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Kid’s Fishing Day
Sunday, June 25, 2017 • 11:00am-3:00pm
@ Veronica Valley County Park

Mark Your Calendars
for these
Upcoming Events!

2017 Annual Meeting
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 • 6:30-8:00pm
@ The Leland Lodge
Legacy Circle Celebration
Sunday, Aug. 27, 2017 • 2:00-4:00pm
@ Lake Leelanau RV Park

We Need Your Help!

We’re just $1,099 shy of our
$25,000 goal for the Swimmers Itch Fund.

Can you help?
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President’s Letter
by Nick Fleezanis

Summer will soon be
upon us with all the
visitors
and
lake
activities that we all enjoy. Docks,
hoists and boats all going in the water
signal the beginning spring and
summer lake activities. Lake Association board members have been busy
through the fall/winter months pursuing the following tasks:
• Swimmer’s Itch contactor selection
• State funding for Swimmers Itch (SI)
• Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership meetings
• Meeting with the DNR on permitting issues for
duck removal
• Responded to a development issue in the Narrows
• Updated Mission Statement
• Legal review of Board documents and by-laws
• Reprinting the Landowner’s Handbook
• The Lake Leelanau Street Fair
• Kids Fish Day
The Lake Association has contracted with Fresh
Water Solutions (FWS), headed by Ron Reimink, for
the removal of Merganser Ducks for both North and
South lakes. Ron will begin this process in June and
work through the summer. These imprinted ducks
will be trapped and relocated to either Lake Michigan or Lake Huron where the snails that are
involved in the Swimmers Itch (SI) life cycle are not
found. We also ask that you be aware of any Merganser Ducks around your property that might be
either nested in trees or present in the water in front
of your homes with their young. We will be reaching out to those of you who have indicated and
interest in helping out with the Swimmers Itch
initiative.

REPORT SWIMMERS ITCH
http://llla-sirpt.questionpro.com

The Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership (MSIP)
through its five lake pilot program was successful in
lobbying the state legislature for funding to combat
swimmer itch. An allocation of $250,000 through
the DNR was awarded and will be distributed to the
five lakes for their efforts to combat SI.
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Lake Leelanau will receive $35,500. MSIP is also
pursuing further funding from the state for the
coming two years in the amount of $500,000.
In an effort to upgrade all the association’s documents and by-laws, and attorney has been hired to
review these documents and bring them up to
current state laws and guide lines. The board
reviewed and updated our mission statement and
you will see this revised statement in this newsletter.
The reprinting of the handbook has been delayed
due to our concern with its content, length and lack
of personal connection to lake owner raparians and
users. An attempt to make this document more
effective as a resource for all those associated with
the lake is our intent. If you have anecdotes or
personal remembrances that would make our handbook more personalized to the membership, please
contact me.
Invasive species have been and continue to be a serious concern for all raparians and users of the lake.
For this reason the lake association has partnered
with the Benzie, Leelanau and Manistee Counties
Invasive Species Pathways Project to position a boat
cleaning station at two of our busiest boat launches
to clean watercraft and educate boaters and anglers
on invasive species that have and will continue to
affect our lake.
Vice president Jeff Sanborn attended the Michigan
Lake and Streams Conference at Crystal Mountain
Resort where the cleaning station machine was
present and trained on. Several board members
have volunteered to assist Jeff at each scheduled
launch July 5, 6 or 7.
The Lake Association will once again host its Kids
Fish Day at Veronica Park on Sunday June 25th. If
you would like to volunteer for this activity, which
has been recognized by the DNR as one of the most
outstanding activities for children related to
angling, please contact Jim Kacin, our Fishing Committee Chairman. Our thanks continue to go out to
Summer 2017 • News & Views from the Watershed

Leland Township / John Suelzer Park

Pete Taylor who initiated this activity 12 years ago
and is still involved with its success.
Wayne Swallow and I both made comment to the
DEQ concerning a permit for the building of a boathouse in the Narrows. We both attended the meeting held buy the DEQ at the Government Center in
response to our comments about this project.
In closing I just want to emphasize the importance
of being a member and impressing your local businesses, neighbors and friends to become members
and get involved in keeping this magnificent
resource of ours healthy and vital for us all to enjoy.
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Membership Report
by Barb Kobberstad

Summer is on the
way! We are glad
the
roads
are
finally “mud-free” and our
summer friends are making their
way up to Lake Leelanau, one of
the loveliest spots in Michigan, or
even the U.S.

Our membership numbers have
improved in the past year. As of this publication,
there are 353 current members. I have had many
comments from you, though, regarding that low
number especially when you consider there are at
least 1400 cottages/homes on the lake.
In an attempt to bring back those whose membership has lapsed, I mailed out reminder postcards in
April. So far, I am getting good results. If you
received one of these reminder cards, PLEASE, consider rejoining. If you are new owners, please consider joining! As you can see by reading all the
articles in this newsletter, we work hard in our
efforts to protect and preserve Lake Leelanau.
When you return your membership envelope, it is a
BIG HELP to fill in your name/address/phone/
email. We write your thank-you cards using that
information and we have to look it up if it isn’t
printed on the envelope. Idea: if you don’t like all
that writing, plop a return address sticker in the
space.
Thank you for your support. Contact me, Barb Kobberstad, any time at bkobberstad@gmail.com

MEMORIAL

Roger W. Hawley passed away in 2016.

