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The summer on the lake started
8.
9.
with low lake levels. For the first time ever, no
10.
water flowed over the dam at Leland. This started
11.
John Popa to do research on how other lakes
12.
control their lake levels, which led him to make a
presentation to the LLLA Board on the system On July 27, nearly 100 Lake Leelanau Lake
used by Glen Lake. Keep tuned for updates as we Association members attended the Annual Meeting at
the Leland Lodge. The meeting was organized and
explore this system.
promoted by V.P. Nick Fleezanis and Membership
Next the Lake Leelanau Lake Association Chair Barb Kobberstad.
sponsored the 11th Annual Kids Fishing Day in In August, the Association sponsored two events: the
June. It was Pete Taylor’s vision 11 years ago
first Annual Lake Leelanau Street Fair, and the 9 th
which created this event.
Annual Legacy Event. Cindy Kacin, Secretary, and
Throughout the summer, Hugh Farber, Water Pete Taylor, Fish Committee Chair, served on the
Quality Chair, Wayne Swallow, Biologist and organizing committee for the Street Fair. After months
intern John Lutchko, along with volunteers have of planning by Mary Taylor and her committee, the 9th
monitored water quality and received reports of Annual Legacy Event was held at the Leland Old Art
swimmers itch cases. There have been 31 Building on August 29th. Mary has announced she is
Swimmer Itch reports to the web site.
ready to turn over leadership of this event.
Long time Board members, Dave Hunter, Larry And finally Nick Fleezanis, Wayne Swallow, Wayne
Hauser, Ray Malcoun and Tony Borden have Wunderlich and I have attended several meetings of
moved on to other interests. Dave was able to the Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership, an
recruit Dan Sweeney to be the Treasurer; Larry organization in its infancy whose goal is to create a
Hauser found Mark Smith to take over his duties as unified effort to control Swimmers
Communication Chair; Bonnie Gotschall has Itch in Northern Michigan Lakes.
agreed to be the new Water Safety Chair, replacing
Ray Malcoun, and we are in the process of finding So that’s where summer went!
a new Leland Township Representative to replace
Tony Borden.
George Prewitt
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Mission Statement
To make this body of water, Lake Leelanau, a better place
to live. To establish on-going programs to promote and
protect the best interest and uses of riparian owners,
boaters, fishers, bathers, and all other parties who have
access to this body of water. In doing so, the Association
will review and respond to all issues relating to the
protection and preservation of the Lake Leelanau
environment, the surrounding land and the water, including
issues regarding safety, and recreational enjoyment of the
lake. In addition the Association will address issues related
to governmental regulation and taxation, and will review
all property development proposals to determine what
impact the projects could have on the riparian owners and
users of Lake Leelanau.

Treasurer Dan Sweeney
Dan was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio.
After graduating with a business degree from
Xavier University in 1969, he spent three years
in the military, mostly in Germany. After the
Military he returned to Cincinnati and worked
in public accounting for 13 years. In 1985 he left public
accounting and took a position in upper management with a
regional beverage company in Ohio. Dan retired in 2007 and
made Leland his permanent home, having spent summers here all
of his life. Dan and his wife, Nancy, have three sons, one of
whom has also settled in Leelanau County, following in his
father’s footsteps.

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Introducing
Communications Chair Mark Smith
I may be one of the few residents of this
county who moved south to be “Up North”: I
was born in the U.P., grew up in Petoskey,
and still have fond memories and family ties
there. I have always been a world traveller. I
graduated from U of M and also Edinburgh
University in Scotland. I have lived in Germany and also in
Scotland for 12 years, where I taught English. My wife Marjory is
Scottish, and our three grown up kids were all born in Scotland. I
spent my last 25 years of teaching at Leland Public School, where
I taught English Literature and German, and I am still an adjunct
instructor at Northwestern Michigan College. Our home is on N.
Lake Leelanau, just north of the new Clay Cliffs area. My area of
expertise is web design, and as I slowly learn the ropes here, I
hope to get to know more of you. If I had one wish it would be for
everyone to visit our website, lakeleelanau.org, where you will
find an opportunity to subscribe so as never to miss a posting.
Also we are now on Facebook, for those of you who prefer to keep
in touch that way. Like us!
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Membership Report

Mystery Photo

Barbara Kobberstad

Wayne Swallow

Do you know what this is?

Wow! What an amazing summer!
After our cool summer last year, I
hope you all took full advantage of
the beautiful weather this year on our fabulous
lake. And speaking of amazing, our autumn
looks like it is moving in the same direction!

