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A Letter from the President
by Tom Hiatt, President

Dear Friends of Lake Leelanau,

After a late wet spring, it was a
beautiful summer on Lake Leelanau. As you reflect on your
summer, I hope that it was filled
with many pleasant memories of
time on a boat or on your deck,
watching cloud formations or the sun rise over the
water, swimming, picnicking or perhaps sitting in
the shade listening to the birds. Our family did all of
these things, and the time we spent together in and
around Leland brought us all closer together.
Although I have served as the Association’s President only a few months, this past season has been
particularly momentous for your Association.
As you know, the primary focus of our Association is
to protect and to preserve the beauty and water quality of Lake Leelanau and its surrounding watershed.
As a small research-based nonprofit, we are concerned about organisms, large and small, which can
upend the delicate biology of our lake’s ecosystem,
or which interfere with our members’ ability to enjoy
the lake.

As we report extensively in this issue of our
newsletter, we have recently identified a
new and very serious threat to the health
and to our collective enjoyment of Lake
Leelanau: Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM),
the most invasive and troublesome aquatic
plant in North America. Left unchecked,
this weed will almost certainly grow rapidly and irreversibly change our lake’s ecosystem. It will make swimming unpleasant,
boating problematic and likely lead to a
reduction of property values.
The weed has created all of these problems and more
in lakes throughout the United States and Canada,
particularly in those where its growth has not been
checked.

Continued on page 11
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Eurasian Water Milfoil
North America’s Most
Invasive Aquatic Plant
Found in Lake Leelanau
by Brian Price,
Lake/Watershed Biologist

This past summer Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) was
found in significant amounts in South Lake Leelanau.
According to MSU Extension’s guide, this invasive
plant is known for its ability to “take over a lake,
crowding out native species and creating a recreational nightmare.”
Fragments of EWM were found near the south end of
Lake Leelanau in the summer of 2018, leading the
LLLA to conduct a search in the summer of 2019 to
locate the sources of EWM and to formulate a plan to
control its spread. In early July, EWM was found in
three locations in South Lake Leelanau.

Why Eurasian Water
Milfoil is a Major
Problem

EWM was accidentally introduced
to North America in the 1940s. Since
then the weed has spread to nearly
every state, becoming the most
important and widely managed
aquatic nuisance weed in the country.
Some of the reasons that this plant is
“public enemy number 1” include:
• EWM grows in extremely dense
beds, crowding out native species.
It grows so densely that birds are
occasionally seen walking on the emergent plant
stalks, swimmers become entangled, and boat props
are fouled with weeds.
• The plant produces viable seeds, plus it spreads
rapidly when fragments break off and then re-root in
new areas. Boats traveling through beds of EWM
typically break off fragments which are then transported and deposited in a new area.
• EWM grows well in sandy and soft sediments, typically in waters from 7-12 feet deep.
• EWM has the potential, if left unchecked, to “take
over” a lake. For example, in Lake George in New
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York, EWM increased from 15% to 95% of the lake’s
rooted plant community in just two years.
• EWM is capable of hybridizing with native watermilfoil (which is also present in Lake Leelanau). The
hybrids can be very aggressive and highly invasive,
and extremely resistant to traditional biological and
chemical control methods.
• Because it is such a dense and widespread nuisance
weed, EWM has the potential to severely affect boating and other recreational activities.
• When unchecked, EWM can and has become the
dominant rooted aquatic plant in many lakes in
North America. In such instances, it has caused
significant disruptions to the ecological balance of a
lake, adversely affecting both fish populations and
property values.
After finding EWM in three locations in Lake Leelanau early in July, an initial survey of the entire
perimeter of South Lake Leelanau was conducted in
waters ranging from 5-20 feet deep.
An additional eight infestations were
documented, bringing the total
number of known beds of EWM to
11. Most of these beds of EWM are
compact and dense and easily identified from a boat on calm days in late
summer, when the strands of milfoil
reach nearly to the surface of the
lake.
Based on this preliminary survey, we
estimate that EWM covers an area of
approximately ten acres in Lake Leelanau, with by far the largest concentration along the east side of the
south lake about 2-3.5 miles north of
the Bingham Boat Launch. (See map)
No Eurasian Water Milfoil has been
found in North Lake Leelanau….yet.