Roger grew up spending summers on S. Lake
Leelanau. He loved his time in Michigan. We
thank his friends for their generous memorial
contributions made on his behalf:
John F. & Michelle R. Anderson, Philip Goldberg
and Scott McCandless
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Membership Reminders

• Your membership renewal date is the same
month each year.
• Members who choose Kayaker or above are
invited to the Legacy Event Sun. Aug. 27, 2017 at
Lake Leelanau RV Park from 2:00-4:00pm.
• Invite your neighbors to become members
• Come to the Annual Meeting on Wednesday,
July 26 at the Leland Lodge.
• Volunteer! Get involved!!

Water Quality Report
by Hugh Farber

A superficial observation shows
Lake Leelanau water looks about
normal for Spring... clear and chilly
but warming.

No unusual observations from last
year on which to follow up except
reported algae observations continue to increase slightly. We are following work on
Torch Lake by the Three Lakes Association on
"golden algae" as an indicator of the source of
golden algae on North Lake Leelanau. On Torch
Lake, ground water as a source of nutrient is
suspected but not defined.
Please remember to
watch pets and small
children that might
"consume" the foam
that sometimes piles
up on down wind
shores. This may contain a toxin related to
blue green algae sporadically reported on this lake. This is not a significant problem at present and no reports of a negative
health impact on Lake Leelanau have been
reported.
Please read Wayne Swallow’s report that follows for
an in-depth look at water quality in both lakes.
And check out the Leelanau Clean Water web site
for county-wide info. www.leelanau.cc/lcw.asp
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Water Safety First
by Bonnie Gotshall

Weekends on Lake
Leelanau in the
summer are few and
short. Therefore people take advantage of the few weekends to have
fun on the lake. They ski, surf, tube,
Jet Ski, fish, paddleboard, swim and
just cruise. With use on the lake
comes high boat traffic and regrettably shoreline erosion.
Shoreline
erosion is a process that occurs on all inland lakes.
There are many natural causes (wind-generated
waves, water levels, ice, slope of the bank, absence
of vegetation), as well as human (wave action from
passing boats). The significance of each factor
varies. Size of the boats, a steady 12 mph windy
day, duration of waves, driving in circles, plowing
through water to close to shore and the vegetation
of the shore where you are boating.
To blame a certain type of boat for the cause of
erosion is not the issue here. We are a society that
puts personal safety at the forefront correct? Safety
and boating etiquette should be the number one
issue here. Along with educating people using the
lake to stay safe and to lessen the erosion issues.
Making more restrictions on types of boats is not the
answer. Enforcing the current boating laws and
responsiblilities will minimize greatly all the issues
at hand.
Here are some best practices we all should use.
• Observe the wake produced by your boat, and be
aware of your surroundings.
• Do not drink and drive a boat.
• Watch your speed passing anchored boats, non
motor vessels, shorelines, shallow areas on the
lake like sandbars. In other words, maintain a
safe speed.
• Reduce throttle to “no wake” speed when close
to a shoreline or in small rivers and narrows.
• Stay 100 feet away from anchored boats and
shoreline.
• When towing skiers, tubers, wakeboarders, or
surfers, stay 300 ft from congested areas, beaches,
sandbars, fishing boats and swimming areas. Go
in a straight line. Avoid the “Pendulum Effect”.
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• Wear a PFD if being towed by any vessel.
• Keep a proper lookout for other boaters and
hazards
• Promote environmental awareness to boaters and
skiers.
• Enforce the current boating laws and responsibilties.
• Call the marine department with concerns of
people not driving safely or any illegal issues
(Charlie Belanger 231-256-8650 or 911 for emergencies)
I suggest anyone worried about the role of boat
wakes in shoreline erosion to go to USA Water Ski
Waterways Education Manual. They have done
many studies and are trying to educate the people.
http://www.usawaterski.org/graphics/downloads/
waterwaysmanual.pdf

View of the Narrows bridge from the boat launch
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Lake Level Sensors and Dam
Operation by John Popa, PE

The level sensors were installed
last fall and are working fine.
There are 3 of them that record
lake levels….at the dam, narrows,
and by Birch Point. This month
(May) we are working on proper
calibration. The lake is at the
maintained summer level as of
May 15. We may have to slow the flow because of
a lack of rain, but things are on track.
We are also looking at the electronic dam controls.
They are 12 years old, some parts failed, and are
obsolete. As of this year, there are no parts available. So, we are in the process of installing some
new electronics and hopefully everything will be
fixed in a few months. The controls are needed to
maintain a set level without having to go and move
the gate manually. We also plan to have an indication of cubic feet of water flow over the dam that
will help on forecasting. (We have a very generous
lake association member that is helping us with
parts and skills….more on that later.)
All the mechanical pistons, pumps, hydraulics,
gate, seals, structure, etc. are in tip-top shape. I
mentioned that the lake level readouts will be available for everyone to see, within a year, so that
anyone can go to the website and see what is going
on….that is still in the works. We needed for the ice
to go away, and for another survey before we publish any noteworthy information.
Stay tuned… call if you wish.