Then go to lakeleenau.org and identify it!

Your Lake Association has been busy! We have
some great things going on:
• an updated website at LakeLeelanau.org
• our brand new Facebook page Lake Leelanau
Lake Association Community
• a reorganized data base
• a redesigned membership envelope
All these are made possible by Larry Hauser
(past Communications Chair), Mark Smith (new
Communications Chair) and Jason Safronoff (our
computer expert intern). Great work, guys!
With this in mind, we are hoping to have greater
communication with our members. You can help
by providing the following when you send in
your membership renewals. Please provide:
• your permanent as well as your summer
mailing address, if applicable, especially if this
has changed,
• your phone number,
• your email address (very important – we will
NEVER share your email – it is confidential),
• any volunteer interests.
Remember, a reminder will be mailed to you a
couple of weeks prior to the expiration date of
your specific membership. You may mail your
membership in using the envelope provided or
update your membership using PayPal.
In closing, let me urge you to ask your neighbors
if they are members of the Lake Leelanau Lake
Association. If not, encourage them to join. It
would be great if everyone who lives on and
enjoys Lake Leelanau became members of this
organization, because our sole purpose is to
preserve and protect our lake and its watershed!

www.lakeleelanau.org

Lake Leelanau Lake Association is starting a new education initiative.
The above pictures are posted on our website. Individuals who can
identify the plant pictured are invited to post what they think it is
before November 15th. (Note: “Green Slime” is not correct) If only
one person identifies what is in the photo, he/she will be given a gift
certificate to a local business. If we get multiple correct answers,
names will be put in a bowl and a board member will draw out a
winner at the monthly board meeting. The winner and answer will be
provided on our website near the end of the month, with a short
narrative as to why the subject is important to LLLA members.
Certificates will be mailed to the winners. If this initial trial is
received well, we will periodically place a new photograph on our
webpage to continue the contest.
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A Good Time at the
Annual Meeting
Cindy Kacin

Please consider being a volunteer in this great association.
There are many opportunities to serve, from distributing
flyers to local businesses, to helping out at events, to being a
board member. It is a great experience that allows you to
work with wonderful people, all for the enhancement and
enjoyment of beautiful Lake Leelanau!

The annual meeting is held each year in July. All
members are encouraged to attend. This year the annual mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
meeting was held at the Leland Lodge on July 22nd.
The event was very well attended, making it one of the
best annual meetings we have had. President George
Prewitt gave an overview of the association’s work and
current issues we are working on. Wayne Swallow gave
a short presentation about swimmer’s itch which was
very informative.
Swimmer’s itch is a very complicated issue and not
easily solved. Hopefully those who attended went away
with a better understanding of the many factors that
contribute to this nuisance. Because of our ongoing
studies and reviews of research, we encourage all
riparians to report any incident of swimmer’s itch.
Reporting can be done through our website or an email
or phone call to a board member (email addresses and
phone numbers can be found on the website and in this
newsletter).

Nick Fleezanis mans the booth at the Lake Leelanau Street Fair.

Those who attended the annual meeting were asked to
fill out a short survey. We always appreciate feedback
from our membership. In analyzing the responses, it
was evident that what we are doing as an association is
exactly what you, the membership, expects and wants us
to do! That was a very affirming and reassuring result.
Your feedback also told us that you are concerned about
various issues and have a desire to know about what is
being done and what can be done about those problems. Kathy Turner, Larry Hauser, Jason Safronoff & Barb Kobberstad attend
the annual general meeting.
The results of the survey showed that lake owners are
mostly concerned about swimmer’s itch, water quality,
fishing, and preserving the beauty and wonder of our
Subscribe to Michigan Riparian Magazine
lake. I encourage you to read our communications and
keep in touch with our website, which is a great
educational tool for the issues that you are concerned Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine published in
February, May, August, & November and devoted to the
about. Our goal is to continue to keep you informed.
management and wise use of Michigan’s lakes and
Speaking of our website! Have you seen it lately? Take
streams. The cost of an individual subscription is $14.00.
a moment now and have a look at it. As a riparian, I am
To subscribe, mail your contact information (mailing
sure you will find information that is of interest to you.
address & phone) along with a check for $14 to The
Also, you will find articles, comments, shared links from
Riparian | 300 N. State St. Suite A | Stanton, MI 48888 Or
people just like you – those who love our beautiful Lake
complete & mail the downloadable form from
Leelanau. Visit us at lakeleelanau.org and subscribe to
www.mi-riparian.org/.
email alerts of new postings.
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Michigan Swimmers Itch
Partnership

(a very labor-intensive process) would cost in excess of
$240,000.

