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Mission
Statement

As a volunteer organization,
our efforts are directed
towards maintaining and
improving the waters of
Lake Leelanau and its watershed for all to enjoy. We do
this by educating our members and the public at large
through a variety of activities. We also participate in
township, county and state
planning and development
proposals that may affect the
quality of the lake and its
watershed. We are here to
serve the Lake Leelanau
riparian owners, businesses,
anglers and users and we
welcome the involvement of
interested people or groups.
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the year’s last,
loveliest smile.
-William
Cullen
Bryant
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President’s Letter
by Nick Fleezanis

The Lake Association has
had an extremely productive year and look forward to an even
more productive year to come. Thanks to
the dedication of all of our board members many projects had been completed
and others begun. I truly believe our
visibility in the communities we serve has
increased, as has our membership.

Our affiliation with organizations such as the Michigan
Swimmers Itch Partnership, Leelanau Clean Water, The
Leelanau Conservancy, The Glen Lake Association, Leelanau County Commissioners, Leland Township Trustees,
Crystal Lake and Lime Lake Associations, Fresh Water
Solutions have made us a stronger organization and better
equipped to pursue our mission.
As an organization, we have taken a strong position in
favor of some type of a septic ordinance within Leelanau
county. In order to protect our lake and water shed, it is
time that some kind of septic improvement process is
instituted. It will take the involvement of all of our members to make it clear to county government that the time
has come to safeguard the lake we love for future generations. I would ask that each of us contact your county
commissioner and ask for their support of a fair and equitable county-wide septic ordinance.
I wish to extend my thanks to all the businesses that have
been and have become members of the lake association.
Your commitment to water quality strengthens the lake
association’s efforts to keep Lake Leelanau the treasure
that we all love and enjoy.
Thanks to the efforts of our lake biologist, Wayne Swallow,
and Patrice Korson our Land Owners Hand Book will be
revised and updated for distribution this coming spring.
It is my plan that we distribute the Hand Book door to
door to each riparian and business. If you would like to
assist us in this distribution effort, please contact a board
member or me.
Look for us in next years Fourth of July parade in Leland!
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Lake Leelanau Community
Connection Initiative:
Your Photos Needed!
by Steve Lindo

If you were out and about in the villages and parks
near Lake Leelanau during July and August, you
may recall seeing one or more of these eye-catching
signs, which were placed in front
of, or near, some of the area’s
most frequented locations. You
may even have taken one of the
free magnets home, stuck it on
your fridge, and sent a text message to the phone number on the
sign. What you may not have
known is that these signs and
magnets were part of a new
LLLA initiative to increase
awareness
among
Lake
Leelanau’s summer visitors of
the commitment and dedication
contributed by LLLA volunteers
to preserving the beauty, health
and recreational pleasures of
Lake Leelanau. During the
summer, more than 700 magnets
were taken by lake-lovers.
Here are a few of the messages we received:

“I love Lake Leelanau”
“We love Lake Leelanau, thanks
for your care”
“Love our lake, best one in
Northern Michigan”
“Vacationing in Leland for 30+yrs, love
the old towns & lakes, take care of this
gem”
“I love LL, best place on earth, makes me
feel like a kid inside, best place ever.”
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This initiative counted on the support of a long list of
area businesses, who graciously allowed us to place
signs on their property and replenish the magnets as
quickly as they were taken. The businesses that
agreed to participate were:
• The Bluebird Inn
• Blue Moon Ice Cream Shop
• Boathouse Vineyards
• Bunek's Hardware
• Buntings Cedar Market
• Cedar Gas Station
• Cedar Hardware
• Community Chiropractic
• Korson Creative
• Lake Leelanau BP
• LL Narrows Yacht Club
• Lake Leelanau RV Resort
• Leelanau Peninsula Chamber
• Leelanau Pines RV Resort
• Leland Lodge
• Leland Township Library
• NJ's Grocery
• Pedaling Beans Coffeehouse
• Lisa Siddall DDS
• Stander Marine
• Trish's Dishes
• Westwind Resort
• Whaleback Inn
In order to carry this initiative forward, next year
we’re going to commission a new magnet and
expand the number of locations where the signs will
be displayed. For this WE WANT YOUR HELP! The
photograph of Lake Leelanau featured on next year’s
magnet will be chosen from among this year’s
summer photos submitted by our members.
Members of the LLLA committee will vote to decide
which of the photos we receive is chosen for the 2018
magnet. The winning photo will be featured in our
spring newsletter.