Tackling EWM in Lake Leelanau

Drone videos taken from 2017 through 2019 show
that EWM has expanded rapidly in the past two
years. We believe that EWM, if left unchecked, will
become a major nuisance in Lake Leelanau. This conviction is based on the experience of other lakes in
northern Michigan (Higgins, Houghton, and Long
Lake, among many others), on the amount of available habitat in the 5-15 foot water depth range, and on
the experience of homeowners and scientists attempt3

Tackling the Newest & Most Dangerous
Threat to Lake Leelanau
ing to control the weed in many other states and in Canada. Indeed,
EWM is already a problem in most states with freshwater lakes.
Certain areas, such as the south end of Lake Leelanau and areas within
several miles of the Narrows, have extensive areas of shallow water,
which provide a suitable habitat for EWM.
Because EWM is the most noxious and widely distributed aquatic weed
in North America, many different methods of control have been tested to
control and manage it. Each of these methods has drawbacks. Where
EWM is widely established and covers a significant percentage of
surface area in a lake, control efforts usually center on either mechanical
harvesting or chemical treatment. Mechanical harvesting is not being
seriously considered for Lake Leelanau, as it can create loose fragments
that re-root in new locations. It is also costly and generally does not
remove the root, so plants grow back over the course of the summer.
Chemical treatment has been used with mixed success on many Michigan lakes: according to available reports, EWM beds die back for several
years, then usually reappear, necessitating further treatment. Biological
controls have also been tried, but the results have been disappointing.
Over the past ten years, a system of harvesting Eurasian Water Milfoil
plants, in their entirety and by hand has been employed by an increasing number of lakes in northern states. The system, dubbed DASH
(Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting), deploys divers
operating from a barge. The diver feeds the milfoil
stems into a large suction hose which transports the
plants to the barge where the milfoil is trapped in
mesh bags and transported to shore for composting.
The process is costly and time-consuming, but has
the advantage of removing whole plants. Lakes
which have employed this system report about 95%
success in preventing re-sprouts. Follow-up control
is necessary for at least two years, but the volume of
EWM harvested drastically declines over time.
The DASH system has several advantages to a lake
in the early stages of an infestation. Among them:
• Only the targeted species is removed, leaving native rooted
plants to provide competition to the invasive plant
• Fragments are captured by the use of turbidity screens (much
like a construction site fence)
• No toxic chemicals are introduced into the lake
• Once control is achieved, management costs usually decline
significantly in succeeding years.
The DASH system works best in the early stages of an EWM infestation. Once established, it may not be possible for the harvest
rate to exceed the rate of expansion. On Lake Leelanau we believe
we are catching the problem early enough to effectively use the
DASH removal method, and based on our current analysis, it
seems to be the most appropriate remediation strategy.

Point 1

Point 2
Point 4

South
Lake
Leelanau

Point 3
Point 5

Above: This map shows
the locations of identified
EWM infestations in the
South Lake.
Left:
Boats
traveling
through mats of EWM can
get hung up on the thick
strands.
Below: Swimming in areas
of EWM is unpleasant and
can be dangerous.

The LLLA entered into a contract with Mike Smith of MTT Dash Divers, an experienced Michigan-based
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Eurasian Water Milfoil
contractor. Mike and his crew began work in early
October to remove EWM in the highest traffic
areas of the lake (see photos at right and on page
six). While they expected to work for a week,
gusty winds and cold water temps allowed just
five days on the lake, but in that time they were
able to harvest over 500 lbs of plants.
Mike is happy with the results, and has stated that
working on the project this fall has given him a
good orientation, and he has ideas of how to move
the project along very efficiently next spring. He
anticipates employing two boats and four divers
when the project commences in June.