Nick Fleezanis

Finally, the Lake Leelanau Lake Association will be one of
four lake associations that will form a sub committee that
will develop the basic core thrust for MSIP and what to do
with any funds that are appropriated from the state
legislature. This is exciting news, as our LLLA could be at
the vanguard of solving this problem. Stay tuned …

The Traverse City District Library was
the scene of an August 25th meeting
of t h e M i c h i g a n S w i m m e r s I t c h
Partnership (MSIP), attended by LLLA
President George Prewitt and LLLA Vice-President Nick
Fleeaanis. Jim Vondale, from the Higgins Lake Property
Owners Association, presided over the meeting, while the
LLLA sponsored the meeting. The MSIP represents 13
lakes in northern lower Michigan.

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Several lake associations gave presentations discussing
what they have done to attempt to eliminate the swimmer’s
itch (SI) problem on their lakes. Rob Karner, lake biologist
from Glen Lake, discussed the three techniques they have
used to reduce and attempt to eliminate the Merganzer
Duck population on their lake. Those methods were (1)
trapping and relocation, (2) harassment, and (3) hunting
and killing.

The Water Quality Committee
Hugh Farber

Septic tank releases
Historically excessive septic tank effluents
have been of concern due to undesirable
shoreline weed growth, as well as potential toxicity
from coliform and other bacteria's impact on those who
venture into the water "near" the release. These are still two
good reasons to review water conditions from your system,
have it inspected, and take corrective action if a true threat
exists.

Crystal Lake’s representative presented and
discussed similar techniques, including raking the lake
bottom to dislodge and remove snails. The delegation from
Lake Margrethe also presented but did not seem to have as
large a problem with swimmer’s itch as some of the other A more recently recognized issue with septic tank releases
lakes.
is the generation of excessive algae, causing health issues
A presentation was made John Lindley of Public Affairs related to contaminants within that media. As you probably
Associates (PAA), a lobbying firm that has been hired by have heard, some extensive water sources (e.g., lake Erie
Higgins Lake to promote awareness of the problem of near Toledo) have been made undrinkable, and human and
swimmer’s itch to the state legislature. Mr. Lindley’s animal contact "banned". The Toledo issue is a large
presentation was focused on how the MSIP members must example of what can potentially occur on smaller bodies of
speak with one voice, and have a focus on a specific water on a more localized basis. Much of Lake Leelanau
desired outcome in order to be in line for any state dollars waterfront property is serviced by septic tanks, some of
that might be allocated to this problem.
which are very old, not constructed up to today's standards,
Madelyn Messner, a Masters degree student from Oakland and some no doubt releasing poorly treated effluent. I am
not suggesting we have a major issue with algae toxicity,
University, made a presentation on her research dealing
but the potential exists for localized concerns and warrants
with swimmer’s itch on eight lakes in our region, Lake your attention.
Leelanau being one of them. Her research and data deals
This is an ongoing issue for all riparians. If you would like
with the concentration of cercariae in the lakes studied. She
to be sure about your own septic system’s safety, contact
also emphasized that this swimmer’s itch problem should the Benzie/Leelanau Health Department at (231) 256-0200
be viewed as a watershed and water quality issue.
for further advice.
The last group to present was SICon LLC (swimmer’s itch
control), represented by Dr. Curtis Blankespoor and Ron
Reimink (pictured above). SICON was hired by Higgins
Lake to resolve their swimmers itch problem, by trapping
and relocating 97 Common Merganzers, as well as snail
removal and monitoring infection rates. It is estimated that
the cost of dealing with the SI problem on Higgins Lake
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Wayne's
2016 Swimmers Itch Initiative North Lake Riparians - We
Need Your Help
from the desk of water quality consultant, Wayne
Swallow

World
Swimmers Itch Repellent (SI Lotion) Progress
I felt a little like Robert Burns, the 18 th century Scottish poet, this
summer. Burns wrote, “The best laid plans of mice and men oft go
awry.....” after he accidently unearthed a mouse nest with his plow. My
literature search and a 2014 field trial led me to believe I was close to a
breakthrough on an effective swimmers itch repellent at the end of last
year. Unfortunately, that has not turned out to be the case. I
reformulated the 2014 product to add a sunscreen, which many
volunteers suggested. I conducted a trial before releasing the new
product to volunteers. The new formula had minimal repellent effect on
cercariae; so I modified my plans for 2015.

