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PRESIDENT'S LETTER
A town in Kentucky issued an arrest warrant for Elsa, from the
movie Frozen. I think we should help bring this fugitive to justice.

The Lake  Leelanau Lake Association, Mission Statement
enjoins  us  to  “make  the  body of  water  known  as  Lake
Leelanau a better place to live” and to “establish on-going
programs to promote and protect the best interest and uses of riparian owners,
boaters, fishermen, bathers, and all other parties who have access to the body
of water.”   To these ends, the Association, “will review and respond to all
issues  relating  to  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  Lake  Leelanau
environment, the surrounding land and the water including issues regarding
safety,  and recreational enjoyment of the lake.  In addition the Association
will address issues related to governmental regulation and taxation, and will
review  all  property  development  proposals  to  determine  what  impact  the
projects could have on the riparian owners and users of Lake Leelanau.”

How have we done?  

• We helped  to  settle  the law suit  over  maintenance of  the  dam at
Fishtown, which included establishing lake levels.

• We were instrumental in having township zoning laws include “key-
holing” restrictions.

• We facilitated the greening of the “Great Wall” on the North Lake. 
• We are the instigators and ongoing facilitators of  Kids Free Fishing

Day.
• The Narrows are now protected from development by the Leelanau

Conservancy, thanks to us.
• The  Lake  Leelanau  Lake  Owners  Handbook (available  at  our

website).
• We monitor the quality  of water and maintain  the channel markers

at the mouth of the Leland River and the Narrows on an ongoing
basis.

• We  are  aggressively  pursuing  solutions  to  the  swimmer’s  Itch
problem thru outreach to other lake associations and even innovative
research by our Water Quality Consultant, Wayne Swallow.

• We have advocated for a neighborhood sewer system on behalf of
the  North  Sunset  Shores  Drive  neighborhood;  and  most  recently,
reviewed the application for a boathouse on the Leland River and
given our concerns about potential navigation and pollution hazards
at the public hearing.

We face many future challenges known and unknown. The Board is here to
serve you. Please join us at the Annual Meeting held in August. Or contact
any of the Board with your concerns or ideas.     

George Prewitt    
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11th Annual
KIDS FISHING DAY
Sunday, June 28
2015 Veronica
Valley County

Park

Get on Board

 Join us!

Help Wanted
email: leelanaulkassn@aol.com | phone: 271-6091

.

Township  Representative  Suttons  Bay:  Township
Representatives  are  the  Association's  eyes  &  ears,  and
sometimes  voices,  in  the  several  townships  in  the  Lake
Leelanau watershed.  It is important that riparian concerns be
considered,  and  riparian  interests  be  represented,  in  these
townships' deliberations. 

Correspondence
Hi all,

Attached is  a picture of my grand daughter, Claire Payne, (age
10) [front page photo]. She and I collect Monarch eggs from the
milkweed plants, and also Monarch worms, and raise Monarchs
all summer. 

This past summer there were a lot of laying Monarchs, and we
released a total of 99 hatched Monarchs. This was our best year
ever, but we plan to beat that number this summer, as Monarch
eggs are plentiful around Lake Leelanau.

We had plenty to share with other people on the lake who have
never raised them before.  It is a great activity for all ages.

Don Payne
North Lake Leelanau/Farmington HIlls, 248-737-4695

PS: Below is a picture of the three stages and the boxes that I use
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Membership Report
Barb Kobberstad

Wow!  The winter of 2014-2015 began with a
promise of a more normal weather pattern and,
indeed,  we do not have the snow we had last

year.  This February has been challenging us with record cold,
though.   Despite  that,  those of us  who live on or  near  Lake
Leelanau  love  it  for  whatever  Mother  Nature  throws  at  us.
(Well, most of the time!)

