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Just because the lake has a hard surface doesn’t mean your Lake Leelanau Lake
Association Board isn't engaged. Even though I’ve been enjoying the warm weather of
Southern Florida “PIT” (President in Training), Vice President Nick Fleezanis has
taken charge. In my mind, he is now fully qualified to become your next president
when my term ends in July.
Your board listened to its members at July’s Annual Meeting. In January the board
voted to agree in principle to invest in a long term (at least three years) program to find
ways to control swimmer’s itch. This is a major financial obligation that will require
additional financial and volunteer commitments by Lake Leelanau Lake Residents.
The board also voted to purchase three remote lake level monitoring sensors which will
be used by the county’s Lake Leelanau Dam Authority to better anticipate the water
level of the lake at the dam. And, at the time of this writing, the Board has agreed to
contract with SiCON to address the swimmer’s itch problem (read on!).
This brings me to a concern that I have: not enough of the property owners of Lake
Leelanau lakeshore property (riparians) are active in solving the issues that threaten the
welfare of the lake and its watershed. The dedicated board members cannot do all that
needs to be done without your help. I urge each of you reading this newsletter to find
an interest/issue you will be willing to commit your time, talents and resources to. This
is how we make things happen.
The board members’ contact information is listed in this letter and on the
web site. The board needs your help, and (more importantly) so does the
lake! Please let us know how you can help!
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Board of Directors
OFFICERS
George Prewitt, President
231-499-4470 | geoprewittjr@charter.net
Nick Fleezanis, Vice President
313-418-8248 | drnick9744@yahoo.com
Dan Sweeney, Treasurer231-256-9182 |
dan.sweeney@hotmail.com
Cindy Kacin, Secretary
231-256-8873 | cakacin@charter.net
Rick Thompson, Past President
231-668-7984 | richard_thompson@charter.net
TOWNSHIP REPRESENTATIVES
John Popa, Bingham
231-947-1088 | jjpopa@charter.net
Gerry Laskey, Centerville
231-256-9130 | gerryL1@aol.com
Robert Bosch, Elmwood
231-421-1676 | rbosch10@yahoo.com
Wayne Wunderlich, Leland
231-256-9294 | Cedarhavencot@Hotmail.com
Gene Wishowski, Solon
231-941-2302 | LKLeelanau@aol.com
.COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Pete Taylor, Fish
231-590-3309 | taylorpete997@gmail.com
Mark Smith, Communication
231-256-7892 | mark@lakeleelanau.org
Bonnie Gotshall Water Safety
231-929-2177| gotshall2002@aol.com
Barb Kobberstad, Membership
231-256-8802 | musicmom4@juno.com
Hugh Farber, Water Quality
231-256-7187 | hughnbetty@gmail.com
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Contributors: Mark Smith (unless otherwise stated)

Mission Statement
To make this body of water, Lake Leelanau, a better place to
live. To establish on-going programs to promote and protect
the best interest and uses of riparian owners, boaters, fishers,
bathers, and all other parties who have access to this body of
water. In doing so, the Association will review and respond to
all issues relating to the protection and preservation of the
Lake Leelanau environment, the surrounding land and the
water, including issues regarding safety, and recreational
enjoyment of the lake. In addition the Association will address
issues related to governmental regulation and taxation, and will
review all property development proposals to determine what
impact the projects could have on the riparian owners and
users of Lake Leelanau.
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New Logo
by Mark Smith
Who doesn’t love stickers? We here at
LLLA have not been hibernating all
winter. On the contrary, we have been busy planning for spring
and summer, thinking of ways to get our message out to all
riparians and lovers of Lake Leelanau. And so it is with great
pleasure that we announce the newly redesigned LLLA logo,
thanks to Bethany Kucera of BatGirl Designs.
Our new logo has been made into a 3″ x 3″ sticker, suitable for
car windows or bumpers (it looks really great on a black
bumper). Each new member and each renewal will receive
their car sticker as a matter of routine now, as they sign up or
renew. This is a great way to advertise our existence and in
turn promote our good work. Soon you’ll start seeing the logo
on more and more cars around these parts. So, when your
sticker arrives, make sure to affix it with pride, and be prepared
to tell your neighbors where you got it!
Share your photos
As you can see from this issue of our newsletter, we love
photos of the lake: people having fun, wildlife, beauty, and of
course sunsets .. plenty of sunsets! We would love to share
your photos too! Send to mark@lakeleelanau.org Thanks!
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Membership Report
by Barbara Kobberstad

Mystery Photo Contest
by Wayne Swallow

Our lake depends on you to keep it
healthy and vibrant, so a big THANK YOU goes out
to you, our current members. Your financial support,
of course, is invaluable as we strive to effectively
maintain and improve the quality of the lake. The
2015 calendar year saw us with a total membership
of 305 families. With upwards of 1400 riparians on
Lake Leelanau, it seems we need to do more to help
show non-members that what we do is very
important.