Lake Association’s
Action Plan for
Tackling EWM in
2019 and 2020
by Tom Hiatt,
LLLA President

DASH boat arrives at the site of the large infestation near
the Narrows to begin work.

Shortly after the discovery of EWM in South Lake
Leelanau, the leadership of LLLA mobilized
quickly to address what the Association considers
to be the most important existential threat to Lake
Leelanau’s ecosystem.
The Association has taken the following steps:
1. Brian Price, LLLA’s biologist, conducted an
initial survey of South and North Lake Leelanau,
seeking to locate and document the locations and
size of the beds of EWM.
2. The Association leadership briefed LLLA members on the discovery of EWM at the Association’s
Annual Meeting in late July and at the
Association’s Legacy event for major donors in
mid-August.
3. In addition, the Association’s leadership
prepared background information and briefed a
reporter for an article about the discovery of EWM
which appeared in the September 5, 2019 edition
of the Leelanau Enterprise.
4. After researching control alternatives, LLLA
identified a professional contractor, experienced
in using the hand removal method to begin work
in Lake Leelanau, once the required permits were
received.
5. In early October, The State of Michigan issued
LLLA a permit to begin removal operations on a
limited scale.
6. The team got to work in early October and
successfully removed over 500 lbs of EWM from
the high traffic area near the Narrows (South LL).
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DASH boat releases a turbidity screen, which will contain any
plant fragments and prevent further spreading of EWM

Removing EWM. Diver is in water near the orange float.
Turbidity curtain can be seen in the distance.
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Eurasian Water Milfoil
The Association will apply for another permit to
undertake the larger scale operation planned for
next summer.
7. The State requires that written permission must
be obtained from owners of adjacent properties in
advance of weed removal operations. These
permissions were obtained from 11 owners of
properties adjacent to those areas the Association
expects to treat first.
8. The Association also plans to engage an experienced professional researcher to complete a comprehensive survey of all the aquatic vegetation in
the entire lake during the summer of 2020. We
want to make sure that we not only find and document the location of all EWM beds, but we also
want to identify and document the presence of any
other invasive plants as well as the location of
major beds of beneficial native plants so that we
will have a comprehensive audit and record of the
lake’s aquatic plant population.
9. These efforts—to remove as much EWM from
Lake Leelanau as possible (total eradication is
unlikely) and to establish an ongoing monitoring
and maintenance program so that the plant never
gains an upper hand in future years—will be
expensive. Based on our current incomplete understanding of the extent of the problem, the Association tentatively estimates the cost for remediation,
management, education and communication will
be approximately $150,000-$200,000 during 20192020.
10. Recognizing the urgency and importance of
this threat, as well as the need to take immediate
action, the leadership of the Association has initiated a fundraising campaign to cover the costs of
this work. To date, we are pleased to report that we
have raised approximately $50,000—enough funds
to begin work but certainly not yet enough to cover
the removal costs of the known beds of EWM in
Lake Leelanau.
11. The Association urgently needs your help supporting this critical initiative. This threat is, without exaggeration, the single most important threat
to the quality of Lake Leelanau that we may face in
our lifetimes.
12. The Association is a registered nonprofit organization. Contributions to the Association are taxdeductible as allowable by law. Contributions designated for the EWM program may be mailed to
Ms. Kathy Birney, Treasurer, Lake Leelanau Lake
Association, PO Box 123, Leland, MI 49654-0123.
Or additionally, contributions can be made via a
“Go Fund Me” account which has been established
to
receive
contributions
online:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/6jjtng
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Plants are received from the suction hose onto the barge, where
they are bagged up for composting.

Turbidity curtain is retrieved with any plant fragments or
disturbed sediment, for disposal.