Kids’ Fishing Day Set For June 25
Our annual kid’s fishing event is back for its 13th year.
Last year we had more than 700 in attendance. The
numbers have grown every year since its beginning!
The event offers something for everyone.
Novice fisherkids can take advantage of a talented
group of fishing experts who offer assistance and
instruction. An angling expert will also be on hand,
with a fly fishing demonstration and lesson. Jim’s
Critter Crew will have their display of live native
critters, such as turtles, frogs, snakes and fish. There
will be Fish Painting! And free hotdogs and pop.
This event is packed with fun for kids of ALL ages!
We hope you won’t miss this exciting day.

2016 Kids’
Fishing Day
Photos by
Cindy Kacin

Annual Meeting

Wed. July 26, 2017 • 6:30-8:00 pm
at The Leland Lodge
Hors d’oeuvres served. Cash bar available.

Please join us for this annual event. Invite your neighbors,
family or anyone that loves Lake Leelanau!
(Non-members are always welcome)
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Member Honor Roll

Annual Dues: Basic $45 / Kayaker $100 / Runabout $250 / Cruiser $500
Basic: 152

Albright, William & Patricia
Atkinson, Dennis & Karen
Austin, Loraine
Bailiff, Kimberly & Sheldon
Baillie, Forest & Shirley
Barbee, George & Molly
Beard, James & Harriet
Bellizi, David & Karen Chase
Benner, James & Susan
Bluebird of Leland
Boose, Kim Anne
Bosch, Robert & Diana
Boulton, Jon & Penny
Bozimowski, Heather
Buckhout, John
Bunchek, Lawrence
Burnham, Keith & Joanne
Burr, Peter & Alice
Chandler, Joan
Cherup Jr., Joseph C.
Ciavattone, Deborah
Clark, Harold & Janet
Conway, Vince
Cooper, Karl & Tracy
Cordes, Ralph & Esther
Cornell, Bruce & Brenda
Cousino, Jerome & Sally
Craig, Michael & Susan
Csernits, Susan
Curchin, Alexander & Cynthia
Damm, Jamie
Daston, George & Maryellen
Davis, T. Jeff & Ken Smith
Dawson, Rex & Arlene
Derrick, Eileen & Rick Schindler
Dockter, William & Nancy
Doorlag, Darlene
Dotlo, Nancy
Dove, Barry & Barbara
Downs, Michael & Sue
Duemler, Paul
Dunn, Bruce & Lynn
Eckerle, Shirley & Eima Collins
Ehrenberger, Rick & Kathy
Elder, John
Erway, Ron & Kathleen
Fellows, Neal & Deborah
Fisher Properties / Tammy Phillips
Jim & Elizabeth Fisher
Flaggert, Dr. James
Fleis, Lawrence & Jaqueline
Flick, Russell & Layne
Gard, Paul & Marianne
Gauthier, Ruth & John
Gerard, Glen & Jean
Gits Victoria & Leland Cottage LLC
Grant, Robert & Amy
Gregory, George & Esther
Grigereit, Robert & Carolyn
Grogan Faller, Susan
Gross, Jimmy & Lory
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Harlton, Bruce & Kathryn
Hedlund, Andrea & Arthur
Heine, Margaret & Ward
Heinzmann, Wilbert & Gail
Henshaw, Barbara
Hill, Richard & Elizabeth
Hilton, Page & Ruth Ann
Hinsch, Warren (Kep) & Suzanne
Hirt, Rudy & Mary Jo
Hoerner, Judith & Michelle Smith
Hoge Campc/ Louisa Ridgway
Hopcian, Thomas & Patricia
Howard, David & Beth
Hunt, Alice
Jahoda, John & Kathy
Johnson, Jefferson & Robin
Johnston, Charles & Donna
Kareck, James & Joan
Kepler, Charles & Alisann
Kiessel, Don & Janet
Korson, Scott & Patrice @ Korson Creative
LaCross, Judith Glenn
LaForest, Ronald
Laroux, Alfred & Linda
Laskey, Ginny
Lear, Richard & Carole
Leelanau Enterprise
Liley, Tom & Nancy
Liljeblad, Mary
Loftus Family LLC
Lutz, Anne & Jim
Manzor, Albert & Odette
Maring, Susan
Martin, Harold & Irene
McFellin, John & Becky
McKee, Marilyn & Jack
Medina, Linda & Manuel
Meyer, Jim & Paula @ Amber Sands
Mikowski, Charles & Cheryl
Miller, Betty & Jerry
Miller, Larry & Laureen
Miller, Peter & Lisa
Morrow, Andrew & Kathleen
Mudgett, Karen
Muir, Jerry & Jean
Nankervis, Jean
Noling, L J & Jamie E May
Novak, Anita
Oberski, Dan & Rose
Oberson, Randy & Lori
Patton, Richard & Bette
Payne, Donald & Peggy
Podges, Christopher & Barbara Cunningham
Pool, Robert & Jacqueline
Porter, Edward
Ray, Bryan & Angela
Risbridger, Gary & Anita
Rodiek, Roger & Elaine
Rossman, Richard & Patricia
Rudy, Doug & Sharon
Ryan, Todd & Tammy
Sajkowski, Anthony & Sherry