The mystery photo is back again. The winner
will receive a gift certificate from Boathouse
Vineyards.

To that end, I will be sending out reminder notes to
those whose membership has lapsed in the past 4
years. You can help by reminding your neighbors
and friends to keep their membership
current. Remind them that we are working hard on
the following:
• Swimmer’s Itch Control
• Water Level Monitoring
• Water Safety
• Updating our Handbook
• Social Media
• Database Improvement
If you would like to be more involved, why not
volunteer? Many hands are needed to help with the
growing popularity of Kid’s Fishing Day in late
June. Do you have a boat in the water in spring that
can be used as part of a state program to monitor
water quality in our lake? Maybe you are interested
helping out with swimmer’s itch control? Plan on
attending our Annual Meeting to be held this year on
Wednesday, July 20, 6:30 to 8:00 pm at the Leland
Lodge. As you can see, there are lots of ways to
help!
If you have any questions or comments, please feel
free to contact me, or any of the board members, via
email or telephone Barb Kobberstad:
musicmom4@juno.com or 231-256-8802.
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Below are four waterfowl pictures, along with a list of
seven names. Match the pictures (A-D) with the
appropriate names (1-7). Use the following format
example (B=5) for all four bird pictures; provide your
name and phone and email to
leelanaubound@gmail.com. A drawing will be
conducted in case of multiple correct answers. The
winner will be announced on our website
(LakeLeelanau.org) in late March, along with a short
summary. Good Luck!!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Canada Goose
Goldeneye
Wood Duck
Red Breasted Merganser
Mallard
Canvasback Duck
7. Common Merganser

Visit us on the web for live links and lots more
Lakeleelanau.org
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From Septic
Codes to
Swimmer’s Itch
by Nick Fleezanis
At the January
association meeting, John Popa
(Bingham Township Rep)
asked members to attend the
Benzie-Leelanau District
Health Department meeting
held at the Connie Binsfield
building on January 28th at 4:00
pm. John asked us to support a
change to the septic code,
which would permit sewage
mounds in place of holding
tanks. During the first public
comment period I spoke, along
with Jim Kobberstad and Hugh
Farber of the lake association,
in support of John’s argument
to change the septic code.
After John’s comments, a
discussion ensued among the
health department board
members, along with comments
from Tom Fountain
(Environmental Health
Director) and Clay McNitt
(Sanitarian), a member of
Tom’s staff opposing John’s
argument. The board then voted
5 to 1 not to make any changes
in the septic code to allow
sewage mounds.
Michigan Riparian is a quarterly magazine
published in February, May, August, & November
and devoted to the management and wise use of
Michigan's lakes and streams. The cost of an
individual subscription is $14.00. To subscribe,
mail your contact information (mailing address &
phone) along with a check for $14 to The Riparian
| 300 N. State St. Suite A | Stanton, MI 48888 Or
complete & mail the downloadable form from

Michigan Riparian
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However, upon seeing another
opportunity to make public
comment at the end of the
meeting, I waited through the
entire meeting to address the
board on the matter of our
association’s swimmer’s itch
initiative. At that point I rose
and addressed the health

department board, explaining
the high priority the association
has placed on controlling the
swimmer’s itch problem and
asking for their support.
Roger Griner (the board
chairman) received my
comments very positively, as
did other board members. He
directed Tom Fountain to
construct a letter of support to
augment our efforts to control
swimmer’s itch. This is a very
positive development.
At the close of the meeting, I
spoke with Tom Fountain and
Roger Griner about our
involvement with the Michigan
Swimmer’s Itch Partnership
and our impending relationship
with SICON (see p. 9). The
addition of this BenzieLeelanau District Health
Department letter of support
will enhance our chances to
raise money from the State of
Michigan, private foundations,
and donors to help control our
lakes’ swimmer’s itch problem.
I would like to thank John Popa
for all his efforts in support of
the Lake Leelanau Lake
Association and for helping to
keep our lake a pristine place
for all of us to enjoy.

A bad day fishing
is better than a
good day at work.
Winter/Spring 2016

Water Quality Report
by Hugh Farber

The Itch that Keeps on Giving
by Cindy Kacin

In general the quality of
water in both South and
North Lake Leelanau stays
good to excellent, with very
minor perturbations from that status.