Members  have  been  having  a  fun  winter  with  activities  that
include:   hiking,  snowshoeing  in  the  woods,  cross  country
skiing in the fields and on our beautiful lake, snowmobiling, ice
fishing and ice boating.  Whether you are happily enjoying our
lake as you sit in front of a blazing fireplace gazing out your
window, or involved in one of her many outdoor activities, we
all know we are extremely lucky to be living here, even if it’s
part time.

Our lake depends on you to keep it healthy and vibrant.  As
members  of  the  Lake  Association,  your  financial  support,  of
course,  is  invaluable as we strive to effectively maintain and
improve the quality of the lake.   If you would like to be more
involved, why not volunteer?  Many hands are needed to help
with the growing popularity of Kid’s Fishing Day in late June.
Do you have a boat in the water in spring that can be used  as
part  of  a  state  program  to  monitor  water  quality  in  our
lake?   .Maybe you are familiar  with keeping up a Facebook
page?   As you can see, there are lots of ways to help.

When you send in your membership, please fill out the name
and address portion either by hand or slap an address sticker in
the  space.   Don’t  be  afraid  to  jot  down  your  comments  or
volunteer your time and talent.  Please know we appreciate each
and every membership  and  donation  you  make  on  behalf  of
Lake Leelanau.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to
contact me via email or telephone.  

Barb  Kobberstad:   musicmom4@juno.com or  231-256-
8802.

Water Levels and the Dam
John Popa

 Chairman-Leland Dam Authority

There have been several inquiries and concerns
about  maintaining  proper  lake  levels,  the
condition & operation of the dam, and whether
dredging  is  needed  or  not.  On January 6th,  the  Leland  Dam
Authority convened after a 2-3 year "rest." The Authority does
not have all the answers yet, but listed below is a brief overview
of the present action list … not in any order of importance.

1. What  is  needed  to  de-water  the  dam:  Materials,
procedures, equipment, design, dry-run.

2. Overhauling or  repairs  to  present  gate & equipment:
spare parts, procedures, preventive maintenance.

3. Operating procedure  manual:  Emergencies,  access  to
controls/computer,  absence  of  Maintenance  person,
back-up power.

4. Periodic Inspections: When, distribution, filing, results.

5. Life  of  seals  &  coatings: Paint,  shelf-life,  who  is
keeping track, rubber parts.

6. Flow charts: Is it in specs, lake level vs. dam position,
volume of water per dam position, engineering study.

7. Future repairs: Funds, when.

8. Remote  access  to  flow & levels: Who,  how,  others,
look only, additional sensors.

9. Prints, reports, information: Where is everything?.

10. Report to Commissioners: Progress.

It is a challenging agenda. We do not have all the answers yet.
Our big task now is to do an engineering study of how the lake
levels  determine  the  operation and  control  of  the  gate  at  the
Leland Dam, and whether dredging is necessary at the narrows
and the Leland River. As of this writing, there is a rough draft
for a proposal and hopefully we will have results back by mid-
summer.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  the  Court  Order  says  to
maintain water level "at the dam". There is no order for the rest
of the lake. However, the variations of periodic water levels is
important, and the Authority is looking into options or corrective
action.

You  may  follow  the  minutes  of  the  Dam  Authority  on  the
County web-site which includes more detail.
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Wayne's   World
from the desk of Water Quality Consultant Wayne Swallow

2015 Lake Leelanau Swimmers Itch 
Reporting – Do You Have An App For That?
LLLA will be collecting swimmers itch reports again this summer.
While  attending  the  MSIP  (see  adjoining  article)  we  were
surprised to learn that LLLA was the only lake association with a
formalized  tracking  system  for  swimmers  itch  reporting.  We
believe that it is impossible to communicate to its members how
LLLA is  doing  in  addressing  swimmers  itch  unless  there  is  a
formalized incident tracking system to measure trends.  Without a
mechanism to capture incidents as they occur, one is left with just
anecdotal stories. Go to  http://lakeleelanau.org/swimmers-itch/ to
make reports this summer 

Over the years we have learned that our reporting process may not
be as effective or easy to access as  it  might be.   When people
contract  swimmers  itch,  especially  grandchildren,  grandma  and
grandpa are not thinking: “Oh yeah, let’s go on line and make a
report  to  LLLA”.  They are  trying  to  relieve  the  suffering  and
crying of their grandchildren.  