Send your favorite 2017 summer photos
of Lake Leelanau (by Jan. 15, 2018) to

love.lk.lnau@gmail.com
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Lake Level Sensors
by John Popa, PE

The new instruments have been
gathering data for about nine
months, and they are working
fine. There are three of them…
one each at Birch Point, the Narrows and at the Dam. They are
very helpful in providing data for
the dam operator to maintain
proper court ordered lake levels. The instruments
also have a permanent history that is very useful for
comparison and trending.
Also, the electronic controls were upgraded at the
dam. The old controls failed and were obsolete.
The new controls are state-of-the art and have much
potential in providing additional data pertaining to
water flow, automation and gate positions.

On a new note, we have established a Lake Level
Committee…and we need volunteers. There is a lot of
busy work maintaining and monitoring these sensors.
The ultimate purpose of installing these sensors
was/is to provide the County with information
pertaining to the water level of the entire lake. The
recordings will provide hard data as to fluctuations
and maintenance of the water level, and possibly
future changes to water level control if needed.
The committee has only met once, and the action list is
long. There are needs to: maintain sensors, calibrate,
take manual readings, put info on the website, establish alerts, install wiring, keep records, address alarms,
etc. These are expensive instruments that provide
valuable data and now the Lake Association has to put
them to good use. It is a very interesting and worthwhile effort. If any of you would like to serve on this
committee, please contact me at 231-947-1088 or Nick
Fleezanis at 313-418-8248.

John Popa and Ric Thompson ... sensor at the Narrows
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From Vice President
Jeff Sanborn

I’m writing this article just after
returning from a really nice pontoon
ride - quite frankly, only one of a few
this year. The weather has not been
the best but this month, September,
wow, the temperature has been high
and the wind has been less than all
the Summer before. Oh well, welcome to Northern Michigan. I did make it up the
Cedar River (Victoria Creek to you old timers) - it
took just over 45 minutes at a "No Wake" speed to get
to the Cedar village pavilion. If you have never been
up or if it has been a long time, please make the trip
- it is worth the time. I did post some pics on the
facebook page.
For you people who did not attend either the annual
meeting or the Legacy event, many things have been
happening around here. I think I have my figure
correct - there were 55 Mergansers taken off the lake
this year, mostly from the North lake. This means
that there will be less (we hope) Mergansers next
year. This also means less Swimmers Itch (we hope)
next year. More on this in Wayne's article (see page
8). We have started a drone survey of the lake shoreline to help identify areas of concern regarding invasive plant species, Merganser nests, Cladophera
areas, and mats of indigenious plants that could
become problems if they grow too wide.
My concern this year was looking for plant invasive
species. So far, no real concern where I live, the
extreme south east corner of the South lake, but
every now and then a small piece of Eursian Watermillfoil will come floating up to my dock area.
Where it comes from I have no idea. I have sampled
five landing areas this year with no plant invasives
spotted. Obviously I could have missed sampling
them but I took several transects.
I also just came back from the MSIP (Michigan Swimmers Itch Partnership) conference and wow, was
there a lot of information! But the point I’d like to
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make is this... there are SO many people who would
not come to our lake if the swimmers itch made it so
that they could not swim and enjoy the experience.
So, speaking to all the businesses around our lake(s)
that enjoy the economy associated with tourist and
summer resident traffic... people come to our area
BECAUSE the waters are basically clean and swimmable. The businesses need to come together and
help us, the LLLA, with contributions to combat this
problem.
Anyway, overall, it has been a good year. Working
with Nick and the rest of the crew is quite an experience. I would hope that more members would step
forward and become involved with Water Quality.
Bear in mind, it is a commitment and requires you be
here for most.... MOST of the Summer from the
beginning of May to after Labor Day. Also, we need
more members involved with the Board. For one, I
will be needing a Vice President this coming year as
Nick is stepping down after a great run. Luckily, he
will be around as Past President to help me out.
Become involved!!

Newsletter Update
by Patrice Korson

Hello! My name is Patrice Korson
and I’m handling the LLLA newsletters, including the one in your hands!
I’m a native of Leelanau County and
am so grateful to be able to make this
lovely area my home.
I work from my office in the village of
Lake Leelanau, where in addition to graphic design
work, I’m a screenprinter (think of your favorite cozy
sweatshirt) and promotional products distributor.
As I put together the newsletter, I’m always open to
hearing from the readers and members of the LLLA.
Let me know if you have any comments on how I can
improve my work. Additionally, I would be happy
to see your photos of life on the lake, and may occasionally ask your permission to use them in a future
publication. I can be reached by phone 231-944-2000
or email KorsonCreative@gmail.com.
Happy Leelanau Fall, everyone.
5