Nothing is better than a dip in the lake on a hot
summer day in Michigan! We are so fortunate to have
access to this jewel of a lake, Lake Leelanau.
Beautiful memories are made here with our families
and friends. Happiness abounds! BUT WAIT ………… WHAT’S
WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE???

The biggest issue at present seems to be
swimmer's itch-- which is sporadic,
somewhat localized, and very uncomfortable
for those afflicted. This issue is covered in
more depth in Wayne Swallow’s report.
Suffice it to say here that there is no short
term solution to eliminate the issue short of
removing/killing all ducks/geese/and swans
using the lake. The main culprits are the
Common Mergansers, but they are not alone
as hosts for the little critters causing the
issue. The LLLA will continue supporting
some of the work planned to better
understand an approach to mitigating the
impact on those spending time in the near
shore waters.
Another issue requiring our surveillance is
the potential for algae blooms, with the
blue/green type (which we have in very
limited areas) presenting a toxicity concern.
Torch Lake, and others, are researching the
origin of some Golden Brown algae which
seems to be related to groundwater entering
the lake. A review of the gold brown algae
present and spreading on Torch Lake was
presented by Dr. Branson of the Three
Lakes Association at the Feb
18 Leelanau Clean Water meeting. Nutrient
content is a concern-- and may be related to
septic tanks, fertilizer use, and unidentified
natural sources. This algae type has been
reported on North Lake Leelanau in various
locations. We will follow this research.
Septic tank releases and shoreline
fertilization are still concerns for noxious
weed growth and E.coli presence. These are
not major problems at present and are quite
localized, but are issues requiring continual
monitoring by riparian property owners.

Lake Leelanau Lake Association
Like us on Facebook
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1photo by Cindy Kacin

At our last annual meeting in July 2015, the number one concern of
LLLA members was swimmer’s itch. Nothing can ruin a family
vacation, visits from family or friends, or your seasonal business more
than a bad case of swimmer’s itch. It is important for our membership to
know: 1) Swimmer’s itch is an issue that is constantly discussed at
LLLA Board meetings and 2) it is a VERY complicated problem.
A condensed version of LLLA’s involvement with the issue of
swimmer’s itch is necessary to understand why swimmer’s itch is still
here. Rest assured, the LLLA is always working on plans/remedies to
eradicate this nuisance.
Swimmer’s itch research and control measures started on Lake Leelanau
in the 1980’s. Dr. Harvey Blankespoor and Ron Reimink led an effort
on Lake Leelanau and Glen Lake. Much of the report information that is
on our website came from that work. The money to fund that research
came from the state. The “trap and move” method (of moving
Mergansers) was developed during
Remember .. time spent
that time and was used for several
years. Some claim that swimmer’s
on the water is not
itch was effectively reduced after this
deducted from one’s
effort; others claim the program did
not bring about much of a reduction
lifespan.
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Membership Honor Roll
Annual Dues: Basic $45 | Kayaker $100 | Runabout $250 | Cruiser $500

Basic 151
Alan, Richard & Robbie
Albright, William & Patricia
Alflen, Robert & Janet
Allan, Richard & Bobbie
Austin, Loraine
Bailiff, Kimberly & Sheldon
Baillie, Forest & Shirley
Bannasch, William & Sandy
Beard, James & Harriet
Bellizi, David & Karen Chase
Bischoff, Thomas & Gwen
Blanck, Thelma & Katie Woods
Borzcik, Paul & Sara
Buckhout, John
Bunchek, Lawrence
Burger, Dean
Burnham, Keith & Joanne
Burnheimer, Mark & Gretchen Issette
Burr, Peter S. & Alice
Chandler, Joan
Chase, Karen & David Bellizi
Cherup, Joseph C.
Ciavattone, Deborah
Clark, Harold & Janet
Cooper, Karl & Tracy
Cordes, Ralph & Esther
Cousino, Jerome & Sally
Craig, Michael & Susan
Custer, Steve & Marianne Nelson
Davis, Marjean & Sally Hext
DeLong, Dean & Doris
Dockter, William & Nancy
Doorlag, Darlene
Dove, Barry & Barbara
Downs, Michael & Sue
Duemler, Paul
Eddings, Pat
Elder, John
Elifritz, Nancy
Erway, Ron & Kathleen
Farkas, Alex & Lorrie
Fellows, Neal & Deborah
Fisher Properties of Indiana Tammy
Phillips Fisher, Jim & Elizabeth
Fitzgerald, Margery & Melinda
Bauman Fleis, Lawrence & Jaqueline
Ganley, James & Kathryn
Gauthier, Ruth & John
Gerard, Glen & Jean
Girbach, Lloyd & Kay