Diver, Mike Smith warms up on the barge, after much time
spent on the floor of South Lake Leelanau.
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Eurasian Water Milfoil
What You Can Do to
Address the EWM
Challenge
by Barb Kobberstad,
Membership Chair

Everyone who lives on Lake Leelanau can and must
work together to address the threat Eurasian Water
Milfoil presents to the Lake’s ecosystem. While this is
a significant problem, the Association believes it is a
manageable one—if we all pitch in and help. Quite
frankly, if we don’t, this aggressive and noxious invasive weed can take over Lake Leelanau, as it has
infested many other lakes in North America. We
simply cannot let that happen.

Here’s What You Can Do To Help

Contribute. The initiative to combat Eurasian

Water Milfoil on Lake Leelanau will be the costliest
project ever undertaken by the Lake Leelanau Lake
Association. As Tom Hiatt, the Association’s President, mentions in his article on the previous two
pages, we are currently expecting to
raise and spend between $150,000$200,000 over the course of the next 18
months. In subsequent years, we believe
remediation costs may be less, but we
will be operating a continual maintenance program for the indefinite future,
finding EWM and removing it promptly
to seek to prevent it from getting out of
control any time in the future.
Join. Of the approximately 1400 property owners on North and South Lake
Leelanau, currently 370 are active members. I would
hope each current member would contact their neighbors and friends and encourage them to join this fight
against EWM. Explain to them the threat this invasive plant poses. Ask them to join LLLA as members.
The financial burden to control this problem belongs
to all who live on our beautiful lake. In addition, if
you are financially able to increase your membership
level, please do so. This can be accomplished by visiting www.lakeLeelanau.org or by mailing checks to
P.O. Box 123, Leland, MI 49654.
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Learn to Identify and Report EWM.

Eurasian Water Milfoil is easily identified but can be
confused with native milfoil or even native coontail.
(See photo below). If you find this plant in the southern half of South Lake Leelanau or anywhere in
North Lake Leelanau (areas currently not believed to
be infested) please report your findings to Brian
Price at brprice11@gmail.com.
Don’t Spread Aquatic Weeds. If you pick up
aquatic weeds on your boat or prop, remove the
weeds immediately. Put them in your boat for
disposal on land. Never throw them back in the
lake!

Wash Your Boat if Coming from Another
Watershed. EWM is just one of the aquatic invad-

ers that have reached Lake Leelanau by hitching a
ride on a boat or trailer. Other noxious aquatic
plants may be on their way, including curly pondweed and starry stonewort, two other troublesome
invaders not yet found in our lake. The State of
Michigan requires you to wash your boat after leaving one watershed before placing it in another.

Support Efforts to Establish Permanent
Boat
Washing
Facilities. There are
EWM has 4 ‘leaves’

nine
public
boat
launches on Lake
Leelanau. None have
boat
washing
stations.
Everyone
who lives on or near
Lake Leelanau, or
who uses the Lake for
recreational
purposes, should speak
with any local public
officials they know and advocate for the installation
of boat washing stations to make it easier for boat
owners to clean their boats before entering the Lake.
Volunteer. The Association needs volunteers to
help mobilize the community to tackle this threat. In
order to treat larger infestations in the Lake, volunteers will be needed to help secure written permission for treatment from owners of properties adjacent to areas to be treated. Grant writers are also
needed, as are individuals skilled in the use of social
media and communications. Thank You!
in each whorl with
about 16 leaflets on
each side of the stem
as shown here
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Who Will Pay for Repairs
Needed on the Dam?
by John J. Popa, PE

Lake Association members and
property owners on Lake Leelanau
need to be aware that the dam
between Lake Leelanau and Lake
Michigan needs to be repaired.
County officials and members of the
Dam Authority are currently
discussing the best way to finance
these repairs. Your voice will help
determine the outcome of these deliberations.
The dam between Lake Leelanau and Lake Michigan is
owned by Leelanau County and is managed by the Dam
Authority, a six-member panel consisting of the five
members of the County Board of Public Works and the
elected County Drain Commissioner. Current members
of the Authority are James Calhoun, Bob Joyce, Greg
Mikowski, Tom Eckerle, Steve Christensen and meJohn Popa.
A court order requires the County to maintain and operate the dam and also to maintain the water levels in
Lake Leelanau within specific parameters. In addition,
the dam’s operations are subject to regulatory requirements relating to dam safety and periodic inspections.