Sayles, Sharon
Schaub, Tim & Lucy
Schermer, Dr. Kenneth & Jane
Schneider, Michael & Mary
Seaman, Jack & Susan
Sebaly, Jon & Diana
Seder, Linda & Shane Wyatt
Siddall, Mary
Sifferlin, Dan & Margaret
Simmons, Norma & Wm/Debra Schmidt
Slater, William
Solomonson, Greta & Kathleen Birney
Sprout, David & Gretchen
Staroba, Jerry & Julia Detter
Steel, Bill & Donna
Stow, Robert Jeremy Evans
Stretlien, Thomas & Lois
Timberlee Property Owners
Wayt, Joyce
Westrup, James
Whaleback Inn
White, Daniel & Marguerite
Wilcox, Robert
Wilcox, Timothy & Barbara
Williams, Nancy
Wintzinger, Constance & John
Yalda, Agnes
Zonca, Don & Marilyn
Zonca, Donald & Dolores
Zondervan, Robert & Denise

Cruiser: 17

Alpaugh, Victoria & Peter
Croom, James & Patricia
Greeno, Paula
Grogan, James & Mary Jo
Kurnick, Robert
Larson, Wilfred & Joan
Lippert, Richard & Kathy
Lund, Eloise
Meese, Richard & Sally
Paine, Laura
Peterson, Audrey
Shepherd, Tom & Nancy
Stack, Ann & Chris
Tostige, Steve & Sonya
Vilter, Barbara
Walters, Andy & Elizabeth
Wilson, Barbara

Kayaker: 165

Abbott, Barbara & Larry Hauser
Abbott, Porter & Anita
Alflen, Robert & Janet
Allan, Richard & Bobbie
Anderson, Gary & Judy
Angus, Thomas & Katherine
Appel, Daniel
Arnold, Lydia & Robert Carr
Baker, Martha c/o Donna Smith
Ball, Robert & Jeanine
Bannasch, William & Sandy
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Baty, Donald & Anne
Bauer, Peter & Antoinette
Bayer, Bob & Nancy
Beights, Stephen & Nancy
Bejaoui, Sam
Biggs, Elizabeth
Bingham, Kipp & Ellen
Borzcik, Paul & Sara
Bouwman, Douglas & Jane
Brown, Judith & David Ward
Buckingham, Scott & Michele
Burger, Dean
Carr, Robert & Lydia Arnold
Clark, Aaron & Angie
Clodfelder, Paul & Nancy
Cole, Sterling & Jane
Collins, Edward & Bobbie
Coppins, Donald & Laurie
Coulter, Dorothy Jean
Coyle, Gary & Teresa
Custer, Steve & Marianne Nelson
Davis, Marjean & Sally Hext
Delbridge, Diana & Bill Kautz
Dennler, William & Jeanne
DeWeese, George/Sally @ DeWeese Hardware
Dickson, Doris & Thomas
Doyle, William & Jennifer
Draper, Hayward & Kathy
Dumoulin, Dave & Jen
Encherman, Bill & Martha
Engerer, Vincent & Barbara
Eubanks, Edward & Norma
Farber, Hugh & Betty
Fisher, Cathy
Fisher, G. Stephen & Ann
Fitzgerald, Margery & Melinda Bauman
Fleezanis, Nick & Elaine
Frick, Bud & Cherryll
Ganley, James & Kathryn
Garwood, Billy & Mary Lou
Glinski, Barbara
Golden, Eleanor
Gotshall, Glenn & Bonnie
Griffith, Tom & Liz
Groene, Gary & Peg
Haag, Charles & Ginny
Hackenberger, James & Lynne
Hammond, Carl & Mary
Handloser, John & Jane
Hanpeter, Edward & Joan
Hardie, W. Logan & Sherwood
HARLEYS INC, / Ryan, Tim & Janet
Harold, Alan & Lisa
Hill, Frederick & Judy
Hinkle, Robert & Margaret
Horness, Mark & Sarah
Howard, Richard & Laura
Johnston, Walter & Marilyn
Karr, Carolyn (Kari)
Kaye, Paul & Johanna (Yoka)
Kerr, Robert & Eve
Kobberstad, Jim & Barb
Korporfer, Rick
Lackey, Rich & Emily
LaFave, Judy & Jamie
Lake Leelanau RV Park /Don & Marilyn Wilson
Lamb, David
Lambert, Lucy