Gits Victoria & Leland Cottage LLC
Gregory, George & Esther Griffith, Tom & Liz
Grigereit, Robert & Carolyn
Grogan Faller, Susan
Hackenberger, James & Lynne
Hands, James & Audrey
Hartings, Michael & Nancy
Heinzmann, Wilbert & Gail
Hilton, Page & Ruth Ann
Hinsch, Warren & Suzanne
Hirt, Rudy & Mary Jo
Hoge Campc/ Louisa
Hopcian, Thomas & Patricia
Hunt, Alice
Jahoda, John
Johnston, Charles & Donna
Jones, Ronald & Lyda
Kelsch, John & Rosemary
Kiessel, Don & Janet
Kirby, Richard & David
LaCross, Judith Glenn
LaForest, Ronald
Lake Leelanau RV Park | Don & Marilyn
Wilson
Laroux, Alfred & Linda
Laskey, Gerry & Ginny
Lawicki, William & Nancy
Leelanau Conservancy
Lesniewicz, Terry & Jeanne
Leugers, Paul & Ruth
Liley, Tom & Nancy
Linton, Merrill
Lutchko, John
Maly, Frank & Kathleen
Manzor, Albert & Odette
Maring, Susan
Martin, Glenn & Dale
Martin, Harold & Irene
Mason, Douglas & Rebecca
McCallister, Ben & Betsy
McConnell, Jr., Elizabeth & Craig
McFellin, John & Becky
McKee, Marilyn
Medina, Linda & Manuel
Meeker, George & Cindy
Meyer, Jim & Paula @ Amber Sands
Mikowski, Charles & Cheryl
Miller, Betty & Jerry
Miller, Larry & Laureen
Morrow, Andrew & Kathleen

Myers, Scott & Paula
Noling, L J & Jamie E May
Oberson, Randy & Lori
Olenzak, Robert & Susan
Patton, Richard & Bette
Payne, Donald & Peggy
Podges, Christopher & Barbara Cunningham
Pool, Robert & Jacqueline
Porritt, John & Nancy
Porter, Edward
Renwick, William & Margaret
Risbridger, Gary & Anita
Ristine, James D. & Mardi Black
Rossman, Richard & Patricia
Ryan, Todd & Tammy
Sajkowski, Anthony & Sherry
Samples, Sally & Teddy
Sargent, Tom & Frances
Sayles, Sharon
Schaller, Wendell & Ruth
Schaub, Edward & Kama Ross
Schaub, Tim & Lucy
Schermer, Dr. Kenneth & Jane
Schneider, Michael & Mary
Sebaly, Jon & Diana
Sebaly, Richard & Diana
Shera, Frank & Ellen
Sichler, Edward & Marilyn
Sifferlin, Dan & Margaret
Simmons, Norma & W.M. Schmidt
Slater, William
Smith, Mark & Marjory
Sprout, David & Gretchen
St. Clair, Larry & Beverly
Stephanic, Betsy & Don
Stewart, James & G. J.
Stow, Robert Jeremy Evans
Stretlien, Thomas & Lois
Timberlee Property Owners
Twomey, Gary & Kathy
Wall , Michael & Liz
Wetters, Carol
Whaleback Inn
White, Daniel & Marguerite
Wilcox, Robert
Wilcox, Timothy & Barbara
Williams, Nancy
Wintzinger, Constance & John
Zonca, Don & Marilyn
Zonca, Donald & Dolores

