  committed  to  assist  in
these  efforts  and  to  that  end  we  have  a  part  time  aquatic
biologist  available  to  help  guide  us  on  specific  issues  and
several  volunteers  for  field  activities  like  water
sampling/observation.

Visit Our Website to Click & Listen
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North Lake Reports

Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine

Michigan  Riparian is  a  quarterly  magazine  published  in
February,  May,  August,  &  November  and  devoted  to  the
management and wise use of Michigan’s lakes and streams.
The  cost  of  an  individual  subscription  is  $14.00.  To
subscribe, mail your contact information (mailing address &
phone) along with a check for $14  to The Riparian | 300 N.
State St. Suite A | Stanton, MI 48888  Or complete & mail
the downloadable form from www.mi-riparian.org/  .

South Lake Reports

http://lakeleelanau.org/swimmers-itch
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/
http://www.mi-riparian.org/


7th Annual Legacy Celebration
Lake Leelanau RV Park Lodge

by 

Mary Taylor
From the  first  Legacy Event  held  on  Warden's  Point  at  Wheeler
Cottage, to our eighth annual held at the beautiful Lake Leelanau RV
Park, the Communications Committee always questions whether we
can continue to  provide the perfect  venue,  food,  and fun.  Guests
were not to be disappointed as the setting and weather for this year's
event was gorgeous, with delicious food, paired with excellent local
wines. The evening included socializing out on the deck, watching a
Pickle Ball demonstration by our past president Rick Thompson and
his wife, Sera, as well as a tour of the park organ by owner Don
Wilson. Rick and Sera Thompson were presented with a beautiful
fine art  giclee painted by local  artist  Gene Rantz,  acknowledging
their tremendous contributions to the Association for the past four
years. The Communications Committee, along with volunteers and
board members, once again made Legacy Members feel special by
acknowledging their important contributions to our Association.

Nancy, Elaine and Sera preparing "lite hors'd"

Food Committee Members for the food & to Mary Taylor for the Flowers

President George Prewitt acknowledges Rick and Sera's leadership for the past four years

Presented with a Gene Rantz giclee of the Narrows

Thanks to These Wineries
for the Generosity

Boskydel | Leelanau Cellars |
Rastafol | Boathouse | Mawby

| Aurora

Thanks to the Communications Committee for
making it Happen

Anne Hesse, Barb Krause, Barb Wilson, Cathy Sehnert, Judy
Prewitt, Larry Hauser, MaryBeth Rollings, Mary Taylor (Events

Chair), Barb Kobberstad, Nancy Sweeney, Penny Malcoun,
Nick Fleezanis, Sera Thompson, Susan Green, Tom Angus
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10th Annual Kid's Fishing Day

Started in 2005 as a joint project between the Lake Association
and the Michigan DNR, Kids Fishing Day has grown to where,
this  June  29th,  almost  600  kids  and  parents  enjoyed  a  day of
family  fun  and  fishing  at  beautiful  Veronica  Valley  Park  in
Leelanau County.  The event is backed by a dedicated group of
Sponsors and Supporters (listed below).  

As  always  Kids  Fishing  Day  was  FREE to  all  and  featured
fishing for over 1,500 bluegills stocked in the pond.  Bait and
tackle,  hotdogs  and  pop,  “fish  painting,”  nature  displays,  fly

fishing  demonstration,  and  more  were  once
again provided.  

As an added treat this year, as last, the Wings
of Wonder Raptor Show was there to entertain
and educate  the kids about hawks,  owls and
other wild birds.  

The  fun  started  at  11a.m.
and ran to 3p.m.   It was a a magical day of
family fun and fishing.  

FREE thanks to these sponsors and
supporters!