Lamp, David & Denise
Larkin, Harry & Joann
Larsen, Erik & Monica
Leelanau Conservancy
LeGray, William & Carol
Leugers, Joseph & Kimberly
Leugers, Tom & Diane
Leugers, William & Lynda
Leupp, Skip & Liz
Levin, Sheldon & Judy
Lindo, Marcie & Steve
Linton, Merrill & Andrew Armatas
Malcoun, Ray & Penny
Martin, William & Karen
Martineau, Steve & Deb
Maximovich, Jane & Alex
McConnell, Elizabeth & Craig
McKenna, Charles & Dorene
McNamara, Scott & Laurie
Meeker, George & Cindy
Meeker, Peggy
Mileham, Richard & Lynne
Mogle, Jim & Nancy
Moon, Jeff & Josselyn Moore
Moose, Preston & Colleen
Motlow, Lyn
Noonan, Bob & Cathy
O'Donnell, Mike & Jan Garfinkle
Passarelli, Charles & Yvonne
Pavelka, Tom & Linda
Peterson, Shirley
Pfennig, Thomas & Christine
Piche, Robert & Nancy
Podeszwa, David & Ann
Popa, John & Gayle
Popa, Thad & Nancy
Prewitt, George & Judy
Prugh, Clayton & Eleanor
Reeves, David & Sally
Reeves, Fred & Nancy
Reid, Jennifer & Gale Holcomb
Rink, Bernard
Risbridger, Robert & Bonny
Riverside Inn
Rohs, Thomas & Margaret
Rollings, Mary Beth & Al
Rothermel, Mike & Laura
Samples, Sally & Teddy
Sanborn, Jeff & Kay Johnston
Schaffer, John & Karen
Schlabach, Judy & Karl
Sehnert, Paul & Cathy
Sibthorp, Colleen
Sikes, Page
Smith, Mark & Marjory
St. Clair, Larry & Beverly
Stann, Ken & Lisa
Stanton, Terry & Donna
Stoller, John & Marjorie
Stricof, Daniel & Debra
Strietmann, George & Linda
Takayama, Phyllis
Talbott, Judith & Ron Paczkowski
Taylor, Pete & Mary
Thompson, Richard & Sera
Treter, John & Leslie
Trumbull, Tom & Sue
Twomey, Gary & Kathy
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Walter, Galen & Julia
Watkins, John & Shelley
Watkins, Warren & Ann
Weadick, Mark & Lisa
Weaver, Alice
Weertz, Margaret & Anestis (Tasso) Teftsis
Weidenaar, Bernard & Janice
Wetters, Carol
Williams, Brian & Linda Fisher-Williams
Williams, Dennis & Suzanne
Woods, Kathie
Woods, Randy & Joan
Woolsey, Ed & Karen
Wooton, Roger & Linda
Wunderlich, Wayne & Dorothy
Wysor, Jim & Kit
Yeiser, Michael & Sharon
Zimmer, Gordon & Sharon

Runabout: 37

Beers, Royce & Margie
Bogley, Gil & Anne
Elder, Joan
Finke III, Harry
Fitzpatrick, John & Elizabeth
Gallini, Marc & Linda
Gottschalk, Jack & Nancy
Green, Jeff & Susan
Hacker, Charles & Kandi
Kacin, James & Cynthia
Kaltenbach, Dave & Linda
Kaufman, Charles & Karen
Kirby, Alan & Susan
Krause, Barbara
Lipnor, Debbie & Bill
Long, William R. & Sharon
MacKenzie, Rob & Maria Battle
McCallister, Ben & Betsy
McNamara, John & Nancy
Miller, Jim & Pattie
Palmer, Jerry & Rita
Plamondon, Guy & Anneke Wegman
Rea, Polly
Rohs, Doug & Ellen
Schoeneberger, Thomas & Suzanne
Shoaff, Thomas & Eunice
Stander Marine / Andrew Stander &
Terri StanderGibson
Stephanic, Betsy & Don
Stogsdill, Don & Tricia
Swallow, Wayne & Pat
Sweeney, Dan & Nancy
Vermeulen, Robert
Webb, Larry & Marcia
Wheeler, Gil
Winston, Stuart & Nancy
Zink, George & Kathleen
Zink, John & Mary

Total: 371
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Michigan Shoreland Stewards

According to the National Lake Assessment, the biggest threat
to our nation’s inland lakes is the loss of lakeshore habitat. The
Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership (MNSP) is tackling
this problem through promotion and implementation of lakefriendly landscaping and erosion control. The MNSP has
developed an educational tool called the Michigan Shoreland
Stewards Program. It is a voluntary web-based survey
designed to:
• Encourage property owners to use natural shoreland
landscaping techniques
• Provide recognition for property owners who use these
practices to protect their lake
• Provide educational resources to help property owners in
managing their property for a healthy lake
How does the survey work?
The survey asks questions related to management practices in
each of the four sections of a shoreland property: upland,
buffer, shoreline and lake (see diagram below). Responses to
the questions are rated to determine the shoreland steward
recognition level. A gold, silver, bronze or starter level rating
can be achieved. The survey program provides a certificate of
recognition for the first three levels. Stewards then have the
option to purchase a sign to display their level of participation.
Check out the MNSP website for more information
www.mishorelandstewards.org