Join Us!
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Kayaker: 128
Abbott, Barbara & Larry Hauser
Abbott, Porter & Anita
Anderson, Gary & Judy
Andress, Frank & Janet
Angus, Thomas & Katherine
Arnold, Lydia & Robert Carr
Baker, Martha
Ball, Robert & Jeanine
Barbee, George & Molly
Baty, Donald & Anne
Bauer, Peter & Antoinette
Beers, Royce & Margie
Beights, Stephen & Nancy
Biggs, Elizabeth
Borden, Tony & Cathy
Buckingham, Scott & Michele
Carr, Robert & Lydia Arnold
Clodfelter, Paul & Nancy
Coppins, Donald & Laurie
Coulter, Dorothy Jean
Dennler, William & Jeanne
DeWeese, George/Sally | DeWeese
Hardware
Dickson, Doris & Thomas
Doyle, William & Jennifer
Draper, Hayward & Kathy
Encherman, Bill & Martha
Engerer, Vincent & Barbara
Eubanks, Edward & Norma
Farber, Hugh & Betty
Fisher, Cathy
Fisher, George Stephen & Ann
Fleezanis, Nick & Elaine
Flick, Russell & Layne
Frick, Bud & Cherryll
Garwood, Billy & Mary Lou
Golden, Eleanor
Goshorn, Richard & Lori Kidder
Gotshall, Glen & Bonnie
Groene, Gary & Peg
Haag, Charles & Ginny
Hammond, Carl & Mary
Handloser, John & Jane
Hanpeter, Edward & Joan
Hardie, W. Logan & Sherwood
HARLEYS INC, Tim & Janet Ryan
Henry, Rick & Sandy
Hill, Frederick & Judy
Hinkle, Robert & Margaret
Holcomb, Gale & Jennifer Reid
Horness, Mark & Sarah
Howard, Richard & Laura
Johnston, Walter & Marilyn
Kaufman, Charles & Karen
Kaye, Paul & Johanna
Kepler, Charles & Alisann
Kobberstad, Jim & Barb
LaFave, Judy & Jamie
Lambert, Lucy
Larkin, Harry & Joann
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Larsen, Erik & Monica
LeGray, William & Carol
Leugers, Joseph & Kimberly
Leugers, Tom & Diane
Leugers, William & Lynda
Leupp, Skip & Liz
Levin, Sheldon & Judy
Lindo, Marcie & Steve
MacKenzie, Rob & Maria Battle
Malcoun, Ray & Penny
Martin, William & Karen
Maximovich, Jane & Alex
McKenna, Charles & Dorene
McNamee, Jim & Marilyn
Meeker, Peggy
Michelmore, David & Christina
Mileham, Richard & Lynne
Miller, Robert & Jane
Mogle, Jim & Nancy
Moon, Jeff & Josselyn Moore
Moose, Preston & Colleen
Motlow, Lyn
Palmer, Jerry & Rita
Passarelli, Charles & Yvonne
Pavelka, Thomas & Lynda
Pfennig, Thomas & Christine
Phillips, Margaret
Piche, Robert & Nancy
Plamondon, Guy & Anneke Wegman
Popa, John & Gayle
Prewitt, George & Judy
Price, Susan
Prugh, Clayton & Eleanor
Ray, Larry & Jessie
Ray, Larry & Marcia
Reeves, Fred & Nancy
Rink, Bernard
Risbridger, Robert & Bonny
Rollings, Mary Beth & Al
Rothermel, Mike & Laura
Sanborn, Jeff & Kay Johnston
Schlabach, Judy & Karl
Sehnert, Paul & Cathy
Shoaff, John & Julie Donnell
Shoaff, Thomas & Eunice
Shugart, Scott & Dena
Sikes, Page
Stankowski, Gary & Susie
Stanton, Terry & Donna
Stogsdill, Don & Tricia
Stricof, Daniel & Debra
Strietmann, George & Linda
Sweeney, Dan & Nancy
Takayama, Phyllis
Taylor, Pete & Mary
Treter, John & Leslie
VanDyke, Douglas & Judy
Watkins, John & Shelley
Weidenaar, Bernard & Janice
Williams, Brian & Linda Fisher-Williams

Wolcott Turner, Katharine
Woodrum, Jim & Karen
Woods, Randy & Joan
Wooton, Roger & Linda
Wunderlich, Wayne & Dorothy
Wysor, Jim & Kit
Zimmer, Gordon & Sharon
Zink, George & Kathleen
Zink, John & Mary

Runabout: 26
Bogley, Gil & Anne
Elder, Joan
Finke III, Harry J.
Fitzpatrick, John & E.J.
Gallini, Marc & Linda
Gottschalk, Jack & Nancy
Hunter, David & Nancy
Kacin, James & Cynthia
Kedzierski, Michael & Mary
Kirby, Alan & Susan
Krause Barbara
Lamb, Susan
McNamara, John & Nancy
Miller, Jim & Pattie
Olson, Bruce & Kimberly
Paine, Laura
Petersen, Audrey
Schoeneberger, Thomas & Suzanne
Stander Marine, Andrew Stander & TerriGibson
Swallow, Wayne & Pat
Thompson, Richard & Sera
Tostige, Steve & Sonya
Vermeulen, Robert
Wheeler, Gil
Zoltners, Andris Beth Bartoszek

Cruiser: 10
Alpaugh, Victoria & Peter
Croom, James & Patricia
Greeno, Paula
Grogan, James & Mary Jo
Howard, David & Beth
Kurnick, Robert
Larson, Wilfred & Joan
Meese, Richard & Sally
Stack, Ann & Chris
Vilter, Barbara