Next year (spring 2016) we are looking for volunteer
“spotters” on North Lake Leelanau to report sightings
of the common merganser. Ideally, we could get
volunteers that would allow us to cover most of the
shoreline of the lake. We will train you to properly
identify the birds. If you are interested, please email
Wayne Swallow (leelanaubound@gmail.com) to get I returned to researching the scientific literature for chemical ingredients
your name on the list.
that have been demonstrated to repel or kill cercariae in laboratory
You may have read in a companion article that the studies. I found a German study in Parasitology Research that showed
Lake Leelanau Lake Association (LLLA) is a positive results with two chemicals. The study is
member of the Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership rather technical. However, if anyone is interested in
reading the paper, send an email request to
(MSIP). One significant achievement of this
leelanaubound@gmail.com. One substance in the
organization is that federal and state regulatory
study that was effective is nicolsamide, a chemical
agencies seem amenable to providing permits for the
that is used to kill or treat tapeworms. Nicolsamide
removal (trapping and/or killing) of the common
is classed as a drug (by the FDA) to be taken orally
merganser, which to date has been identified as the (by humans) for tapeworm infections. One needs a
primary waterfowl responsible for swimmers itch. doctor’s prescription to get the medication.
The LLLA is developing a plan for 2016 to Nicolsamide is also regulated as a pesticide by EPA as an ingredient in
collaborate with MSIP partners to the extent that is lampricide to treat sea lampreys. Since nicolsamide is regulated by both
financially and logistically possible. One aspect of FDA and EPA the regulatory burdens (and costs) are too great to pursue
the program is to reduce the number of mergansers on that chemical.
the north lake. Note in a companion article that 34
The second substance is a commercial product called Safe Sea. Its label
(94%) of the 36 reported swimmers itch cases came
claims to be a “Sunscreen & Jellyfish Sting Protective Spray”. I bought
from the north lake. If we are able to get permits
a 4 ounce bottle in late August online. It cost me about $16 for product
from federal and state agencies, we will need help of plus shipping. Notwithstanding the results of the above study, the
the north lake residents to conduct an effective ingredient list on Safe Sea does not contain any ingredient that would
reduction program. That is why we need “spotters” appear to be a deterrent to cercariae. A veterinarian friend at Crystal
who will watch for mergansers, and notify us of their Lake has tried the product with mixed results. I made three attempts this
location. Ideally, the spotters will also find their summer to test the product, but all were negative. I did not get
nesting tree. A contractor will be hired to remove the swimmers itch on the leg with Safe Sea or on the leg without Safe Sea.
adult birds and the eggs, providing we are able to NOTE: neither I nor LLLA are recommending Safe Sea as an effective
obtain the necessary permits. This reduction program repellent. However, since swimmers itch was the major issue for
will need to extend over three years to achieve members at the annual meeting, I thought members might like to know
about its availability. I will test it next year to see if a recommendation
measurable control of swimmers itch.
is appropriate. If you decide to use the product, please post how the
As a start we will be providing a few duck hunters
product worked on our blog http://www.lakeleelanau.org.
with shotgun shells this coming duck season to shoot
common mergansers. Our hope is to take a few of the The aesthetics of Safe Sea are more pleasing than current product being
sold, with its strong eucalyptus smell. It is a watery, milky colored
“resident” birds at the beginning of the season.
liquid, with a faint medicinal smell. However, once emerging from the
www.lakeleelanau.org
water, it leaves a white oily layer on the skin where it was applied.
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2015 Swimmers Itch Reports
Thanks to all who reported their swimmers itch cases on
the LLLA website. The report link has now been disabled.
You can view the incident reports and locations for North
and South Lake Leelanau under the water quality tab on our
webpage: http://www.lakeleelanau.org. Reports from 2012
through 2015 can be seen. A total of 64 started the report
and 36 completed all of the questions for this year. The
average time to complete the survey was 4.2 minutes. The
following chart presents the breakdown of this and prior
years reports:

This four-year trend shows the north lake to be the most
impacted area for swimmers itch. While the reporting of
incidents can be skewed by the dedication or busyness of
respondents, the most recent snail infection rate indicates
that the north lake has a greater problem than south lake.
Respondents reported five severe cases this year or 15% of
the cases in North Lake, compared to 26 or 76% moderate
cases and three or 9% mild cases.