THANK YOU
Amber Sands Resort
Bluebird of Leland
Boskydel Vineyards
DeWeese Hardware
Harleys Inc.
Korson Creative
Lake Leelanau Narrows Yacht Club

Call or send a text to

231-866-1287

... or an email to
love.lk.lnau@gmail.com
Boater Safety Class Offered

The Leelanau County Sheriff’s Department is offering a Boater
Safety Class for boaters who will be at least 12 years old by the
end of the boating season.
The class will be held on
Saturday, June 24, 2017 from 8:30am to 5:00pm
at the Leelanau County Court House on E. Government Center
Drive in Suttons Bay. Registration will start promptly at 8:30
am and class will begin immediately after.
There is no charge for the course, and the only requirement is
that participants come with a positive attitude and a desire to
be a safe boater. Adults are also welcome.
Bring a sack lunch and a water bottle. Course materials will be
provided and there is no fee to attend.
Remember, only those persons born on or before December 31, 1978,
may operate a Personal Watercraft legally without restrictions. All
others must obtain and carry a Boater Safety Certificate.

to the following businesses who show
their love of the lake through membership

Lake Leelanau RV Park
Leelanau Conservancy
Leelanau Enterprise
Riverside Inn
Stander Marine
Timberlee Property Owners
Whaleback Inn

If you are a member of the LLLA and your business isn’t listed here, please let us know so we can give you the recognition you deserve!
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Wayne’s World
by Wayne Swallow

Water Quality Consultant
Merganser Spotters Needed!

Our swimmers itch program
includes an important control component for 2017. Freshwater Solutions, (FWS) will be trapping and
removing mergansers from North
and South Lake Leelanau this
summer. To accomplish this task we will need spotters to watch for, and report on merganser broods.
As
a
preview
examine the
two photos
at left here.
The
top
picture is a
f e m a l e
common
merganser
and chicks.
The bottom
picture is a
female mallard
and
c h i c k s .
Note
the
distinguishing differe n c e s
between the
female merganser and the mallard. Color especially
is different, along with the crest on the female
merganser’s head. FWS wants to avoid errors with
bird identification, as false reports will cause them to
waste nearly an entire day of field work. If you are
willing to volunteer please contact Wayne Swallow
at 231-649-2087 or leelanaubound@gmail.com. A
short training session will be required. Please indicate your address.

Thanks in advance for your help!!!
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Locating Common Merganser Nesting Trees

If you have had a mated pair of common mergansers hanging around your lake front this May and
June, there
is likely a
common
merganser
nest near
y o u r
cottage or
home.
If
you have
routinely
observed a
pair of
mergansers (as shown here) please contact Wayne
Swallow
at
231-649-2087
or
leelanaubound@gmail.com to provide Wayne your
address. Our hope is to locate these nests after nesting season, and plug them before next nesting
season. See more on page 13 under Glen Lake.
Some preliminary search work was completed this
spring with the aid of a drone provided by Zerogravity, LLC. The company piloted its drone for a 1
½ hour flight on Robinsons Bay, and the triangle
piece of land formed by the intersection of highways M204 and M22, just south of Leland. Several
possible nest holes were discovered, which are periodically being observed to determine if one of them
may house a merganser nest.

Mergansers nest in existing holes in dead or dying trees. Their
nests can be 30 or more feet off the ground, and hard to locate.
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Enjoy Your Summer

”Swim Safe” to Avoid Swimmers Itch and
Report Swimmers Itch Cases If you Do
As summer approaches Lake Leelanau vacationers
will be venturing into the water. Several articles in
this newsletter will inform you about swimmers
itch, and what LLLA is doing to combat it. However, there are things you can do to minimize your
chances of getting swimmers itch. Here are some
suggestions that you are able to control:
• Avoid swimming when the wind is on shore
• Avoid early morning swimming, especially
in shallow near-shore areas
• Swim in deeper water
• Limit your time in the water.
If you do get swimmers itch, make sure to report
your case to our database. Tracking the number of
swimmers itch (SI) cases in Lake Leelanau is an
important metric for tracking the magnitude of SI
and progress towards reducing it. This year we’ve
made it easy for you to report by providing cell
phone reporting.
Copy this address into your cell phone, and use it as
needed to make a report:
http://llla-sirpt.questionpro.com.
You may also still go to our website
http://lakeleelanau.org/swimmers-itch
It is your reports on South Lake that allowed us to
determine where to sample for water and snails this
year (see more that follows).