We  believe  there  is  a  high  probability  that  underreporting  is
occurring.   When  our  spring  newsletter  goes  out,  we  typically
have several hundred folks access the reporting link.  However,
we get fewer than 50 reports each year when the weather warms,
and the itch is “on the prowl”.  One reason may be the ease of
access for reporting.  When someone is in the throes swimmers
itch anguish, the parents, grandparents or infected person are not
thinking  about  anything  other  than  HOW CAN  I  STOP THIS
ITCHING!!!   While we’re currently using our website to make
reports, we believe there may be an easier way.

We have investigated  smart  phone apps,  and  have  not  found a
“free” one that can be easily adapted to using as a swimmers itch
reporting tool.  If you are aware of such an app, please send an
email to  wayneswallow@charter.net.   Better yet, ask those high
school or college age grandchildren – I’ll bet they might know of
an app that could be used.  I look forward to hearing from you!

The Riparian and Michigan Lakes &
Streams Associations Are Great Bargains

The Riparian magazine is an excellent source of inland lake public
policy and water quality issues.  We encourage you to subscribe
for $14.  See the small notice in this newsletter [right]. Or better
yet  join the ML&SA for $35; it  is  an excellent  organization to
learn about all things related to inland lakes and streams. ML&SA
$35 membership fee includes subscription to the Riparian.

ML&SA’s spring conference might be a good opportunity to take
a close look. You can find the agenda at http://www.mymlsa.org/.
You might want to attend one or both days.  You can learn more
about the SI Lotion initiative and the MSIP on Friday, May 1st.  

New Swimmers Itch Consortium
Formed

There will be significant activity on swimmers
itch  this  year.   A  group  from  Higgins  Lake
founded a multi-lake task force in an effort  to

solve  the  “oft  talked  about”  but  “little  accomplished  about”
issue  of  swimmers  itch.    The  group  has  been  named  the
Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership (MSIP).  LLLA joined
with  six  other  lake  associations  at  MSIP’s  first  meeting,  at
Walloon  Lake,  in  November.   On  behalf  of  the   LLLA I
summarized our swimmers itch benchmark survey in a power
point presentation for the group.  If you’re curious about what
other lake associations are doing you can view the presentation
at:  http://lakeleelanau.org/swimmers-itch/

More lake associations are being sought to join and strengthen
the MSIP.  A March meeting is planned in the Traverse City
area to engage natural resource and regulatory agencies along
with legislative representatives.  The purpose of this meeting is
to  open  a  dialog  among  the  major  interest  groups,  share
information,  and  try  to  reach  a  consensus  on  how  best  to
reduce the impact of swimmers itch. 

Higgins Lake has been very active trying to resurrect the trap
and move effort  for mergansers.   They have talked with the
people  and  agencies  that  the  LLLA  suggested,  and  are
optimistic about conducting a program this summer.  They plan
some  extensive  work  with  Curt  Blankespoor  (Harvey
Blankespoor’s  son),  Ron  Remick,  and  college  students,  to
trap/remove  mergansers  in  addition  to  performing  more
research on snails and the swimmers itch parasite cycle.  

www.mibirdfest.com/ 

4

Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine

Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine published in
February, May, August, & November and devoted to the
management  and  wise  use  of  Michigan’s  lakes  and
streams. The cost of an individual subscription is $14.00.
To  subscribe,  mail  your  contact  information  (mailing
address & phone) along with a check for $14  to The
Riparian | 300 N. State St. Suite A | Stanton, MI 48888
Or complete & mail the downloadable form from their
website: http://www.mi-riparian.org/  .
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So Where Does the SI
Lotion Effort Stand?