Total: 315
If your check was in the mail when we went
to press, thanks! If we have you wrongly
classified, or messed up by failing to list you
as we should have, please accept our
humble apologies and let us know so we can
correct our database and accord you the
credit you deserve. Thanks, again!!
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Continued from p. 5 …

in swimmer’s itch. The program was cancelled
shortly thereafter.
Glen Lake continued to use the program, and it
reduced swimmer’s itch to manageable levels. In
recent years they had only one breeding pair of
Mergansers on the lake, but the population has since
grown to three pair.
In 2010, Glen Lake and LLLA tried to buy the
specialized trap net and intellectual property of
SICON, the company formed by Blankespoor and
Reimink. However, circumstances unrelated to the
sale prevented the lake associations from closing
the deal. LLLA also attempted to secure a US Fish
and Wildlife Research permit to capture Merganser
Ducks but was unsuccessful.
Swimmer’s itch problems continued. In 2012,
LLLA instituted a swimmer’s itch reporting system
on our website and this system is still in use.
Research showed promise that a swimmer’s itch
repellent might be developed by using one
ingredient in a topical cosmetic. Wayne Swallow
started field trials and research in 2013. So far trials
have not found an effective product, but will
continue in 2016.
In 2014, The Michigan Swimmer’s Itch Partnership
(MSIP) was formed. It is led by Higgins Lake, with
Higgins, Glen, Crystal, and Leelanau Lakes being
the four lead members. About 10 other lakes are
also involved. The state has been asked to fund
$900,000 for research and control on the four lead
lakes. If successful, we would see an influx of
funds starting next fiscal year, October 2016. The
proposed program would last over three years.
Funding requests are also being made to the Ford
and Dow foundations. The research and control
program would be conducted by SICON, but other
entities may also be involved.
LLLA has been discussing its participation in this
collaborative effort. Even with the funding from
the state, the proposal is very expensive and needs
additional funding. So we will be asking members
to contribute to this effort. While we are working to
find alternative solutions, at present the SICON
program seems the only feasible (but expensive)
option. Remember, you (our members) have said
this is the “Number 1” issue for the association, and
we as a board are trying to address your concerns.
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CLMP Volunteers Wanted
LLLA is looking for volunteers to help with its Michigan’s
Cooperative Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) water quality
sampling. We have a cadre of volunteers who help us out, but
we need alternates when these folks are not available. This is
a great chance to get “hands-on” experience with the water
quality of Lake Leelanau. One particular need is for a boat
on North and South Lake to collect a water sample within two
weeks of “ice-out”; which ranges from mid-April to MidMay. This is usually one of the most difficult samples for us
to obtain because riparians are not yet back at their cottages.
If anyone will have a boat in the water near Cemetary Point
on North Lake, and just north of the Leelanau Pines
Campground on South Lake, please contact John Lutchko at
jlutchko@nmc.edu
Plant-lovers, we need you to help out with CLMP monitoring
too. Invasive species, have significant impact on Lake
Leelanau. Look what the zebra mussel (I know it’s not a
plant) invasion has done: extirpated all native mussels (clams)
from the lake and significantly changed the phytoplankton
community, increasing the presence of cyanobacteria
(bluegreen algae), which have potential for harmful algae
blooms. Most folks have also seen stands of phragmites
around the lake. Luckily this invasive plant has been
dectected early, and has been removed to prevent proliferation
around the lakeshore. However, there are other species of
invasive aquatic plants that we have not been able to survey.
A couple include Eurasian milfoil and starry stonewort. We
need several teams of two individuals that can be trained to
identify invasive plants. These teams will survey boat ramp
areas on North and South Lake Leelanau by boat in August,
and record the presence or absence of invasive species.
Contact John Lutchko at jlutchko@nmc.edu if you’re
interested.