Wind direction is the most reliable predictor for getting (or
avoiding) swimmers itch. Fifty eight percent (58%) of the
cases reported the wind was blowing towards the shore
when they got swimmers itch, followed by 27% in calm or
no wind, 9% parallel to shore and 6% away from shore. So
the moral of this story is to swim on the leeward side of the
lake or don’t swim when the wind is blowing onto shore.
Finally the onset of swimmers itch symptoms continues to
remain disparate. Many, me included, believed that
swimmers itch will appear from 12-24 hours after exposure
to the water. Last year, I started getting reports that itching
started when folks were still in the water. I included this
parameter in the reporting last year and found that 35%
reported delayed symptoms (12-14 hours later) compared to
65% who reported immediate onset of symptoms. This
year we had 44% with delayed symptoms and 56%
immediate symptoms. Data were somewhat different than
last year, but clearly there is a difference. The question that
follows is what is causing this difference; different birds,
same birds but different cercariae types, or what? One
knowledgeable source told me he believes it may relate to
the sensitivity to allergic reactions of the victim. Folks
with prior swimmers itch cases or who are more susceptible
to allergies would tend to have a more severe and quicker
reaction. I hope to get a better understanding of this
difference in 2016, and will be emailing those who reported
“quick symptom onset” to learn of their history with
swimmers itch and/or sensitivity to allergies.

7

9th Annual Legacy Celebration
An Enchanted Evening
Thanks to These Wineries for the Generosity
Larry Hauser

Boskydel | Leelanau Cellars | Raftshol | Boathouse |
The 2015 Legacy Celebration at the Old Art Building in
Mawby | Aurora
Leland was a resounding success. It featured music by Barb
Kobberstad, our Membership Chair, and lite bites prepared by
Thanks to the Communications Committee for
the members of the Communication Committee and the LLLA
making it Happen
Board of Directors (including Pete Taylor’s famous Salmon Anne Hesse, Barb Krause, Barb Wilson, Cathy Sehnert, Judy
Mousse). Wine was provided thanks to the generosity of Prewitt, Larry Hauser, MaryBeth Rollings, Mary Taylor (Events
several local wineries. According to Event Chair Mary Taylor, Chair), Barb Kobberstad, Nancy Sweeney, Penny Malcoun,
Nick Fleezanis, Sera Thompson, Susan Green, Mark Smith
there were about 90 in attendance.

Retired Leelanau Conservancy Director Brian Price and
helpmate Susan were honored for their good work with the
Leelanau Conservancy, often in close cooperation with the
Lake Association, lo these many years. Brian & Susan were
presented with a fine art giclée print of Gene Rantz’s famous
painting of the Lake Leelanau Narrows.

Many more pics at lakeleelanau.org
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11th Annual Kid's Fishing Day
2015 Kids Fishing Day the “BEST EVER”!
Pete Taylor

The morning of June 28, 2015 dawned
bright and sunny. It foretold what would
turn out to make our eleventh annual Kids
Fishing Day the “best ever”. Attended by
a record 600 - 700 kids, parents, and
grandparents it was a great day of fishing
and fun. The Veronica Valley kids fishing
pond was stocked with over 3500 large,
hungry bluegills just waiting for the kids to
test their fishing skill in catching them. And catch them they
did, with many kids taking home limit catches for dinner. In
addition to great fishing the kids enjoyed the free hot dogs,
pop, and chips. They experienced a great nature display put
on by committee member Jim Kacin, which featured live local
snakes, turtles, frogs, fish, and other pond and lake critters.
The very popular “fish painting” was busy all day long and
we wish to thank the folks who volunteered for this activity
and made it a success. Also in attendance was Rebecca
Lessard with her amazing Wings of Wonder Raptor Show to
entertain and educate the audience. All in all it was a magical
day for the kids and their families.
Special thanks goes to committee member Brian Booth, who
devised a new and much improved method for removing
weeds from the pond before the event.
None of this could have happened without the great support of
our volunteers, our committee members, and the following
sponsors who provided the financial support to make Kids
Fishing Day totally free for everyone:
Lake Leelanau Lake Association
Michigan DNR
Leelanau Conservation District
Cedar Rod and Gun Club
Leelanau Enterprise
Leelanau Conservation District
Cherryland Electric CO-OP

The Fish Hook

Grand Traverse Band

PATH Foundation

Camelot Construction

Honor Collision Service

Grand Traverse Children’s Museum

The Narrows – Lake Leelanau

Lake Leelanau Community Association

Tru-Turn Hooks

Monstrey McDonald Events

Leelanau County Parks and Recreation Commission
Hansens Food
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Watershed Technician Report
John Lutchko