Lake Leelanau Lake Association
Leelanau Enterprise

Leelanau County Parks and Recreation Commission
Michigan DNR

Cedar Rod and Gun Club
Cherryland Electric CO-OP

Leelanau Conservation District
Grand Traverse Band

Camelot Construction
Grand Traverse Children’s Museum

Lake Leelanau Community Association
Monstrey McDonald Events

Hansen Foods
PATH Foundation

The Fish Hook
Honor Collision Service

Chris and Heather Hettinger
The Narrows – Lake Leelanau

Open Letter to Fishing Day Sponsors
Janine Winkler

Our family would like to thank you for a delightful and awe-
inspiring afternoon at Veronica Valley this past Sunday [June
29]. Three generations of our family gathered on the shore of
the fish pond to enjoy the beauty, cast a line or two, wrestle
with a  blue  gill,  and share time with one another.  For  nine
years, we’ve been leading up to attending - always otherwise
engaged.  This  year  the  stars  aligned  and  we  were  so  very
blessed to be able to experience what hundreds of people have
already known: Kids Fishing Day is one of the best days of the
year!

We  have  a  young  son,
Joseph,  who  is  mildly
autistic pictured showing us
the length of the “big fish”
he  caught  (right).  He  was
fascinated  by  the  worms,
mud  puppies,  turtles,  live
fish  of  our  region,  free
fishing  tackle,  orange  pop,
Cheetos, and the first fish he ever caught. Our older children
who were able to attend cast line after line, laughing, catching
weeds,  learning  fishing  courtesies,  and  soaking  in  the  sun.
Then there was Grandma Joan, sitting in the shade, the go-to
soda  holder,  photographer,  art  appreciator,  baby-holder,
encourager  to  eat,  and  lady  with  the  sunscreen.  The
Rutherford-Winkler-Bardenhagen  group  accounted  for  13
attendees. All of us had  the time of our lives.

We are deeply grateful to the sponsors for their generosity and
the joy they were able to  bring to  all  who attended.  Good,
wholesome,  family  fun  in  the  most  beautiful  spot  in  the
universe! Thank you!

Hugh & Betty Farber     Barb Kobberstad & Cindy Kacin                George & Rick
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Lake Level Control
John Popa

As a result of the recent rains and high water
levels,  there  have  been  a  lot  of  questions,
concerns,  and some damage.  Fluctuations of
the water level are usually short lived, but it is
not  unusual  to  experience  several  days  of
abnormal  levels,  which  frequently  includes
wind.   We  are  at  the  mercy of  nature.   The

recent high levels resulted in many phone calls as to what is
being done.  I will try to address some history, and also what
is now in place for level control.  I was on the Dam Authority
when the present dam was constructed.

The  previous  dam(s)  had  many  different  owners  and
underwent periodic modifications.  There were concerns with
liability, operation, and maintenance.  Due to the size of our
lake, it has a large impact on property owners and the county
in general.  Through a court order the lake level was set at
589ft (above sea level) from April 15th thru November 15th,
and one foot lower for the remaining cold weather months.

The responsibility for level control was given to the County
and  consisted  of  visual  lake  level  readings  and
removal/installation of boards to maintain the levels.  Many
times it was a guessing game, was not always timely, and also
was not that safe.

Enter  the DEQ and its  well  intended regulations.   Through
many  years  of  inspections,  repairs,  and  an  ultimate
requirement to handle a 200 year flood, the County assumed
the task to replace the dam.  The planning and implementation
was  very  involved  because  of  dam  site  ownership  issues,
access issues, congestion with surrounding buildings and the
cost … approximately $1 million.

The final design approved was the installation of a “hydraulic
crest  gate  dam.”   It  has automatic  level  controls,  computer
access, and back-up systems.  It is powered by large pistons
that  can  be  locally  and  remotely controlled  (via  computer.)
The County maintenance department does an excellent job of
monitoring and anticipating fluctuations of the lake level; in
addition to the automatic sensors, workers will lower the gate
during rainy situations when high waters are expected.