Water Quality Report
by Hugh Farber
Overall Lake Leelanau continues to
be in "good" shape, and our goal is to
keep and improve this condition.
There are some concerns that warrant protective efforts. The comprehensive report from our lake biologist, Wayne Swallow, covers the
technical work eg sampling, swimmers itch, etc,
being conducted on this lake and the issues being
addressed (see page 8).
We also continue to work with the Leelanau clean
Water (LCW) group, with the present emphasis
oriented towards septic tank inspections. The concern is that ground, stream and runoff water feeding
Lake Leelanau might hasten growth of undesirable
vegetation, algae and potential eutrophication.
Observed algae includes cladophora, a green filmy
growth and the golden brown bottom algae. Some
increased algae growth has been observed near parts
of the shoreline which could be related to ground
water with excess nutrient from fertilizer use and
septic tank releases or natural causes. We continue to
work with LCW members to address this issue. You
can follow this septic tank effort on the county website including commissioner meeting minutes. A
workable county ordinance to address this concern is
the goal. We will continue to follow this issue to help
ensure continued health of this lake and the users,
including those with wells supplying household
water.
We continue to urge all users to notify the LLLA of
water quality concerns based on their personal
observations. This can be the best way to identify
potential issues to be managed at an early stage.
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Webmaster Update
by David Baty

Hello! My name is David Baty and I’m the new
webmaster for the LLLA. I’m glad for this opportunity to be more involved with the association. I
don’t live in the Leelanau area (yet) but I’ve been
visiting regularly since the late 90’s.
The website was updated over the summer and my
goal is to continue to make the website more user
friendly. I am also working to upgrade the
association’s membership management and
improve the content on the website and in the
e-mail blasts. I’m always open to suggestions and
comments – the best way to reach me is by email to
david@lakeleelanau.org.

Fisheries Report

MDNR 2015 Fisheries Report now Available
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(MDNR) has finished its analysis of its 2015 South
Lake Leelanau (SLL) Fisheries survey, and documented the results in a summary report. The report
summarizes the history of fish stocking in SLL
along with prior years’ survey results.
The MDNR used netting (June 15-18), seining (July
1), and nighttime electrofishing (July 8) for its
study. The agency collected a total of 16,966 fish
representing 24 species. The most abundant by
number was the mimic shine (13,369) and by
weight was the longnose gar (474.2 pounds). Good
populations of sport fish collected included walleye, smallmouth bass, yellow perch, northern pike,
and rock bass. However, the average growth rates
for some of the sought-after species (smallmouth
bass, yellow perch, northern pike, and walleye) are
below the state average. While there is a healthy
forage base, the MDNR believes the competition
among the top predators for food and habitat may
be the reason for the below state average growth
rates. The walleye population continues to have
good natural reproduction.
The report can be
found
at
the
following
link:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/SFR
2016-228_578693_7.pdf
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Kid’s Fishing Day
2017

The 13th Annual Kid’s Fishing Day
was held on Sunday, June 23rd and
once again, it was a huge success.
Lots of fish were caught and the
display of native critters was a hit
with kids of all ages. The LLLA
provided a free meal of hotdogs,
chips & pop. These photos tell the
story, with plenty of smiles.

Photos by:
Cindy Kacin
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Wayne’s World
by Wayne Swallow

Water Quality Consultant
Water Sampling Completed

Our thanks go out to our cadre of
volunteers who performed water
sampling on North and South Lake
Leelanau this summer. They include
Jeff Green, Wayne Wunderlich, Ray
Malcoun, George Prewitt, Jeff Sanborn, Nancy Beights, and Chuck Haag. All the
samples and data have been turned into the
MiCorps organization. Watch for analysis of the
data in the next newsletter, or perhaps our website.
Do you want to join our group on the South Lake?
We need two volunteers who are here by Mid-April
with a boat available to collect the first sample.
Weekly sampling starts in Mid-May and continues
through Mid-September. Weekly sampling takes 5 –
30 minutes plus the running time to the sample site,
northeast of the Leelanau Pines Camp Ground.
Training will be provided. Contact Wayne Swallow
at leelanaubound@gmail.com if you’re interested.

Is Your Beach Bottom Covered With YellowGreen Crud?

We have received calls for the last several years
about a yellow-green film growing on the bottom of
the lake. This growth seemed more prominent on
North Lake, especially on the eastern shoreline. It is
a covering of an algae group known as diatoms. This
year LLLA collaborated with Three Lakes Association in sampling to determine the probable cause of
this growth. Jeff Green and John Fitzpatrick volunteered to conduct the sampling. Watch for more
information in upcoming newsletters.