Wayne Swallow will continue his
efforts on developing and testing
SI  Lotion  this  summer.   Recall
from last fall’s newsletter that he
was  crazy  enough  to  test  SI

Lotion  at  “Fudgie  Beach”,  along  M22  south  of
Leland.   This one late August trial was a success: 20
minutes of wading in knee-deep water resulted in 125
spots on one leg and only 10 on the SI Lotion treated
leg (shown).  Wayne hopes to repeat his field trials
this  year  to  confirm  (or  refute)  this  one  trial’s
success.   His  protocol  will  be  quite  a  bit  more
prescriptive  this  year  so  that  useful  data  can  be
gleaned  from  the  volunteers.  Volunteers  must  be
susceptible to swimmers itch and must sign a liability
waiver. Please let Wayne know if you are interested
by e-mail at sisolutionsllc228@gmail.com.    

Wayne hopes to have an article to Riparian magazine
that summarizes his efforts to develop SI Lotion, and
to  seek  swimmers  itch  data  to  develop  a  business
plan.  One of the primary purposes of the article is to
seek  data  for  a  crowd  funding  campaign  to  raise
money for the first production run of SI Lotion.  If
you would like to pre-order a quantity of SI Lotion to
fund a first  production run complete the survey at:
http://swimmersitch.questionpro.com.  Note that this
is not a commitment to buy the lotion; the total value
of  the  positive  responses  will  simply  be  used  for
business plan preparation.  

The actual campaign will summarize the 2015 field
trial results, and set more accurate costs.  Presently
the  manufacturer  has  not  supplied  production  cost
information.  Wayne will also make a presentation on
his  SI  Lotion  project  at  the  Michigan  Lakes  &
Streams Associations (ML&SA) spring conference at
Boyne Mountain Lodge on Friday,  May 1st.     

More on Water Quality Sampling
Another need is for individuals who have an interest
in aquatic plants. We have enrolled in the exotic plant
watch  module  of  the  CLMP.  This  exercise  would
involve examining the aquatic plants at boat  ramps
on North Lake and South Lake. Two individuals and
a boat would be needed for each lake. They would
need about a two hour training session which will be
provided. Email Wayne at his address above if you
would  like  to  volunteer.  This  is  a  very  important
monitoring effort, since early detection and control is
the best way to eradicate invasive aquatic plants.

Water Quality Sampling
We  mentioned  in  last  fall’s  newsletter  that  the  Leelanau  Conservancy,
Western Michigan University (WMU) and LLLA applied for  a  two year
water  quality monitoring grant.   The grant  will  be awarded sometime in
April.  If we are successful the Conservancy and LLLA will be looking for
volunteers.   This  would  include  volunteers  for  monitoring  streams  and
pontoon boats for transporting WMU students to sample Lake Leelanau. 

Note that the students will be sampling bottom sediments, so there may be a
little “messiness”.   A procedure will be developed to keep the boats clean.
To sign up please send an e-mail to wayneswallow@charter.net.   We need
boats for both North Lake and South Lake.  This would be a great chance to
get to know more about “your” lake and watershed!   

We have again signed up as a volunteer lake with the Michigan Cooperative
Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP).  This year, the life of our lake sampling
volunteers will be getting easier.  After several years of coordinating use of
one meter between North and South Lake Leelanau, we have purchased a
second meter.   We will again collect a sample of phosphorus as soon as the
ice goes out of North and South Lake.   It would very helpful if someone has
a boat we could use for this one-time event in the area.  Respond by sending
an email to Wayne Swallow at the email above.   

Water Quality Report
Hugh Farber, Committee Chair

Although it is hard to judge, based on the lovely white snow
and clear ice on the lake – the water quality is good!

We  continue  to  liaise  with  the  Leelanau  Clean  Water  effort
(leelanau.cc/lcw.asp) as a source of water quality information  and solutions
around the county,  in various lakes,  streams, etc.  Check the web site for
updates, minutes, meeting notices, etc.