Over the past few decades, improvements to the dam
have been financed jointly by the County and by owners
of property on Lake Leelanau (riparians). In the past two
instances, the County Government paid 50% of the cost
of repairs and riparians paid, through a special assessment, the remaining 50%.
The composition of the County Commission has
changed since the last assessment, however, and there
seems to be some inclination on the part of the County to
consider asking riparians to bear some or all of the cost
of the improvements to the dam.
At its meeting on September 26, 2019, the board of the
Lake Leelanau Lake Association passed a resolution
outlining its position that the riparians should pay no
more than 50% of the planned repairs and that the
County should, in keeping with historic precedent, pay
the remaining 50%. Unlike other lakes in Leelanau
County, the County owns the dam on Leland River and
is responsible for its operation.
Although it is still unclear what the total cost of the
repairs to the dam will be, I estimate that the total bill for
repairs and maintenance will be in the neighborhood of
$1 million. Depending upon the funding formula the
Authority and the County establish, I would estimate
the cost to each riparian to be between $1.25 to $2.50/per
linear foot of shoreline.

The dam was last rebuilt approximately 15 years ago to
withstand a 200-year flood. Since then the dam has been
operating fairly smoothly, but is now beginning to show
signs of age.

The Lake Association encourages all interested parties,
especially riparians, to send emails and letters to the
County Commissioners expressing their views on this
issue. Their contact info is in the blue box to the right of
this column.

Although the Authority has commissioned outside
experts to inspect the dam and provide estimates on the
scope and cost of repairs required, we do not yet have
the final report or cost estimate. The Authority has
noted the following major concerns, however, which
need to be addressed:
• When the water level in Lake Michigan is high, the
dam’s control room floods.
• To improve worker safety and address OSHA
concerns, a mechanism to physically lock the dam while
individuals work on it needs to be installed.
• Remote greasing capabilities are needed.
• Leaks in the control room roof require repair.
• A manual de-watering barrier needs to be installed.
• Possible overhaul of all hydraulic components

In addition, I would encourage all members and interested individuals to attend meetings of the Commissioners and Dam Authority, and speak during public
comment sessions….whether the subject is on the
agenda or not.
Regular meetings of the Leelanau County Board of
Commissioners are held each third Tuesday of the
month, unless otherwise indicated, in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Leelanau County Government
Center, 8527 E. Government Center Drive, Suttons Bay.
For information on meeting dates and times, go to
https://www.leelanau.cc/downloads/2019_regular_session_m
eeting_notice.pdf. The last two meetings of this year will
be held at 7 PM on Tuesday, November 19, 2019 and
Tuesday, December 17, 2019.
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Take Action Now!
Call, write or email the members of the County
Board of Commissioners to let them know you
support a 50/50 split for the costs of the
Leland Dam repair!
Tony Ansorge / 231-941-1078
10101 E. Carter Rd., Traverse City MI 49684
tansorge@co.leelanau.mi.us
Debra L. Rushton / 231-941-8286
10243 E. Cherry Bend Rd., Traverse City MI 49684
drushton@co.leelanau.mi.us
William J. Bunek / 231-256-7124
3161 S. Maple Valley Rd., Suttons Bay MI 49682
wbunek@co.leelanau.mi.us
Ty Wessell / 231-386-9054
452 Vincer Way, Northport MI 49670
twessell@co.leelanau.mi.us
Patricia Soutas-Little / 231-218-8496
PO Box 1143, Leland MI 49654
psoutaslittle@co.leelanau.mi.us
Carolyn (Peachy) Rentenbach / 231-334-3728
4480 W. Empire Hwy, Empire MI 49630
crentenbach@co.leelanau.mi.us
Melinda C. Lautner / 231-947-2509
12708 S. Solon Rd., Cedar MI 49621
mlautner@co.leelanau.mi.us