Aerial Survey Completed on Lake Leelanau

LLLA contracted with Zerogravity to photograph
the shoreline and shoals of North and South Lake
Leelanau. The survey was to document shoreline
characteristics (greenbelts, natural, rip-rap, seawall,
etc), invasive species, presence of Cladaphora
(indication of septic tank issues / lawn fertilization),
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erosion, sandbars (navigation), aquatic plant beds
(fish cover), etc. The field work was just completed.
Watch for more information in the next newsletter.

SWIMMERS’ ITCH PROGRAM NOTES

We made significant progress this summer in terms
of reducing swimmers’ itch potential for 2018. The
analyses and interpretation of the data are still in
process. A final report will be prepared and more
complete information will follow in the next newsletter or posted on our website if we get it before the
newsletter is issued. Following are some bullet
points on accomplishments and things we have
learned from this summer’s work and study. It
should be stressed that these are very preliminary
so the statements remain tentative, until all data
have been analyzed and final report prepared.
Some activities and “learning” came from the work
Freshwater Solutions (FWS) performed on Glen
Lake and Lime Lake in addition to Lake Leelanau.
• Four common merganser broods (3 hens and 45
chicks) were removed from North Lake Leelanau
(NLL). No mergansers were found on South Lake
Leelanau (SLL). Many thanks go to our spotters:
Karen Shaeffer, Susan Deye, James Ganley, Barb
Krause, Paige Sikes, Jim Grogan, Molly Barbee,
Harold Borden, David Hunter, Bill Dennier, and
Tom Angus. Thanks also to anyone I may have
missed.
• When FWS was trying to trap one of these broods,
someone fired a rifle from shore at the female of the
brood. The shot was so close to FWS biologist that
they could see the bullet ricochet off the water. This
was extremely dangerous and irresponsible.
If
anyone sees such activity they should report it
promptly to the sheriff. Beyond the human safety
aspect, such activity sets back our swimmers’ itch
program. FWS observed a wounded male merganser on the lake. He was there all summer, and likely
contributing to the parasite load on the lake.
• FWS attached geolocator tags to two of the hen
mergansers that were trapped and removed. The
geolocator tags record the location of the bird
throughout the day, and whether it’s is in a light or
dark environment. The latter measure can tell when
the female is incubating her eggs.
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Research shows that female mergansers use the same
nest tree from year to year. We hope to trap these two
mergansers in 2018, remove and record the information from the geolocator tags, which should show us
the location of her nest tree. We can then block off the
nest next fall and prevent those two females from
nesting on North Lake Leelanau. Therefore, it is
important that hunters DO NOT shoot mergansers
this fall.
• As a reminder, mergansers use
tree cavities made by woodpeckers or rotted out portions as nest
cavities. FWS made a concentrated effort on Lime and Glen
Lakes to find these nest cavities
with daily observations of hens
and assistance from aerial
drones. After significant effort
they were able to identify one
probable nest tree on Lime Lake
and five on Glen Lake.
• Glen Lake biologists formed a
merganser trapping team and
were trained by FWS. They will
offer services to Lake Leelanau
as needed. Costs will be much
reduced over consultant prices.
• Did you know that merganser
chicks become infected with
swimmers’ itch parasites after about four weeks of
age, and are 10 to 100 times more highly infected than
adults? This is why it is important to trap the broods
as quickly as possible. Because of the diligence of our
spotters and the work of FWS we removed broods
quickly. Consequently we expect to see less swimmers’ itch on NLL in 2018.
• Water samples were taken at eight locations on both
NLL and SLL to measure the concentration of
cercariae (swimmers’ itch parasite) in the water. A
long-established technology, qPCR (quantitative
polymerase chain reaction), has recently expanded to
swimmers’ itch work. The readings provide us the
actual concentration of swimmers’ itch parasite in
the water. While this information will represent last
summers’ conditions, in the future samples can be
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analyzed with a quick turn-around time to enable us
measure of swimmers itch for a given day if sampled
in the morning.
• QPCR technology also allows us to answer some
basic biology questions about swimmers’ itch. For
example, I hear many folks talk about getting swimmers’ itch from stirring up the bottom when installi
ing boat docks. Guess what? Preliminary data show
the highest concentration of
cercariae is near the surface of
the water, not in the bottom
sediments. A sampling program conducted at discrete time
intervals during the day shows
morning hours have the highest
concentration
of
cercariea.
Again this is preliminary data,
and also does not mean you
can’t get swimmers’ itch in the
afternoon.
• A study was conducted on
copper sulfate treatment for
control of swimmers’ itch.
LLLA does not endorse this
technique, even though it is
allowed by MDEQ. However,
we saw this treatment as an
opportunity to document the
technique effectiveness. In fact
MDEQ added significant new requirements to the
permit application. Several additional parameters
were added to our basic sampling to fulfill MDEQ
permit requirements. It is hoped that the study will
shed some light on the effectiveness of this method
for control of swimmers’ itch. Analysis of the data is
still on-going, and will be reported when the report is
complete.
• We noted above that no mergansers were observed
or trapped from SLL during the summer. FWS
focused SLL on bird and snail surveys along with
qPCR sampling. We hope to try to learn what waterfowl and snail may be contributing to swimmers itch
on SLL. We had 15 swimmer’s itch reports on SLL,
with half of them coming from the Solon Township
Park area. A parasite tentatively identified with the
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qPCR sampling is associated with mallards. Again
we stress this is preliminary, and more study is
needed to confirm this finding. However, we’ve had
continued complaints in this area of the lake about
riparians feeding mallards. This practice creates an
unhealthy swimming environment, fertilizes the
water – increasing algae growth, and now possibly
also contributes to swimmers itch. So we encourage
you to be good neighbor and protective grandparent…. PLEASE DON’T FEED THE MALLARDS.
• MiSIP is working with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources to develop a new program which
will allow lake associations to get permits for removing mergansers for swimmers itch control. Permitting has been a hurdle in the past, and we hope this
new program will make the approval and administrative process much simpler. In addition to these
“negotiations”, MiSIP is also trying to expand four
additional areas (2 Eastern Michigan, 2 Western
Michigan) to transplant captured mergansers. With
Michigan’s legislature approval of the $250,000 for
MiSIP, Lake Leelanau is to receive $32,000 to help
with expenses for our swimmers’ itch program.
• We had a total of 85 reports of swimmers’ itch cases
to our website. North Lake had the highest reported
cases of 79, South Lake followed with 15, and the
Narrows had 3. You’ll note that the total, if these
numbers are added together is 97. This discrepancy
in numbers comes as a result of folks not completing
all the answers on the survey. We are in the process
of updating the swimmers’ itch location maps on our
website. A fuller discussion will be presented in the
next newsletter or on our website.