Our  aquatic  biologist,  Wayne  Swallow,  also helps  to orient  and  oversee
efforts to assess and improve water quality. Please see Wayne's report where
he also discusses an exciting program to reduce the impact of swimmer's
itch.

Lake  Leelanau  generally  remains  in  excellent  condition,  with  most
concerns localized: e.g., reports of increased algae/chlodophora (indicative
of nutrient release, eg septic tanks or fertilizer) in some locations; of foam
on the lake, which is evidence of bluegreen algae blooms; of swimmer's
itch; of personal watercraft use near shore; etc. 

We continue to  partner  with the  Leelanau  Conservancy to  sample  water
quality parameters in the lake with our volunteers doing part of the hands on
work. We have two regular folks on each lake, and a backup for each lake.
We are purchasing  a new dissolved oxygen/temperature monitor so each
lake  has  it's  own,  reducing  unproductive  time  spent  acquiring  what  is
needed.

This summer we hope to conduct several surveys of the shoreline condition
– both land and water which may help identify potential  problems at  an
early  stage  and  suggest  ways  to  better  as  appropriate.  Lack  of  good
shoreline vegetation, and nutrient release seem to be the biggest concerns.

Please feel free to contact us if you have a concern with a water quality
issue near your property.
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Ask the Tree Doctor
An interview with Dan Schillinger of

Schillinger Forestry LLC 
(left)

http://www.michiganforester.net/
by Larry Hauser

LH:  Hi, Dan.  Thanks for agreeing to do this
interview.  

DS: Hi, Larry.  No problem.  Glad to oblige.

LH: What's with the Ash? Are they kaput hereabouts?

DS: Most Ash have experienced at least some level of attack from
Emerald Ash Borer. Many untreated ash trees are in heavy decline
and/or dead. Most landowners are rightly cutting most of them out of
their woodlots to salvage their value. People who have ash trees near
their structures (houses, cars, play-towers, etc) should be proactively
removing dead or dying ash trees as soon as possible.

But, they are not necessarily kaput. Those property owners that have
invested in injecting their  prized landscape trees  will  get  to  enjoy
them for decades to come.  Further  those treated trees will  still  be
producing  seeds  for  ash  propagation.  Secondly,  there  is  good
preliminary research from the USDA showing that there are several
insects which are predators of Emerald Ash Borer, which have the
possibility  of  keeping  this  insect's  population  growth  in  control.
While this study is still in progress it is possible that EAB will be
controlled  by  these  predator  insects  and  ash  trees  will  not  be
completely wiped out.

LH: If my ash are dead or dying, what should I put in their place? 

DS: That varies widely with the site. In woodlots, other species like
sugar  maples,  basswood,  birch  or  red  oak  may replace  them with
natural regeneration, provided deer browse is not too heavy. In urban
areas,  always  match  species  to  site.  When  keeping  this  in  mind
species to consider include sugar maple, red maple, red oak, white
oak,  basswood,  &  white  birch;  and  those  with  temperate  micro
climates by the water could consider tulip tree, hickories, walnut, and
butternut.

LH: I hear talk about oak wilt: is this coming?

DS: Yes, but more accurately it  has already been here. It's been in
Grand Traverse County for many decades. Leelanau County does not
have a large red oak component,  so its  presence is rarely noticed.
Most of  the red oaks in  Leelanau County can be found along the
water. Once one moves inland they drop out of the forest canopy mix.

LH: Is it going to take our oaks? 

DS: No. The reason is oak wilt is simple to avoid. While oak wilt is
expensive to control once it starts in a red oak stand, oak wilt can
only  start  on  an  active  wound  on  a  red  oak  during  the  growing
season. So if every owner knows not to prune or injure their oaks
during the growing season it is extremely rare that it will arrive. In
the hundreds of oak wilt cases I've seen only one was caused wholly
naturally – by a lightning strike – the rest were started by poor injury
timing from humans. All reputable tree trimming companies know
not to prune red oaks during the growing season. 