The Latest on Lake Levels,
Recordings & Dredging
by John J. Popa, PE
FEMA…Flooding…Flood Insurance?
The following is information about possible flooding
and flood insurance, and how it may affect you, as a
riparian.
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• FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency)
was tasked to improve flood hazard data around the
nation.
• Around eight years ago FEMA mapped the Great
Lakes region. The maps included Lake Leelanau
because of its proximity to Lake Michigan.
• Various meetings were held with local and county
governments to explain and receive comments.
Preliminary maps were handed out.
• The flood criteria was a 1% chance of a major
flood…or “hundred year flood”.
• We appealed the inclusion of Lake Leelanau in the
FEMA maps because the dam is designed to accept
and pass a 200-year flood.
• The appeal was denied because of some clause that
states that ‘dams do not count’.
• FEMA ran out of mapping money and final maps
were not issued for a few years.
• Maps are now available…they show that the water
level in Lake Leelanau may rise 1 foot during a 100year event.
• These maps are available on line or should be in
your local Township office.
• Aerial views should show your house and if it is
high enough above the flood line shown on the map.

So how does this affect Riparians?

... quite a bit if you want flood insurance.
• If you need insurance because of a mortgage, your
lender may ask for more information or proof.
• Your property will show up in FEMA’s Flood
Hazard Mapping.
• Many owners had (or have) to hire an authority that
provides proof and/or a statement that flooding is
not a concern, which can cost big money.
• It is up to the owner to provide proof to the insurance carrier. Some accept the maps…but many do
not.
• Doing it yourself may be cheaper, but if you are in
the position of selling your property, or obtaining
insurance, than it may be prudent to have some proof
already in hand to avoid delays.
You can try the website for more information.
www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/fmx_main.html.
Contact me if you have further questions. I may be
able to help. John Popa / 231-384-5364
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Newsletter Update

Water Quality Bulletin

It has been 3 years
that I have been
working with the
LLLA on these
newsletters and
other print publications. While we
customarily focus on spreading
awareness about swimmers itch
and other lake issues, this is the
first time that I’ve been asked to
dedicate almost an entire issue to
ONE problem area. As you’ve
read by now, the impact Eurasian
Watermilfoil could have on our
lake is catastrophic. It can make
swimming
dangerous
and
unpleasant, and cause all kinds of
trouble for boaters and fishermen.
The good news... efforts are
underway to get it under control.

Eurasian
Water
Milfoil (EWM) has
been found growing in the South
Lake. Efforts are
being made by our
Board to handle
this threat. Please read the special
section of this newsletter on
pages 3-7, if you haven’t already.

by Patrice Korson, Newsletter

by Hugh Farber, Water Quality

The septic issue remains of concern, as enteric bacterial has been
found in the lake. The LLLA
Board supports the effort to
pursue realistic regulations for
testing current systems.
Please follow area water efforts at
the Leelanau Clean Water website www.leelanau.cc/lcw.asp

If you are able, please support
these efforts.
Donations are
appreciated. Also, please encourage your friends and neighbors to
become members of the LLLA.
Membership makes a difference!
Lastly... PLEASE wash your boat
before transferring it between
lakes. It is YOUR responsibility
to help prevent further spread of
this noxious weed, and is frankly
against the law in Michigan.
Don’t forget, I’m always accepting photos of life on the lake, from
any season, for publication in
these newsletters. Please send
them to my email...
KorsonCreative@gmail.com.
Happy Leelanau Fall, y’all!
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YOU CAN HELP
PREVENT
THE SPREAD
OF INVASIVE
SPECIES
1. Inspect your boat and trailer
for any water weeds or other
biological materials.
2. Powerwash or carefully wash
down any boat that is coming
from outside the watershed,
unless it has been out of the
water for several weeks.
3. Never dump bait or bait
buckets in the lake.