to the following businesses who show
their love of the lake through membership

Amber Sands Resort
Bluebird of Leland
Boskydel Vineyards
DeWeese Hardware
Harleys Inc.
Korson Creative
LL Narrows Yacht Club
Lake Leelanau RV Park
Leelanau Conservancy
Leelanau Enterprise
Riverside Inn
Stander Marine
Timberlee Property Owners
Whaleback Inn
If you are a member of the LLLA and your
business isn’t listed here, please let us know
so we can give you the recognition you deserve!
If you’re NOT a member but would like to be,
visit lakeleelanau.org or contact Barb at
bkobberstad@gmail.com

Membership Report
by Barb Kobberstad

Membership Reminders:
You will receive a membership
reminder when your membership is about to expire which is
always the same month every year. You may mail
your membership in using the envelope provided
or update your membership using PayPal.
On the membership envelope please:
• Only include mailing address(es). If you wish to
give us a local physical address that is not a mailing
address, please note it in the space for comments.
• Give us your email address for the latest updates.
• Write clearly so I get your information recorded
accurately.
• Volunteer! Especially needed are year-round residents who can help with Water Quality.
• Let us know that you would be willing to help
hand deliver the
new updated Lake
Leelanau Handbook
due out early next
summer.

updating of the database with current contact information about our members. All in all, Membership
is a big job and I am glad I have such amazing helpers!
In closing, let me urge you to ask your neighbors if
they are members of the Lake Leelanau Lake Association. If not, encourage them to join. It would be
great if everyone who lives on and enjoys Lake Leelanau became members of this organization,
because our sole purpose is to preserve and protect
our lake and its watershed!
Thank you for your support. Contact me, Barb
Kobberstad any time at bkobberstad@gmail.com.

Volunteer!
Get Involved!

Please log onto our
website
at
LakeLeelanau.org
and subscribe!
A big thank you to
Jessie Ray who has
been the pen behind
your thank you
notes for the past
year! Taking over
for Jessie is Page
Sikes. Thank you,
Page, for stepping
up! My other volunteer, Carol Wetters,
sends out the membership expiration
notices. In addition
to these tasks is my

St. Mary Church as seen from South Lake Leelanau
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Photo Credit: Cathy Wurm
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Lake Leelanau Lake Association
P.O. Box 123
Leland, MI 49654-0123

Follow us on Facebook!