LH: Are there other trees in the cross-hairs?

DS: The press likes to get excited about potential new tree
pests like Asian Long-horned Beetle since it attacks many
hardwood species, including maples. While we need to be
diligent about keeping on eye out for it, this pest will not be
the next Emerald Ash Borer. The reason is it is much easier
to detect earlier in the infestation cycle since the adults exit
holes are the size of a dime and are not necessarily focused
in the upper crown of the tree. Even an untrained eye can
see  right  away something is  wrong.  Where  EAB was  so
hard  to  detect  early on  because  the  insect  started  in  the
upper canopy first and the adults' exit holes are only 1/8-
3/16" wide. This made the insect very difficult to identify
from the ground until it had actually harmed enough of the
foliage  growth  of  the  ash  trees  to  make  a  trained  eye
wonder what was happening.

I  would  encourage  readers  to  stay  up  on  insect  pests  in
general  and  resources  like  the  Conservation  District
Forester are great place to find the latest info. If we are all
keeping an eye out it is possible to stop a pest like Asian
Long-Horned Beetle before it becomes a problem. I'm told
they have eradicated the insect  from the area it  was first
found and have yet to see it since, but have not personally
verified this statement.

LH: Are native varieties best? Why?

DS: Yes.  Native trees  have evolved for  our climates  and
local pests. Further, insects and wildlife almost exclusively
use  native  trees  for  food,  and  to  a  lesser  degree  shelter.
While non-native but confirmed non-invasive plants can be
picked to look nice in a landscape setting, many of these
plants are not used by wildlife for food or shelter. Second.
as these non-native, non-invasive plants get acclimated to
our areas they start to have problems. For instance Colorado
blue spruce was once widely planted without concern about
insect  pests  or  diseases.  Now  this  species  has  more
problems with insects and diseases than any other species of
spruce and is in the "dirty dozen" list of trees not to plant in
your  yard.  NEVER  plant  any  non-native  plant  which  is
listed as invasive.

LH:  Which  do  you  recommend  for  my  near-shoreline
areas? 

DS:  White/Yellow  Birch  (do  NOT  plant  white-spire  or
European white birch),  Eastern Hemlock, Northern White
Cedar,  red/sugar  maple,  red  osier  dogwood,  high-bush
cranberry, nannyberry, tag alder, etc.

LH: And what for my more upland areas?

DS: Sugar  maple,  red/white  oak,  walnut  (not  by delicate
flowers), white spruce, cedar (if you can protect them from
deer browse), hemlock, etc.
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The American Chestnut
Abbie & Ogi Panettiere 

this article first appeared in The Turnip, the online newsletter
of the Prince William County Master Gardeners

Not too long ago there were almost 4 billion mighty American
Chestnut trees in North America. They reached heights of 100 feet
and more, spreading to more than 50 feet in width. But when the
Asian  bark  fungus  was  accidentally introduced  to this  country,
within 40 years almost all of the mature trees died. The fungus
was  first  discovered  in  1904 in  what  was  then  the  New York
Zoological Park (now the Bronx Zoo)  by Hermann Merkel, the
chief forester. It was thought to have been introduced earlier on
when a Chinese Chestnut was brought into this country.

When I was quite young, and our family spent summers on the
Leelanau  Peninsula  of  Northern  Michigan,  there  was  a  large
American Chestnut tree in a field somewhat down the road from
us.  Since it was not near any other members of its species, it was
able to grow to its full height and had not yet been infected by the
blight.  It was a majestic specimen and when it was in bloom in
July it would stop me in my tracks just to look at it. My mother,
Bobbie Abbott, aware of the blight, collected the nuts from it and
propagated them in an effort to provide more trees to offset the
almost complete destruction of the American Chestnut which was
in progress.