Swimmer’s Itch Repellent
So where do things stand after the failed field test for SiLotion
from last summer? With failure comes learning, and last
summer was no exception. The scientific literature that
showed SI Lotion’s cosmetic ingredient was 100% effective
in repelling cercariae in laboratory situations. It is obvious
that there is a difference in repellent qualities between the
laboratory and field, or between the type of cercariae used in
the study and found in the field. Over the winter, SI Solutions
has found two essential oils that potentially have deterrent
qualities on cercarie. These oils will be tested in the
laboratory directly on cercariae that have emerged from
snails. Updates will be provided in the fall newsletter.
by Wayne Swallow
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Wayne’s World
A Swimmer’s Itch Planning Saga
– The SICON “Bridge” Program
by W ayne Swallow
“Ya Gonna Fish or Just Stand There
Stammering!” So goes the punch line of an old story
where a crusty old fisherman hands a young city fella a
stick of dynamite with its fuse lit. Presumably the young
sprout tossed the dynamite overboard and reaped a
bounty of fish after the dynamite detonated.
While somewhat exaggerated, the LLLA board found
itself in a similar situation with regard to swimmer’s itch
(SI). At our annual meeting LLLA members said that SI
was the number one issue for the association, and
members want something done about it. So what does
“do something about it” look like? The LLLA Board
figuratively threw a stick of dynamite overboard on
February 25, committing to spend $60,000 on swimmer’s
itch in 2016. This step was taken because of the
overwhelming consensus (dare I say demand) at our
annual meeting to do something about SI. However, the
board recognizes that those attending our annual meeting
are a small segment of our membership and total
riparians on Lake Leelanau. We feel now that it is
imperative to get a sense of broader support from
riparians, whether they are members or not. This
program will run for four years, will cover both the North
Lake, South Lake and the narrows, and will run in excess
of $400,000. At the end of four years, swimmer’s itch
will be measurably reduced.
So why did the board commit $60,000 before we have a
sense of support among riparians? The contractor,
Swimmer’s Itch Control LLC (SICON), set the date of
March 1 so it can prepare for the summer season, lining
up people and other logistics. And why did we choose
SICON? SICON is the only company in the country who
has the knowledge and skill set to do the job, i.e. the
research capabilities and control technology (trapping
mergansers). This author spent two months seeking out a
parasitologist who could replicate the service that SICON
provides. I only found one parasitologist, a distinguished
international parasite researcher who teaches at the
University of New Mexico. A price quote from his team
to perform a snail parasite infection rate study (a measure
of how serious swimmer’s itch is) came in near $109,000
for one year. He was quick to point out that his team
provides no control of the waterfowl.
While some may be skeptical that SICON’s methodology
will work, it has been demonstrated to be successful on
Lake Leelanau, Glen Lake and Great Pond, Maine. I
would urge everyone not to base opinions on “what
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others have said” but by looking at results of studies. This program
ran for several years on Lake Leelanau back in the 1990s and SI was
measurably reduced. However, it was stopped because some SI still
persisted. The program also ran for several years at Glen Lake and
reduced merganser populations and snail infection rates to less than
0.1% (i.e. less than 1 snail in 100). As soon as snail monitoring and
common merganser removal was curtailed at Glen Lake (because of
regulatory restrictions) SI incidents increased. By way of
comparison, the most recent snail infection rate we have for North
Lake Leelanau was 7%, back in 2009. The researchers listed it as the
highest they measured on any lake. Need we wonder why North
Lake Leelanau has a swimmer’s itch problem?
Recognizing that resolving
the SI is going to be
expensive, the LLLA board
has been active on other
fronts to ease the cost burden
on Lake Leelanau riparians.
We are an active member of
the Michigan Swimmer’s Itch
Partnership (MSIP) a coalition of 14 lakes. MSIP’s sole purpose is
to raise funds to support SI research and control. It has requested a
$900,000 appropriation from the Michigan legislature over three
years. Those funds would be divided among the four lead lakes
(Higgins, Crystal, Glen and Leelanau), but will not be available until
after October 2016. MSIP is also seeking funds from private
foundations. If you know of any foundation that might contribute
please let any LLLA board member know.

If you’re lucky
enough to live on
the water, you’re
lucky enough

More will be written and communicated about swimmer’s itch down
the road if we get support from you. Right now it is imperative that
all Lake Leelanau riparians provide the board feedback and input on
this initiative. We committed to $60,000 based on your feedback at
our annual meeting. We need to raise that amount this year, and
much more down the road. So how can you help? We are looking
for volunteers and dollars. If you agree that swimmer’s itch is a
problem that needs to be addressed, whether you’re a member or not,
here are some ways you can help. Please … Complete the small
survey form in this newsletter, enclose it in the envelope, and send to
LLLA. We would also love to gain new members!
•

•

•
•

We need a chair for our swimmer’s itch committee. We
have asked members several times for this leader, but no
one has come forward. Now is the time, folks. We need a
person to lead this effort!
Become a volunteer on the swimmer’s itch committee, and
for other tasks which will be defined in the near future
when the committee starts to function.
Tell us how big of a problem swimmer’s itch is for you.
Are you a birder? Help us conduct periodic waterfowl
surveys on the lake.