Where has the summer gone? It seems like just
yesterday I was opening up the cottage, putting
in the dock, and planting the flowers. And
while I am sad to see it go, I must say it was
one of the most exciting and satisfying
summers of my life. As I conclude my first
summer as watershed technician for the LLLA, I find myself
reflecting on the challenges, triumphs, and everything in
between. Here are a few of the highlights.
The swimmer’s itch study in North and South Lake Leelanau,
conducted by Maddie Messner of Oakland University with the
help of myself and our volunteers, was a success. While we
will not know the results until she presents her findings
sometime in 2016, the gathering of the data was completed
with the help of our two volunteers and their graciousness in
allowing us the use of their shorelines as the study sites. A
special thanks to those volunteers, John Popa and David
Hunter, for their hard work during this study. This very
important project would not have been possible without their
dedication (the study required sampling every morning for 21
straight days!).
The Western Michigan University freshwater ecology class
had a blast on both of our lakes while conducting water
quality data collection during their field labs. We should
extend a very, very special thanks to Jeff Sanborn and Kay
Johnston for allowing us the use of their pontoon boat for both
field days. They did not hesitate in allowing us the use of their
boat for both South and North Lake Leelanau. The field days
would not have been possible without their generosity.
Another big thanks goes to my brother Dan who took a whole
day off work to captain the second pontoon boat all the way
into the North Lake for that field day.
I managed to complete a considerable amount of sampling for
zooplankton in both the south lake and the north lake and
identified the organisms and collected data regarding the
presence or absence of certain species. I feel that this is a very
important indicator of the health of the lake’s food web and it
is my hope that this sampling can continue every summer. I
also completed several samples of the benthos using a ponar
dredge which I also hope can be continued next year. I learned
very quickly that days in the field are not always perfect and at
times you must deal with wind, waves, rain, or scorching heat.
understanding the both the long-term and short-term health of
But no matter the conditions, I sure had fun!
Lake Leelanau, as well as the many other inland lakes in our
Another big takeaway of my summer was the perspective and region.
appreciation I gained for those who volunteer their time for
the CLMP effort. What our volunteers do for our lake is A couple of final thanks I must not forget. Many thanks to the
second to none. And to the rest of those wonderful people who LLLA Board for allowing me this opportunity. I very much
volunteer for their lakes, I salute you. The data that you enjoyed getting to know many of you. And an extra special
gather, such as dissolved oxygen readings, temperature, thanks to Wayne Swallow for believing in me and guiding me
secchi, chlorophyll, and phosphorus is crucial information for at every pass. I hope everyone has a wonderful offseason and I
hope to see you next summer!
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Mama excavating nest

Last one in buys lunch

Foster Parents on Lake Leelanau
Pete Taylor

Bob and Kathy Guzik live in a house they
built several years ago on the shore of the
Lake Leelanau Narrows. On June 23 of this
year an unexpected visitor arrived when a
female snapping turtle climbed up the bank
in front of their home, walked slowly (it was
a turtle) across the yard, around the house,
down the driveway, dug a hole in the yard,
and proceeded to lay her eggs in the hole.
She then covered the nest with dirt and
walked back (slowly) the way she came and disappeared into the
lake.
Birthday 8/23/2015. Here we come

Bob knew from experience that raccoons and skunks would likely
find the nest and dig up and eat the eggs, so he found a piece of
large mesh screen which he placed over the site, weighted down
the edges with rocks to hold it in place, and waited.
The waiting was over when on September 23 the eggs began to
hatch and the little quarter size turtles emerged from the nest and
began their (slow) march to the water. With a little help from
their foster Dad, all 51 of the baby turtles made it to the shore,
scrambled into the water and began their long life in their new
home in the narrows.
We want to thank Bob and Kathy for sharing their story of one of
the many wonders of nature that all of us who are privileged to
live on this beautiful lake have the opportunity to experience on a
regular basis.
Photos by Bob Guzik

Posing for birthday photo on plate
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Lake Leelanau Lake Association
P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123

www.lakeleelanau.org

Coming Events
12th Annual Kid's Fishing Day
Sunday, June 26 2016
Veronica Valley County Park

2015 Annual Meeting
When TBA {late July-early August}
Where TBA

10th Annual Legacy
Circle Celebration
When TBA {Late August or Early
September}
Where TBA

See you next year!
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