American  Chestnut  trees  had  been  valued  for  their  straight-
grained wood, which was strong and easy to saw and split.  The
trees  grew  faster  than  oak,  which  also  made  the  wood  very
valuable commercially.  They were an imposing sight, with their
great heighth and breadth.  The wood was decay-resistant since it
was rich in tannins (the tannins were also used to tan leather), and
American  Chestnut  wood  was  used  for  the  manufacture  of
furniture, split-rail fences, shingles, home construction, flooring,
piers, plywood, paper pulp and telephone poles.  It is still valuable
enough today that Chestnut wood is salvaged from old barns to be
used in making furniture and for other purposes.

Chestnuts in the “old world” had developed along with the Asian
bark fungus  and  managed to become resistant  to  it,  unlike the
American Chestnuts.  When the fungus arrived and found its way
to the American Chestnuts,  its  spores entered the trees  through
cracks or wounds in the bark.  Once the spores were under the
bark  they  rapidly  multiplied  and  made  sunken  cankers  which
quickly enlarged, girdling the stem.  This killed everything above
the canker, generally in one growing season.

American  Chestnut  stands  were  wiped  out  throughout  their
natural range, from Maine and southern Ontario to Mississippi,
and  from the Atlantic  coast  to  the Appalachian  range and into
Ohio.  The fungus spread about 50 miles per year. In 50 years, by
1940, the fungus had destroyed some three and a half billion trees.
What made it worse was that when it  seemed obvious that  the
fungus was unstoppable and would wipe out the entire enormous
spread  of  the  Chestnut,  many of  the  remaining  trees  were  cut
down to obtain the wood, before the trees were entirely wiped out.
This was unfortunate because some of these Chestnuts might have
had  a  natural  immunity  to  the  blight  and  could  have  been
propagated and cross-bred to provide a blight-resistant tree.

Fortunately, while the blight virtually wiped the tree out in the
eastern United States, there were pockets of trees that survived.
The  blight  itself  was  attacked  by  hypovirulence,  a  virus
disease. Where this happened, the blight's progress was slowed
down.  The tree thus affected would form swollen cankers of a
sort produced by resistant trees.  

The virus was not a sure cure by any means: blight spread very
rapidly while the hypovirulence which attacked it spread very
slowly; and there were strains of the blight that were resistant
to the virus.  But in areas where the blight became less virulent
or did not exist, stands of trees managed to survive.  Northern
Lower  Michigan,  particularly  in  our  case,  the  Leelanau
Peninsula, had Chestnut trees that survived.  

My mother joined one of the cooperative groups that formed to
try  to  save  the  American  Chestnuts  by  crossing  them  with
resistant  strains  of  the Chinese Chestnut.   In  later  years  she
grew the resistant Chinese Chestnuts and crosses of them.  

Sad to say, the magnificient tree that I enjoyed all those years
finally  died  in  the  1980's.   Concerning  her  seedlings,  my
mother had written that she had given them to interested people
in the area, but I failed to ask her at the time who they would
be, and my recent attempts have not succeeded. My hope is the
next time we're in the area, I'll spot one of them standing tall
and proud.  Since there are many groups who are working to
save the American Chestnut or cross breed them with resistant
varieties, I wouldn't be sure that it was one of her “children”,
but it could be. 

Wikipedia  mentions  several  groups  devoted  to  restoring  the
American  Chestnut.   The  American  Chestnut  Cooperators
Foundation “breeds surviving all-American Chestnuts,  which
have shown some native resistance to blight.” The Canadian
Chestnut  Council  is  “attempting  to  reintroduce  the  trees  in
Canada,  primarily  in  Ontario.”  The  American  Chestnut
Foundation  “is  backcrossing  blight-resistant  American
Chestnut × Chinese Chestnut hybrids to American parents, to
recover  the  American  growth  characteristics  and  genetic
makeup,  and  then  finally  intercrossing  the  advanced
generations in order to breed consistently for blight resistance.
The goal is eventually to reintroduce the species to the eastern
forests of North America.”
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