News & Views from the Watershed

Continued…

•

•

•

Donate money to LLLA specifically for this
effort. A monetary commitment over four years
would be fantastic!
Help us find merganser nests. LLLA will give
any riparian $1000 for locating a merganser
nest on their property. Payment will be made
once the nest is verified by LLLA. While this
may seem silly and exorbitant, it is only a
fraction of the cost of having to trap the broods
once they are on the lake.
Provide your comments of support or otherwise
on the enclosed survey and mail it to us in the
attached envelope. Yes, send money if you
like. J You may also go to our website and
post your thoughts or even donate on our
webpage via PayPal.

In closing, you should know that the LLLA board
has some discomfort with the pricing structure of
SICON, because they are unwilling to provide us
(and four other lake associations) more detail of their
costs. On the other hand, SICON did provide some
flexibility on this first year effort and down the road
on South Lake. And we must remind ourselves, they
are the “only game in town,” or the country for that
matter. So what happens if you do not support this
effort? The program will end after 2016. We’ll
continue to have SI at “epidemic” levels in North
Lake and to a lesser extent on South Lake. Folks
will try to “self-medicate” with anecdotal
“remedies” about how to deter SI. Believe me, after
tracking SI reports on our website for four years,
none of the remedies consistently work. I will
continue to work on a topical repellent, but a product
is easily a few years down the road.
The lake is dynamic and we’re messing with
“Mother Nature”, so there is no guarantee that all of
this money will result in a “cure”. This program
gets SI down to levels so that it is not impeding
water recreation. It will never totally eliminate the
problem. Low level monitoring will need to
continue. But we do know that this program was
effective on Lake Leelanau in the early 1990s and
also on Glen Lake, so that residents and visitors
could enjoy water recreation. After four years we’ll
be down to treating “hot-spots” at much less cost,
and your grandchildren can once again swim “itch
free”. Let us know your thoughts via the attached
survey or through our website at LakeLeelanau.org.
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Beech Scale Disease
thanks to Kama Ross, District Forester
Leelanau, Grand Traverse and Benzie
Conservation Districts
If you venture into the woods at all these days you cannot help but notice
a strange efflorescence, a sort of “talcum powder” all over many of our
beautiful beech trees. Beech Scale Disease, aka Beech Bark Disease is a
serious problem, but has recently become treatable for homeowners who
may wish to preserve “specimen” trees on their property.

Allegan Conservation District 1

Why we care: Beech bark disease (BBD) is caused by both a sap-feeding
scale insect and a fungus. American beech trees are first infested with
beech scale. Scale feeding allows infection by the Neonectria fungus. The
fungus kills the wood, blocking the flow of sap. Affected trees decline in
health and eventually die. Some infected trees break off in heavy winds
before dying – a condition called “beech snap”.
What is at risk? There are 32 million American beech trees in
Michigan. About 2.5 million beech have been killed by BBD to date.
Much of this loss has been in the eastern Upper Peninsula. Newly
infested beech forests are reported in the Lower Peninsula every year.
What can you do? Don’t move beech firewood or logs from infested
areas to uninfested areas. Controlling the natural spread of BBD is not
feasible because both the scale and fungus are moved by animals and the
wind. Once scale infests trees in your area, watch for resistant trees.
Report new finds.
What is the remedy? Recent studies have shown that it is possible to
salvage specimen trees. Because of the relatively slow progression of
BBD and now with some possible treatment tools to further impede and
perhaps even effectively manage BBD, there is a potential for new hope to
maintain beech trees in their native habitat. If you are interested in finding
out more, please contact Kama Ross at kama.ross@macd.org, (231) 2569783, for more information. (visit us at LakeLeelanau.org for links to articles)

Winter/Spring 2016

"Nice? It's the only thing," said the Water Rat solemnly
as he leant forward for his stroke. "Believe me, my
young friend, there is nothing—absolute nothing—half
so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats.
Simply messing," he went on dreamily: "messing—
about—in—boats; messing—"
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Lake Leelanau Lake Association
P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123

Subscribe for email updates .. much more online …

LakeLeelanau.org

Coming Events
12th Annual Kid’s Fishing Day
Sunday, June 26th, 2016,
Veronica Valley County Park
2015 Annual Meeting
Wednesday, July 20th, 2016
6:30-8:00, Leland Lodge
11th Annual Legacy Circle
Celebration
Saturday, August 27th
Alpaugh’s Residence, time TBA

No sunrise is the
same, thank you God.

Photo by Cathy Fisher 1