Water flow through the dam fluctuates because of drought or
wet weather.  However, it  was designed to pass 1200 cubic
feet per second when the water level is 590 ft (which is one
foot higher than the maintained level of 589 ft.)  It turns out
that the Leland River is the point of restriction, and that much
water flow will sweep a lot of sediments with it.

In  the  meantime  FEMA  steps  in.   They  are  under
congressional  orders  to  survey  the  country,  and  provide
communities  with “flood plain event”  information that  may
take place 1% of the time (every 100 years).  FEMA estimates
that our lake would rise to 590’, which so happens to be what
the Leland dam was designed and built to nine years ago.

So where does this leave your concerns? Lake levels will rise
periodically until the dam can lower it.  It can only pass 1200
cubic feet per second, so it cannot control it instantly.  These
past rains were nowhere near a 100 year event.  I have a stake
by my dock and the south lake only rose about 8 inches …
something we may see every 10 years or so.  But it was windy
and that caused most of the damage.  I have lived here since
the 1940’s and I have seen it as high as 10” or more, but that
was with control using wooden planks in a narrow chute.

Technology, the workers, and the design/operation of our dam
are very good; and it is all  appreciated.  It was money well
spent  that  protects  the  interests  Lake  Leelanau  lakefront
property owners and all who enjoy the beauty and uses of  this
wonderful lake.   

You may contact me if you wish... 947-1088.

Late Breaking Story
According to the October 2013  Leelanau Enterprise, according to the National
Weather Service volunteer station in Maple City, 7 inches of rain had fallen in
October  as  of  October  15;  “normal  for  the  entire  month  is  3.8  inches.”   The
Enterprise reports, “Leelanau County is struggling to keep the water level in Lake
Leelanau  from flowing  into  yards,  temporarily  violating  a  court  order  setting
levels for the Leland Dam.”  As of Wednesday the 15 th  the dam was set at 588.6
feet  above  sea  level,  “well  under  the  court-ordered minimum for  the  summer
months until November 15.  That minimum is 589 feet.”  According to county
maintenance director Gerald Culman III, “The compliance thing is not even a part
of the conversation right now”; “we've got to lower the level in the south end of
the lake”; but “he can't take the level on the Leland River so low that it becomes
unusable for boats,” the Enterprise reports
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Lake Leelanau Rowing Club Regatta
Erik Zehender

Photo credit: Theo Early

Lake Leelanau Rowing Club's October 25/26 regatta continues
to grow and is now among the largest in the state with some
350  rowers  and  twice  as  many  spectators  expected  from
throughout Michigan as well as  northern Ohio,  Indiana and
Illinois. 

Lake Leelanau boat races are scheduled for Saturday 3-5pm
and Sunday 8am-2pm. The best viewing will be at Fountain
Point or anywhere between St. Mary's and the RV Park. 

New this  year  joining  the  Traverse  City high  school  youth
program is the newly founded NMC Rowing Team, which just
became official  this  month  and is  sponsored by LLRC and
Fountain Point; this is the first NMC college athletic team in
any sport  that will  compete officially against other  colleges
and  universities,  including  the  Big  10  -  an  exciting
development for NMC. 

Given the number of visitors, local arts and crafts vendors will
be onsite as well as a mini farmers market. The effort requires
both  on-water  and  off  the  water/traffic  management
volunteers.  Anyone  interested  in  participating  actively  in  a
very  exciting  outdoor  youth-focused  athletic  event,  please
contact Head Coach Mike Stemo, stemorows@gmail.com, or
myself, ezehender@yahoo.com.

photo OF Cathy Fisher
by Larry Hauser
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Lake Leelanau Lake Association
P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123

www.lakeleelanau.org 

Postage

Coming Events
11th Annual Kid's Fishing Day

Sunday, June 28 2015
Veronica Valley County Park

2015 Annual Meeting
When TBA {late July-early August}

Where TBA

8th Annual Legacy 
Circle Celebration

When TBA {Late August or Early
September}
Where TBA

Photo by Cathy Fisher
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