Sunset taken from Sunset Shores on North Lake Leelanau
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Swimmers Itch Program Adds
Important Control Mode
LLLA’s swimmers itch (SI) program was transformed
over the winter months. Readers are encouraged to
review last fall and this spring’s newsletters on the
outcome of 2016 efforts and tentative plans for 2017.
Only summary items are mentioned in this article.
Recall that we retained Swimmers Itch Control
(SICON) as our contractor in 2016. SICON dissolved
over the winter, and the principles formed two different companies. Curt Blankespoor formed Swimmers
Itch Solutions, LLC, and Ron Reimink formed Freshwater Solutions, LLC (FWS).
LLLA hired FWS to conduct its SI program in 2017.
Our costs this year are down considerably from a
projected 2017 cost of over $160,000.
Our
(associations) cost this year will be $37,074 thanks to
our participation with Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership (MiSIP) through which we have obtained
$35,500 of state funding.
FWS contracted to perform control activities and
research on Glen Lake, Lime Lake and Lake Leelanau. FWS will trap and remove merganser broods
in North Lake and South Lake. On South Lake FWS
will conduct a water sampling program and snail
survey. There is some uncertainty of the bird species
and snail that are the primary carriers of the SI parasite on South Lake. Reports of SI incidents on South
Lake do occur, but not nearly to the extent of reports
from North Lake. Yet, SI remains an issue on South
Lake, because occasional reports of severe cases do
come in. Common mergansers are present on South
Lake, but the snail (Stagnicola emarginatus) associated with the merganser is only present in limited
numbers. While FWS will be trapping the mergansers from South Lake, we believe SI is caused by
some other waterfowl/snail combination. The water
sampling program and snail survey will help LLLA
develop a better informed approach to addressing SI
on South Lake.

Please report Swimmers Itch!
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Glen Lake To Receive Training for Control
Aspects of Swimmers Itch
FWS’s work on Glen Lake is considerably more
intensive than Lake Leelanau. Glen Lake decided to
take the lead for local lake associations to create a
local resource for the control aspects for SI. FWS will
train two Glen Lake biologists to capture common
merganser. In the future Glen Lake Association can
contract to other lake associations to capture mergansers (at much lower costs) as well as train other lake
associations if they would like to form their own
teams.
FWS will also train Glen Lake biologists on the technique for water sampling for determining presence of
SI, known technically as quantitative polymerase
chain reaction (qPCR) analysis. The qPCR technique
is new to the SI arena. It actually measures the
number of cercariae (SI causing parasites) in the
water. It is similar to the sampling for E. coli to monitor the safety of our beaches that many folks are
familiar with.
QPCR was used last year for the first time in Michigan. Part of the Glen Lake study will initially determine what factors go into collecting a valid (and
reproducible) sample. We believe this technique will
be superior to determining snail infection rates. Snail
infection rates require samplers to collect at least 200
snails at each location, place them in individual cups,
and examine each cup to determine if cercariea have
been shed by the snail. If a snail sheds cercariae, it is
counted as infected. Two infected snails out of 200
collected would represent a 1.0% infection rate. Snail
density has also been added to the calculation to yield
a SI severity index. This process is very labor
intensive and requires specific expertise on snail

classification and parasite identification.
The qPCR sampling is significantly easier. Fifty
(50) liters of water are filtered through a fine mess
net and preserved in alcohol. The sample is then
analyzed in a small (relatively inexpensive) laboratory instrument. The results are expressed at
number of cercariae per liter of water. Glen Lake
biologists will be trained on the field and laboratory techniques involved with this new method.
Costs of this approach will be determined through
this summer’s work, and is expected to be much
cheaper than snail infection rate.
FWS and Glen Lake crews are also locating merganser nests. This research is premised on the
hypothesis that the number of available nest trees
on any given lake limits the population of common
mergansers present on that lake. Mergansers
make their nest is tree cavities. FWS and Glen
Lake crews have launched an intensive program to
locate merganser nesting trees, record the activity
of the nesting birds with trail cameras, and close
the nests off once the chicks hatch and move to the
lake. The broods from each nest will be captured
and relocated to Lake Michigan at a Michigan DNR
approved location. The female merganser will be
banded to determine if she returns to the Glen
Lake. If she is unable to nest in the 2017 nest tree,
what will she do? Will she try to find another nest
tree on Glen Lake or move to another lake to find a
suitable nest tree? It is hypothesized that she will
not nest, but move to another lake.
If this technique is proven to work, LLLA will
likely implement it more fully in 2018. It will take
more effort than we have put into it this year.