Michigan Law states:
It is illegal to place a boat, boating equipment, or boat trailer in the water in Michigan if the boat, equipment or trailer has
any aquatic organism attached, including
plants.
Before transporting any watercraft,
you are required to:
Remove all drain plugs from bilges,
ballast tanks and live wells.
Drain all water from live wells and bilges.
Ensure the watercraft, trailer and all
conveyances are free of aquatic organisms,
including plants. It’s The Law!

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Photo Credit: Kelly Greenman Switzer

Lake Leelanau Lake Association
accepts monetary gifts made in
someone’s honor or memory. If
you or a loved one names the
LLLA as the recipient of donations, we will gladly provide
envelopes for the memorial
services at your request.
Thanks for your consideration.
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Letter from the President cont.
While your Association remains engaged in
research on swimmer’s itch, this problem
pales in comparison to the potential havoc
EWM, if left unaddressed, may cause. I urge
you to read Brian Price’s article on the nature
of this infestation, Barb Kobberstadt’s piece
on steps you can take to help us address it as
well as my report on what your Association is
doing to tackle it.
Please understand, however, that our ability
to deal with this threat is entirely a function of
our ability to raise funds to finance its
removal. We expect the cost of removal in
2019 and 2020 to be between $150,000 to
$200,000—more money than the Association
has ever raised for any purpose before. I am
pleased to report since we identified this
threat and began publicizing it in late
summer, we have raised contributions totaling approximately $50,000. These funds will
enable us to begin limited control work in
high traffic areas next spring, but are insufficient to mount the full-scale removal and
management program we undoubtedly need
to initiate before the weed gains an upper
hand.
Please help by sending us a contribution to
wage war on EWM. The Association is a
registered nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax deductible as allowable by law
and mail be mailed to Kathy Birney, Treasurer,
LLLA, PO Box 123, Leland, MI 49654.
If you know of a private foundation, a donor
advised fund or a government program that
we should approach for financial support,
please contact me directly and alert me to any
possible leads. My email address is
tom@thomashiatt.com.
Please accept my gratitude for your past and
future support. I am confident that, working
together, we can successfully tackle this existential threat to our beloved lake.
Fall 2019 • News & Views from the Watershed

Thank you, Cindy!

Cindy Kacin has volunteered her time and talents to
the Lake Leelanau Lake Association for many years,
and we have all been the beneficiaries of her skills and
dedication. She and her
husband
Jim
have
invested countless hours
in the community, organizing events and dedicating themselves to
making
Leelanau
County a better place to
live.
Cindy has elected to step
down as the Association’s Secretary effective December 31, 2019. We would like to recognize and thank
Cindy for her service to the Association and our community.

We salute the following businesses
who show their love of
the lake through membership

• Amber Sands Resort
• Bluebird of Leland
• Boathouse Vineyards
• Break’n Waves
Boat Rentals
• Cedar Haven Cottages
• DeWeese Hardware
• First Choice Industrial
• Hansen Foods
• Korson Creative

• Lake Leelanau Narrows
Yacht Club
• Lake Leelanau RV Park
• Leelanau Conservancy
• Leelanau Enterprise
• Riverside Inn
• Stander Marine
• Timberlee Property
Owners
• Whaleback Inn

If you are a member of the LLLA and your business
isn’t listed here, please let us know so we can give
you the recognition you deserve!
If you’re NOT a member but would like to
be, visit lakeleelanau.org or
contact Barb at bkobberstad@gmail.com
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Leland, MI 49654-0123

Follow us
on Facebook!
MISSION STATEMENT

The Lake Leelanau Lake Association is dedicated to protecting and
enhancing the quality and beauty of Lake Leelanau and its surrounding
watershed for current and future generations.

Photo Credit: Cathy Fisher