Seeking Webmaster

Lake Leelanau Lake Association is seeking a new webmaster to maintain its website at
lakeleelanau.org as well as its associated Facebook site. This job will not require any website building
expertise, as the site is already built and functioning well. If you have a working knowledge of WordPress, and if you have the time and inclination to help this great organization, then please contact Nick
Fleezanis at drnick9744@yahoo.com or Wayne Swallow at leelanaubound@gmail.com.
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From Vice President
Jeff Sanborn

Welcome to Summer and our
beautiful Lake Leelanau - For the
past several years I was the South
lake water quality technician, testing
for water clarity, dissolved oxygen,
chlorophyll, phosphorus, and various depth temperatures. I have
passed this on and am now working to see what species of invasive plants we have in the lake. We are
fortunate that the combined lake systems are very
clear and have, for the most part, a sandy bottom.
However, this clarity can be a hindrance as the clarity
allows sunlight to penetrate several feet into the
water which of course plants need to grow. I will be
starting in the South Lake at several landing sites.
This project will take a couple of years as invasive
plants grow on and under the whole lake system, not
just at landing sites.The process is labor intensive
and takes several hours at each site to complete.
Invasive plants are introduced to the lake from
several sources, the most prevalent being unwashed
boats and trailers. Boats and trailers pick up plant
parts when launching and retrieval, not just from

Elizabeth Czarapala

here but also from other lakes and streams. Boats and
trailers need to be rinsed after each use to remove
these plant parts but away from the launch ramp, as
the plant parts can be rinsed off and then float down
into the water and then can actually grow into a full
plant. To combat any milfoil you see, get in touch
with me or Wayne Swallow and I/we will investigate.
This Summer, we, the LLLA, will be working with
the Benzie County Aquatic Invasive Plant Program
and will have at two sites a rather fancy and large
boat and trailer steam power washer. I hope to have
these locations settled before the full rush of Summer
but... the problem with this cleaning system is that it
takes up a couple or more parking sites and you all
know how busy the launch sites can be. Never the
less, we are going to try to get out the information of
invasive species and their connection with boats and
trailers.
Please take a few minutes to read about Eurasian
Water Milfoil on the following page.
If you have any questions about this or anything at all
regarding the Lake, please get a hold of me and if I
cannot answer your inquiry, I will find someone who
can.

Barry A. Rice, TNC

Robert H. Mohlenbrock

Alison Fox

Robert L. Johnson

Examples of Eurasian Water Milfoil
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Eurasian Water Milfoil
Myriophyllum spicatum

Habit: Submergent aquatic perennial; commonly ranges
from 3-10 ft in length but may reach 33 ft; forms dense
mats.
Leaves: Submerged, feather-like, 4-5 leaves with 9-21
threadlike pairs of leaflets whorled around stem at each
node; bright green; limp when out of water.
Stems: Thick near the base; becoming more slender and
branching near the water surface; usually 3-10 ft long.
Flowers: Inconspicuous yellow four-parted; flower
spikes rise 2-4 inches above water surface.
Fruits/Seeds: Fruit is a hard capsule with 4 seeds.
Habitat: Found throughout Midwestern ponds and
lakes in 3-12 ft of water, prefers disturbed shorelines and
nutrient rich waters.
Reproduction: Vegetatively by fragmentation and creeping runners; seeds viable with not an important dispersal mechanism; unlike many aquatic plants, it does not
produce turions (winter buds).
Similar species: Although many aquatic plants look
similar superficially, Eurasian water milfoil is unique in
having whorled, pinnately compound leaves with 12-20
leaflets on each side. It most closely resembles northern
water milfoil (Myriophyllum exalbescens) which has
only 7-11 pairs of leaflets, remains rigid out of water and
forms turions.
Comments: Native to Eurasia. This species is listed as a
restricted noxious weed by the Michigan Department of
Agriculture; Eurasian milfoil begins to photosynthesize
and grow prolifically in early spring, allowing it to
dominate an area and limit light available to other
aquatic life.
Monitoring & rapid response: Monitor water bodies for
new colonies. Public education and prevention is critical. Reduce nutrient enrichment where possible; hand
pull or rake out colonies, removing all fragments;
biological control with native herbivorous weevil
(Eurhychiopsis lecontei) shows promise; herbicides
show mixed results; check current research - treatment
rapidly evolving. Permits are usually required for
herbicide use in water bodies and wetlands. For information see MDEQ’s Aquatic Nuisance Control website
at www.michigan.gov/deqinlandlakes
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Leland Women’s Civic Club

HOME TOUR
2017
August 9, 2017
10am - 4pm
$25 per ticket
Ticket Sales

Lynn Dunn • 256-9082
Haystacks Leland • 256-9730
Leelanau Books • 256-7111
At Home Suttons Bay • 271-4664

For The Benefit of the
Leelanau County High School
Women’s Scholarship Fund
Painting by Katherine Roberts
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Lake Leelanau Lake Association
P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123

Mission Statement

As a volunteer organization, our
efforts are directed towards maintaining and improving the waters of Lake
Leelanau and its watershed for all to enjoy. We do
this by educating our members and the public at
large through a variety of activities. We also
participate in township, county and state planning and development proposals that may affect
the quality of the lake and its watershed. We are
here to serve the Lake Leelanau riparian owners,
businesses, anglers and users and we welcome
the involvement of interested people or groups.

Details
Inside!

Follow us on Facebook!

